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THE ARTI CLE 

Jap an ese do lp h in  ge t s w o r ld Õs f i r s t  ar t i f i ci a l  t a i l  

A dolphin in a Japanese water park, who couldn't  swim because it  

had no tail, has been given a new lease of life after being fit ted with 

an art ificial f in. Fuj i, the 36-year-old bot t lenose dolphin, suffered a 

life- threatening disease which caused her tail to rot  four years ago. 

Rather than let  the disease spread to the rest  of her body, 

veterinarians at  the Churaum i Aquarium  in Okinawa, Japan, decided 

to am putate her tail f in. The result  was a very depressed dolphin 

who could no longer frolic in the water with her aquat ic pals. Having 

no tail also m eant Fuj i was unable to exercise. This m eant  she 

started put t ing on the kilos, which caused a further threat  to her 

life. Just  when doom  and gloom  surrounded the future of Fuj i, in 

stepped an unlikely saviour Ðthe Japanese tyre m anufacturer 

Bridgestone. 

Bridgestone is m ore com m only associated with Form ula One racing 

technology than art if icial dolphin f ins. However, it  seem s dolphin fins 

and racing car t yres have m ore in com m on than we believed. 

Bridgestone saved Fuj iÕs life by pouring around US$83,000 dollars 

into creat ing the replacem ent  f in. The new prosthesis is m ade from  

the same kind of rubber that  is used for Form ula One car tyres. Fuj i 

wears her new tail f it t ing for just  two to three hours everyday. Her 

t rainer hopes Bridgestone can m ake an im proved version that  can 

be worn for longer, as part  of the new fin wears out  quickly. This 

m eans Fuj i will experience pain and discom fort  if she uses the fin for 

a long t im e, and sheÕll end up get t ing hurt . Her t rainer said:  "Thanks 

to the new prosthet ic creat ion Fuj i is now able to lead a norm al life."  
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . DOLPHI N LI FE:  You are a dolphin. With your ÒdolphinÓ partner(s) ,  talk  
about  life as a dolphin.  What  has life been like recent ly? What  do you worry  about? 
Who are your friends in the oceans? Do you know anyone in an aquar ium ? 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

dolphins / new lease of life / fins / life-threatening diseases / being depressed / 
Formula One / car tyres / rubber / pain and discomfort / leading a normal life 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . AN I MAL  HEAD LI NES:  With your par tner(s) ,  im agine what  stor ies are 
behind these headlines.  Share the stories you m ade up w it h new part ners. 

¥ Japanese dolphin get s wor ldÕs first  art if icial tail 
¥ Bactr ian cam els develop a t hird hum p 
¥ African elephants becom ing carnivorous 
¥ The worldÕs dogs refusing t o be pets 
¥ The great  d isappearing ant  m ystery  Ð none to be found 
¥ Spiders suddenly  reproducing in ten t im es greater num bers 
¥ Cows stop producing m ilk 
¥ Kangaroos invade Aust ralian cit ies 

4 . NEW  PARTS:  Look at  t he Ònew part sÓ in the table.  With your par tner(s) ,  
talk  about  what  life would be like if  you had or  used them . Rate t hem :  10 is Òit  would  
have a huge effect  on m y lifeÓ, 1 is Òit  would have no effect  on m y lifeÓ. 

¥ wig /  toupee 
¥ pacem aker 
¥ false eyelashes 
¥ art if icial leg 
¥ bionic hand 

¥ glass eye 
¥ hearing aid 
¥ replacem ent  hip 
¥ false teeth (UK)  /  dentures (US)  
¥ organ t ransplant  

5 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe itÕs OK to keep dolphins in  
aquar ium s and m ake t hem  j um p for  fish.  Students B believe dolphins belong only  in 
the wor ldÕs oceans.  Debate t his w it h your  part ners. Change par tners oft en.  

6 . DOLPHI NS:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you  
associate w it h dolphins. Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk  about  t hem .  
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A dolphin used by t he Japanese navy  get s a new, super fast  tail. T /  F 

b. The dolphin who got  an ar t if icial tail is 36 years old. T /  F 

c. The dolphin needed a new tail because it s prev ious one was cut  off. T /  F 

d. A car  t yre m anufact urer developed and m ade the new tail. T /  F 

e. The new tail cost  less t han eighteen t housand US dollars t o m ake. T /  F 

f.  The tail is m ade from  silicon and plast ic.  T /  F 

g. The dolphin experiences no pain or discom fort  w it h t he new t ail. T /  F 

h. The dolphin leads a norm al life now it  has t he ar t if icial tail. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. art if icial cut  off 

