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THE ARTI CLE 

Su per s t i t ion  f o r ces a i r l in e lo go  ch an g e 

Superst it ion has forced a European air line to change it s logo. New 

Belgian carrier Brussels Air lines had to change it s 13- red-dot  logo on 

the tail of all it s planes because of a f lood of com plaints from  

passengers about  the com binat ion of thirteen red balls represent ing 

bad luck. This num ber is unlucky in Western culture and m any 

would-be passengers thought  it  just  wouldnÕt  do on an airplane. 

Air line officials were taken aback by the volum e of disapproving m ail 

they received. Part icularly upset was the original logoÕs designer 

Ronane Holt . She said the thirteen dots Òlooked just  r ightÓ and had 

ext ra signif icance because the number of dots m atched the 

dest inat ions it  f lew to in Africa. The design, in the shape of a ÒbÓ,  

also resem bled the pat tern of lights on an airport  runway as planes 

taxied before take off. 

All of the air lineÕs planes now have to go back to their hangars for a 

paint  job. A fourteenth red dot  will be added to the top of the ÒbÓ. 

However, this m ay not  go down well in China, where the num ber 

fourteen is unlucky. One- four in Mandarin sounds like the phrase " to 

want  to die" . Passengers at  Brussels airport  were in two m inds as to 

whether or not  they thought  the fourteen-dot  logo would bring 

bet ter luck. Frequent business flyer Rene Charles said:  ÒI n this day 

and age, superst it ions are a lit t le silly . There is no logic behind 

them .Ó However, she did admit  that  she shared the concerns of 

other passengers and was happier that  the newer logo has an ext ra 

dot . Brussels Air lines is the result  of a m erger between SN Brussels 

Air lines and Virgin Express. I t  begins fly ing, with the fourteen dots, 

on March 25. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . SUPERSTI TI ON S:  Students w r it e down superst it ions from  their  count ry  
on slips of paper (one for  each superst it ion) .  The t eacher w rit es t hese on the board.  
I n pairs/ groups,  student s guess which count ry  the superst it ions are from . Change 
part ner( s)  and talk m ore about  the superst it ions. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Superst it ions /  air lines /  logos /  red dot s /  t he num ber 13 /  Western culture /  
paint  /  bad luck /  passengers /  logic /  t his day and age /  silly things /  m ergers 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . AI RLI NE LOGOS:  Go to the I nternet  and find different  airp lane logos 
( your t eacher m ight  bring som e to class) .  With your part ner( s)  d iscuss the m eaning  
of the logos.  Vote on which you th ink are best  and which you t hink are worst . Walk  
around the class and t ry  to persuade other  st udent s your best / worst  decisions are 
bet ter  t han their  decisions. 

4 . MY  LOGO:  Spend a few  m inutes drawing a quick sketch of a logo t hat  you  
could use for  yourself.  Walk  around t he class and explain t he m eaning of the logo to 
other st udent s.  Ask for  ideas and advice on how to im prove your logo.  Take a vote 
on the best  ones.  ( The Brussels Airlines logo is on page 13 Ð unlucky for  som e )  

5 . LOGI C:  Look at  these superst it ions.  Decide which are real and which are 
m ade up. With your par tner(s) ,  t ry t o find t he logic behind them . Switch part ners 
and explain your reasons.  Vote on the m ost  likely reasons behind the superst it ions. 

¥ Never cut  your  nails aft er  dark 
¥ Touching wood brings luck 
¥ Never eat  KFC fries in McDonaldÕs 
¥ Carry ing a rabbitÕs foot  for  luck 

¥ Study English before breakfast  
¥ Walk ing under a ladder is unlucky 
¥ A broken m irror  brings bad luck 
¥ Singing in t he shower is lucky 

6 . NOT ME! ! :  Are you superst it ious? Are there num bers you do not  like? Are 
there sm all rout ines or  r it uals you have when tak ing exam s? Do you have lucky  
charm s? Writ e down your superst it ions and discuss them  w ith your partner( s) . 