b. rot  have 

c. am putate death 

d. frolic synthet ic 

e. doom  subst itut e 

f.  associated play 

g. replacem ent  soreness 

h. version decay 

i.  discom for t  m odel 

j .  lead linked 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. É has been given a new lease  threatening disease 

b. suffered a life-  com m on than we believed 

c. let  the disease spread  gloom  surrounded the future of Fuj i 

d. frolic in the water w it h her   can be worn for  longer 

e. doom  and  of life 

f.  m ore com m only  aquat ic pals 

g. have m ore in  a norm al life 

h. an im proved version t hat   to the rest  of her  body 

i.  sheÕll end  associated with Form ula One 

j .  Fuj i is now able to lead  up get t ing hur t  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Jap an ese d o lp h in  g et s w o r ld Õs f i r s t  a r t i f i cia l  t a i l  

A dolphin in a Japanese wat er park, who couldn't  sw im  

because it  had no tail, has been given a new ________ of  

life aft er being ________ wit h an art if icial f in. Fuj i, t he 36-

year-old bot t lenose dolphin,  suf fered a ________-

threat ening disease which caused her t ail t o ________ four  

years ago. Rat her t han let  t he disease spread t o t he rest  of  

her body , vet er inar ians at  t he Churaum i Aquar ium  in 

Ok inawa, Japan, decided t o ________ her t ail f in. The result  

was a very depressed dolphin who could no longer f rolic in 

the water w it h her  aquat ic ________. Having no tail also 

m eant  Fuj i was unable t o exercise. This m eant  she started 

put t ing on t he ________, which caused a furt her t hreat  t o 

her life.  Just  when doom  and ________ surrounded t he 

fut ure of Fuj i, in stepped an unlikely sav iour Ðthe Japanese 

tyre m anufact urer Br idgest one. 
 

  

rot 

fitted 

gloom 

pals 

lease 

amputate 

kilos 

life 

 

Br idgest one is m ore ________ associated wit h Form ula One 

racing technology t han art if icial dolphin f ins. However, it  

seem s dolphin f ins and racing car  t yres have m ore in 

________ t han we believed. Bridgest one saved Fuj iÕs life by  

________ around US$83,000 dollars into creat ing t he 

replacem ent  fin. The new ________ is m ade from  t he sam e 

kind of rubber t hat  is used for Form ula One car tyres. Fuj i 

wears her new t ail ________ for j ust  two t o t hree hours 

everyday. Her t rainer hopes Br idgest one can m ake an 

im proved version t hat  can be worn for longer , as par t  of t he 

new fin ________ out  quick ly. This m eans Fuj i w ill 

experience pain and ________ if she uses the fin for a long 

t im e, and sheÕll end up get t ing hurt . Her t rainer said:  

"Thanks t o t he new prost het ic creat ion Fuj i is now able t o 

________ a norm al life."  

  

prosthesis 

discomfort 

fitting 

common 

commonly 

pouring 

lead 

wears 



Japanese dolphin gets worldÕs first  art ificial tail – 16th February, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
6 

LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Jap an ese d o lp h in  g et s w o r ld Õs f i r s t  a r t i f i cia l  t a i l  

A dolphin in a Japanese wat er  park , who couldn't  sw im  because it  had no t ail,  

has been given _________________ after  being f it ted wit h an art if icial f in.  

Fuj i,  t he 36-year-old bot t lenose dolphin, suffered _________________ 

disease which caused her  tail t o rot  four  years ago. _________________ t he 

disease spread t o t he rest  of her body , veter inarians at  t he Churaum i 

Aquar ium  in Okinawa, Japan, decided t o _________________. The result  

was a very depressed dolphin who could _________________ in t he water  

wit h her aquat ic pals. Having no tail also m eant  Fuj i was unable t o exercise.  

This m eant  she started put t ing on t he k ilos, which _________________ t o 

her life. ____________________ surrounded t he fut ure of Fuj i, in stepped 

an unlikely saviour  Ðt he Japanese ty re m anufact urer Br idgest one. 

Br idgest one is m ore _________________ Form ula One racing technology  

than art if icial dolphin f ins. However , it  seem s dolphin fins and racing car  

t yres have _________________ we believed. Bridgestone saved Fuj iÕs life 

_________________ US$83,000 dollars int o creat ing t he replacem ent  fin .  

The new prost hesis is m ade from  t he sam e kind of rubber t hat  is used for  

Form ula One car tyres. Fuj i _________________ for j ust  two t o t hree hours 

everyday. Her t rainer hopes Bridgest one can m ake an im proved version t hat  

can be worn for longer , as part  of t he _________________ quick ly. This 

m eans Fuj i w ill exper ience pain and discom fort  if she uses t he f in for a long 

t im e, and _________________ hurt . Her t rainer said:  "Thanks t o t he new 

prost het ic creat ion Fuj i is now able t o lead a norm al life."  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôar t i f i cia lÕ and Ôf in Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒDOLPHI NÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  dolphins. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ lease 
¥ rot  
¥ decided 
¥ pals 
¥ further 
¥ unlikely 

¥ com m only 
¥ in com m on 
¥ pouring 
¥ wears out  
¥ end up 
¥ lead 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you think this is an interest ing story? 
c)  Do you prefer dolphin stories to war, business and polit ical 

stories? 
d)  Do you think a dolphin with an art if icial tail can live norm ally? 
e)  What  do you think of dolphins? 
f)  Which would suffer m ore, a dolphin without  a tail or an elephant  

without a t runk? 
g)  Would you like to work with dolphins? 
h)  Why do you think Bridgestone helped Fuj i? 
i)  What  do you think life would be like without  an im portant  part  of 

your body? 
j )  What  else do you think tyre m anufacturers and dolphins m ight  

have in comm on? 

✄--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c)  Do you think spending over $80,000 on a dolphin tail is a waste 

of m oney? 
d)  Do you think itÕs OK to keep dolphins in aquarium s? 
e)  Would you like to play and swim with dolphins in the ocean? 
f)  Which is a bet ter way for Bridgestone to spend $80,000 on 

raising it s profile -  helping Fuj i the dolphin, or buying TV ads? 
g)  What  other anim als do you think this k ind of technology could 

help? 
h)  Why are dolphins such popular creatures around the world? 
i)  What  do you think life as a dolphin is like? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

CREAT URE SYMBOLS:  I n pairs /  groups, decide on what  each of t he 
anim als below represent . Decide on which world organizat ion could use t he 
creat ure in it s logo, and why . 

Creat ure What  it  represent s World 
organizat ion 

Why? 

Dolphin    

Scorpion    

Eagle    

Koala    

Ant     

Your choice 
 
_________ 

   

Change part ners and share your ideas. Try to agree on whose idea is bet t er . 

Give a presentat ion of your ideas to your classm at es. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Jap ane se d o l p hi n g e t s w or ld Õs f i r s t  ar t i f i c ia l  t a i l  

A dolphin in a Japanese wat er  park , who couldn't  sw im  because it  had no t ail,  
has been given a new lease of life after being (1)  ____ wit h an art if icial f in.  
Fuj i, t he 36-year-old bot t lenose dolphin, ( 2)  ____ a life- t hreatening disease 
which caused her t ail t o rot  four years ago. (3)  ____ t han let  t he disease 
spread t o t he rest  of her body , vet er inar ians at  t he Churaum i Aquarium  in 
Ok inawa, Japan, decided t o am putate her tail f in.  The result  was a very  
depressed dolphin who could no longer f rolic in t he water w it h her (4)  ____ 
pals.  Having no t ail also m eant  Fuj i was unable to exercise. This m eant  she 
started put t ing on t he k ilos, which caused a (5)  ____ t hreat  to her life. Just  
when doom  and (6)  ____ surrounded t he fut ure of Fuj i, in stepped an 
unlikely saviour Ðt he Japanese tyre m anufact urer Br idgest one. 

Br idgest one is m ore (7)  ____ associated w ith Form ula One racing t echnology  
than art if icial dolphin f ins. However , it  seem s dolphin fins and racing car  
t yres have m ore in com m on t han we believed. Bridgestone saved Fuj iÕs life 
by (8)  ____ around US$83,000 dollars int o creat ing t he replacem ent  f in. The 
new prost hesis is m ade from  t he sam e kind of  rubber  t hat  is used for  
Form ula One car tyres. Fuj i wears her new tail f it t ing for j ust  t wo to t hree 
hours everyday . Her  t rainer  hopes Br idgest one can m ake an (9)  ____ version 
that  can be worn for longer , as part  of t he new f in wears out  quickly . This 
m eans Fuj i w ill exper ience pain and discom fort  if she uses t he f in for a long 
t im e, and sheÕll end (10)  ____ get t ing hur t . Her  t rainer  said:  " (11)  ____  t o 
the new prost het ic creat ion Fuj i is now able to (12)  ____ a norm al life."  