7 . LOGO:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you  
associate w ith the word ÒlogoÓ.  Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 

NOTE:  Tr iskaidekophobia is t he nam e for t he fear of t he num ber  13. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. An air line changed it s logo because it  had a big, red Ò13Ó in it . T /  F 

b. The air line received a f lood of em ails from  com plaining passengers. T /  F 

c. Air line off icials were not  surpr ised at  how m any em ails t hey got . T /  F 

d. ÒThirt eenÓ is t he num ber of Afr ican dest inat ions t he air line flies t o. T /  F 

e. Air line off icials have decided t o paint  14 dot s on t heir  airplanes. T /  F 

f.  The num ber 14 is lucky everywhere in t he world.  T /  F 

g. A frequent  business flyer said superst it ions are very logical. T /  F 

h. Brussels Air lines is t he result  of a m erger  w ith Virgin Express. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. flood m eaning 

b. would-be be liked 

c. taken aback union 

d. significance potent ial 

e. resem bled confess 

f.  go down well deluge 

g. in two m inds looked like 

h. logic undecided 

i.  adm it  shocked 

j .  m erger reason 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. a f lood of  the dest inat ions it  flew  t o 

b. would-be passengers t hought   pat t ern of lights on an airport  runway 

c. officials were taken  and age 

d. the num ber of dot s m atched  it  just  wouldnÕt  do 

e. resem bled the well in China 

f.  go back t o their  hangars  com plaint s from  passengers 

g. this m ay not  go down  for a paint  job 

h. Passengers at  Brussels airport   aback by the volum e of disapproving m ail 

i.  I n th is day  concerns of other passengers 

j .  she shared t he  were in two m inds 



Superst it ion forces air line logo change Ð 22nd February , 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
5 

W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Su p er st i t i o n  f o r ces a i r l i n e  log o  ch an g e 

Superst it ion has ________ a European air line t o change it s 

logo. New Belgian carrier  Brussels Air lines had t o change it s 

13- red-dot  logo on the tail of all it s planes because of a 

________ of  com plaint s from  passengers about  t he 

com binat ion of  t hirteen red balls ________ bad luck.  This 

num ber is unlucky in West ern cult ure and m any would-be 

passengers t hought  it  j ust  ________ do on an airplane. 

Air line of ficials were t aken aback  by t he ________ of  

disapprov ing m ail t hey received. Part icularly ________ was 

the or iginal logoÕs designer Ronane Holt . She said t he 

thirt een dot s Òlooked j ust  ________Ó and had ext ra 

significance because t he num ber of dots m at ched t he 

dest inat ions it  f lew to in Afr ica. The design, in t he shape of  

a ÒbÓ,  also resem bled t he pat tern of lights on an airpor t  

runway as planes ________ before t ake off .  
 

  

r ight  

wouldnÕt  

flood 

upset  

forced 

taxied 

represent ing 

volum e 

 

All of t he air lineÕs planes now have t o go back t o t heir  

________ for a paint  j ob.  A fourteent h red dot  w ill be added 

to t he t op of t he ÒbÓ. However, t his m ay not  ________ 

down well in China, where t he num ber fourteen is unlucky.  

One- four in Mandar in sounds like t he ________ " t o want  t o 

die" . Passengers at  Brussels airport  were in t wo ________  

as t o whet her or not  t hey t hought  t he fourt een-dot  logo 

would br ing bet ter luck . ________ business flyer Rene 

Char les said:  ÒI n t his day  and ________, superst it ions are a 

lit t le silly . There is no logic ________ t hem .Ó However , she 

did adm it  that  she shared t he concerns of ot her passengers 

and was happier  t hat  t he newer logo has an ext ra dot .  

Brussels Air lines is t he ________ of a m erger bet ween SN 

Brussels Air lines and Virgin Express. I t  begins f ly ing, wit h 

the fourteen dot s, on March 25. 

  

phrase 

result  

go 

age 

hangars 

frequent  

behind 

m inds 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Su p er st i t i o n  f o r ces a i r l i n e  log o  ch an g e 

Superst it ion __________________ European air line t o change it s logo. New 

Belgian carrier Brussels Air lines had t o change it s 13-red-dot  

______________________ it s planes because of a f lood of  com plaint s from  

passengers about  t he com binat ion of t hirt een red balls represent ing bad luck .  

This num ber  is unlucky  in Western cult ure __________________ passengers 

thought  it  j ust  wouldnÕt  do on an airplane. Air line off icials 

__________________ t he volum e of disapprov ing m ail t hey received. 

Part icularly upset  was the original logoÕs designer Ronane Holt . She said t he 

thirt een dot s Ò__________________Ó and had ext ra signif icance because t he 

num ber of dot s m at ched t he dest inat ions it  f lew t o in Afr ica. The design, in 

the shape of a ÒbÓ,  also resem bled t he pat t ern of light s on an airport  runway 

as planes __________________. 

All of t he air lineÕs planes now have t o go back __________________  a paint  

j ob. A fourteent h red dot  w ill be added __________________. However , this 

m ay not  go down well in China, where t he num ber fourteen is unlucky . One-

four in Mandar in __________________ " to want  to die" . Passengers at  

Brussels airpor t  were in t wo m inds as t o whet her or not  t hey t hought  t he 

four teen-dot  logo would bring bet ter luck. Frequent  business f lyer Rene 

Char les said:  Ò__________________, superst it ions are a lit t le silly . There is 

no logic behind t hem .Ó However ,  she did adm it  t hat  __________________ 

ot her passengers and was happier t hat  t he newer logo has an ex t ra dot .  

Brussels Air lines __________________ m erger bet ween SN Brussels Air lines 

and Virgin Express. I t  begins f ly ing, wit h t he fourteen dot s, on March 25. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôb ad Õ and Ôlu ck Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒSUPERSTI TI ONSÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, 
write down quest ions about  superst it ions. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ forced 
¥ flood 
¥ com binat ion 
¥ volum e 
¥ ext ra 
¥ take off 

¥ paint  
¥ phrase 
¥ frequent  
¥ age 
¥ result  
¥ March 25 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  adject ives would you use to describe this story and why? 
c)  Are you a superst it ious person? 
d)  Would the 13 dots on the logo have bothered you? 
e)  Do you worry about  fly ing and airplane safety? 
f)  I f you thought  something about an air line was unlucky, would 

you write an em ail to com plain? 
g)  Do you have any sm all r ituals/ habits you do when you fly? 
h)  Do you believe in fate? 
i)  What  num bers do you consider to be lucky or unlucky? 
j )  Would you feel safer f lying with Brussels Air lines if the logo had 

13 or 14 red dots? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c)  What  do you think of the logo of your count ryÕs air line? 
d)  What  do you think of the Brussels Air lines logo (see p.13)? 
e)  How do you think superst it ions begin and becom e part  of our 

culture? 
f)  Do you think all superst it ions are old, or do new ones com e 

along? 
g)  Who is the m ost superst it ious person you know? 
h)  Do you have anything you keep with you or use for luck? 
i)  Do you think Brussels Air lines should find a fourteenth African 

dest inat ion to m atch the fourteenth red dot? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

YOUR AI RLI NE:  I n pairs /  groups. You are start ing a new air line. Fill in 
the det ails of t he table t oget her . 

DECI SI ONS REASONS WHY 

Air line nam e  

Slogan  

Logo  

Airplane colours  

Kind of service  

Flight  at tendant  uniform   

How t o beat  your com pet it ors  

Change part ners and share your ideas. Give each ot her adv ice on bet ter 
ideas for  t he air lines. 

Give a presentat ion of your ideas to your class. Vot e on t he best  one(s) . 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Sup er st i t i o n f o r ces a i r l i ne  l og o  cha ng e 

Superst it ion has (1)  ____ a European air line t o change it s logo. New Belgian 
carrier Brussels Air lines had t o change it s 13- red-dot  logo on t he t ail of all it s 
planes because of a (2)  ____ of com plaint s from  passengers about  t he 
com binat ion of  t hirteen red balls represent ing bad luck. This num ber is 
unlucky in Western cult ure and m any (3)  ____  passengers t hought  it  j ust  
wouldnÕt  do on an airplane. Air line off icials were (4)  ____ aback  by  t he 
volum e of disapproving m ail t hey received. Part icularly upset  was the original 
logoÕs designer Ronane Holt . She said t he thir teen dot s Òlooked j ust  r ight Ó 
and had ext ra signif icance because t he num ber of dot s m at ched the 
dest inat ions it  (5)  ____ t o in Afr ica. The design, in t he shape of a ÒbÓ,  also 
resem bled t he pat t ern of light s on an airport  runway as planes (6)  ____ 
before take off . 

All of t he air lineÕs planes now have t o go back t o t heir (7)  ____ for a paint  
j ob. A fourteent h red dot  w ill be added t o the t op of t he ÒbÓ. However,  t his 
m ay not  go (8)  ____ well in China, where the num ber fourteen is unlucky.  
One- four in Mandar in sounds like t he phrase " t o want  t o die" .  Passengers at  
Brussels airport  were (9)  ____ two m inds as t o whet her or not  t hey t hought  
the fourteen-dot  logo would bring bet ter luck . Frequent  business f lyer Rene 
Char les said:  ÒI n t his day  and (10)  ____, superst it ions are a lit t le silly . There 
is no logic behind t hem .Ó However , she did (11)  ____ t hat  she shared t he 
concerns of ot her  passengers and was happier t hat  t he newer logo has an 
ext ra dot . Brussels Air lines is t he result  ( 12)  ____  a m erger  between SN 
Brussels Air lines and Virgin Express. I t  begins f ly ing, wit h t he fourt een dot s,  
on March 25. 