1. (a)  fit t ed (b)  fit  ( c)  fit t ing (d)  fit ness 

2. (a)  surfer (b)  suffer ( c)  suffered (d)  suffering 

3. (a)  Fart her (b)  Lather ( c)  Prefer (d)  Rather 

4. (a)  aquat ic (b)  equat ion ( c)  aqua (d)  equator 

5. (a)  addit ional (b)  furt her ( c)  ext ra (d)  another 

6. (a)  boom  (b)  groom  (c)  doom  (d)  gloom  

7. (a)  in com m on (b)  com m on (c)  com m only (d)  com m oner 

8. (a)  flow ing (b)  pour ing ( c)  dripping (d)  flooding 

9. (a)  im prove (b)  im proves ( c)  im provem ent  (d)  im proved 

10. (a)  out  (b)  in ( c)  up (d)  down 

11. (a)  Thankful (b)  Thanks ( c)  Thank you (d)  Thank 

12. (a)  lead (b)  leads ( c)  leading (d)  leaded 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
bot t lenose dolphins. Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  
in the next  lesson. 

3 . REPLACE MENT PAR TS POSTER:  Make a poster showing 
how m uch of the hum an body can be replaced. Write a descript ion for  
each replacem ent  /  addit ion with details of how the body gets the new 
addit ion, and the cost . 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about what  
happened to Fuj i the dolphin in the years after she was fit ted with the 
prosthet ic tail. Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter from Fuj i the Dolphin to the Bridgestone 
tyre m anufacturer. Tell Bridgestone three things that  changed for the 
bet ter in your life. Ask Bridgestone three quest ions. Read your let ter to 
your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. T d. T e. F f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. art ificial synt het ic 

b. rot  decay  

c. amp utate cut  off   

d. frolic play   

e. doom  deat h  

f. associated linked  

g. replaceme nt  subst it ute  

h. version mo del  

i. discomf ort  soreness  

j . lead have  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. É has been given a new lease  of l ife 

b. suf fered a life-  threatening disease  

c. let  the disease spread  to the rest  of  her body  

d. frolic in t he water with her  aquat ic pals  

e. doom  and  gloom surrounded the fut ure of  Fuj i  

f. mo re comm only  associated wit h Formu la One  

g. have m ore in  comm on than we believed  

h. an im proved version t hat   can be worn for longer  

i. sheÕll end  up get t ing hurt   

j . Fuj i is now able to lead  a norma l life  

GAP FI LL:  

Jap an ese d o lp h i n  g et s  w o r ld Õs f i r st  a r t i f i c ia l  t a i l  
A dolphin in a Japanese wa te r park, who couldn't swi m  because it had no ta il, has been given a new le ase  
of life afte r being f i t t ed  wi th  an arti f icial f in. Fuj i, th e 36 -year-old bottl enose dolphin, suffered a l i f e-
th reate ning disease wh ich caused her ta il to  r o t  four years ago. Rath er th an let  th e disease spread to  th e 
rest of her body, vete rinarians at th e Churaum i Aquarium in Okinawa , Japan, decided to  am p u t at e her  
ta il f in. The result wa s a very depressed dolphin wh o could no longer frolic in th e wa te r wi th  her aquati c 
p a ls. Having no ta il also meant Fuj i wa s unable to  exercise. This meant she sta rte d putti ng on th e k i lo s,  
wh ich caused a furth er th reat to  her life. Just wh en doom and g lo o m  surrounded th e futu re of Fuj i, in 
ste pped an unlikely  saviour Ðth e Japanese ty re manufactu rer Bridgesto ne. 

Bridgesto ne is more co m m o n l y  associate d wi th  Formula One racing te chnology th an ar ti f icial dolphin f ins.  
Howe ver, it seems dolphin f ins and racing car ty res have more in co m m o n  th an we  believed. Bridgesto ne 
saved Fuj iÕs life by p o u r in g  around US$83,000 dollars into  creati ng th e replacement f in. The new 
p r o st h esis is made from th e same k ind of rubber th at is used for Formula One car ty res. Fuj i we ars her  
new ta il f i t t in g  for  just two  to  th ree hours everyday. Her tr ainer hopes Bridgesto ne can make an 
improved version th at can be wo rn for longer, as part of th e new fin w ear s out quick ly . This means Fuj i 
wi ll experience pain and d isco m f o r t  if  she uses th e f in for a long ti me, and sheÕll end up getti ng hurt. Her 
tr ainer said:  "Thanks to  th e new prosth eti c creati on Fuj i is now able to  lead  a normal life."  

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - a 2 - c 3 - d 4 - a 5 - b 6 - d 7 - c 8 - b 9 - d 10 - c 11 - b 12 - a 
 