1. (a)  force (b)  forced ( c)  forces (d)  forceful 

2. (a)  flood (b)  flooding ( c)  flooded (d)  floods 

3. (a)  would (b)  wouldÕve (c)  would have (d)  would-be 

4. (a)  presented (b)  stolen ( c)  given (d)  taken 

5. (a)  flying (b)  fly ( c)  flew (d)  flown 

6. (a)  tax ied (b)  tax i ( c)  tax is (d)  taxed 

7. (a)  hangouts (b)  hangings ( c)  hangars (d)  hangers 

8. (a)  out  (b)  in ( c)  down (d)  up 

9. (a)  think ing (b)  having ( c)  in (d)  on 

10. (a)  age (b)  aged (c)  ageless (d)  ageing 

11. (a)  from  (b)  of ( c)  with (d)  by 

12. (a)  im portance (b)  tension ( c)  pressured (d)  st ressed 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
the Brussels Air lines logo story. Talk about  what  you discover with 
your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . AI RLI NE LOGO POSTER:  Make a poster showing air line 
logos. Make sure you write a descript ion and history of the logos.  
Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. Vote on the best  
one 

4 . MAG AZ I NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about  how 
superst it ions affect  peopleÕs lives. Read what  you wrote to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the CEO of Brussels Air lines. Tell 
him / her what you think about  the airline adding an ext ra dot . Ask 
him / her three quest ions. Give him/ her three pieces of advice. Read 
your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 

6 . SURVEY:  Ask all the people you know about  their superst it ions. 
Write a short  report . Read your report  to your classm ates in your next  
lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. T f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. flood deluge 

b. would-be potent ial  

c. t aken aback shocked 

d. signif icance me aning  

e. resemb led looked like  

f. go down well be liked  

g. in t wo mi nds undecided  

h. logic reason  

i. adm it  confess  

j . me rger union  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. a flood of  comp laints from passengers 

b. would-be passengers t hought   it  j ust  wouldnÕt  do  

c. officials were t aken  aback by t he volum e of disapprov ing ma il 

d. the numb er of dots m atched  the dest inat ions it  f lew to  

e. resemb led t he pat tern of light s on an airport  runway  

f. go back t o their  hangars  for  a paint  j ob  

g. this ma y not  go down  well in China  

h. Passengers at  Brussels airport   were in two mi nds  

i. I n this day  and age  

j . she shared t he  concerns of ot her passengers  

GAP FI LL:  

Su p er st i t i on  f o r ces a i r l in e log o  ch an g e 
Supersti ti on has f o r ced  a European air l ine to  change its  logo. New Belgian carr ier Brussels Air l ines had to  
change its  13 - red-dot logo on th e ta il of all its  planes because of a f lo o d  of complaints  from passengers 
about th e combinati on of th ir te en red balls r ep r esen t in g  bad luck. This number is unlucky in Weste rn 
cultu re and many wo uld-be passengers th ought it just w o u ld n Õt  do on an airplane. Air line off icials we re 
ta ken aback by th e vo lu m e of disapproving mail th ey received. Parti cularly  u p set  wa s th e original logoÕs 
designer Ronane Holt. She said th e th irte en dots  Òlooked just r ig h t Ó and had extr a signif icance because 
th e number of dots  matched th e desti nati ons it f lew to  in Afr ica. The design, in th e shape of a ÒbÓ,  also 
resembled th e patte rn of lights  on an airport runwa y as planes t ax ie d  before ta ke off. 

All of th e air lineÕs planes now have to  go back to  th eir h an g ar s for a paint job. A fourte enth  red dot wi l l  
be added to  th e to p of th e ÒbÓ. Howe ver, th is may not g o  down  we ll in China, where th e number fourte en 
is unlucky. One- four in Mandarin sounds like th e p h r ase " to wa nt to  die". Passengers at Brussels airport  
we re in two  m in d s as to  wh eth er or not th ey th ought the fourte en-dot logo wo uld bring bette r luck. 
Fr e q u en t  business f lyer Rene Charles said:  ÒI n th is day and ag e, supersti ti ons are a littl e silly . There is 
no logic b eh in d  th em.Ó Howe ver, she did adm it th at she shared th e concerns of oth er passengers and wa s 
happier th at th e newe r logo has an extr a dot.  Brussels Air lines is th e r esu l t  of a merger betwe en SN 
Brussels Air lines and Virgin Express. I t begins f ly ing, wi th  th e fourte en dots , on March 25.  

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - a 3 - d 4 - d 5 - c 6 -a 7 - c 8 -c 9 -c 10 - a 11 - d 12 - b 
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THI S I S PA GE 1 3  

BRUSSELS AI RLI NESÕ OLD 1 3 - DOT LOGO 
 

 

http://company.brusselsairlines.com/en/home/  


