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THE ARTI CLE 

New  law  t o  b an iPod s on N Y st r ee t s 

Listening to an iPod while walk ing across the st reet  could soon 

becom e illegal in New York. State Senator Carl Kruger wants a law 

int roduced that  out laws crossing roads while listening to music, 

talk ing on a m obile phone or using video gam es and personal 

organizers. The fine for breaking this law could be as much as $100. 

The Senator said he has witnessed too m any near m isses whereby 

pedest rians have not  heard or seen oncom ing t raff ic because they 

were too involved in gaming, chat t ing on their phone or what  he 

describes as being Òlost  in iPod obliv ionÓ. Mr. Kruger told reporters:  

"Governm ent  has an obligat ion to protect  it s cit izens. This elect ronic 

gadget ry is reaching the point  where it 'sÉ creat ing an atm osphere 

where we have a m ajor public safety crisis at  hand."  He is 

concerned that  itÕs becom ing a nat ionwide problem . 

Kruger m ay have a point . Three pedestrians have been killed in the 

past  four m onths in New YorkÕs Brooklyn dist r ict . They all walked 

into busy t raff ic because they were dist racted by an elect ronic 

device of som e sort . In one case, bystanders shouted at  someone to 

be careful seconds before they were knocked down and becam e 

another t raff ic accident  stat ist ic. Despite the alarm ing increase in 

deaths caused by dist ract ions from  iPods etc, New Yorkers are likely 

to ignore any new law forbidding their use in the st reets. Many 

residents believe Kruger is going too far and that  the law t reats 

people as though they had no sense. Brooklyn resident  Mary Alberto 

was out raged at  KrugerÕs proposal. She said:  ÒEnough is enough. I  

have been able to cross the st reet  since I  was eight .Ó She also joked 

that  one day people m ight  be fined for not  looking both ways. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . CROSSI N G THE STREET:  With your part ner( s) ,  talk  about  t he 
dangers of crossing the st reet  and any near m isses you have had. Change part ners 
and share your inform at ion. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

iPod /  crossing busy roads /  near m isses /  oblivion /  gadgets /  public safet y /  
pedest r ians /  New York /  t raffic accident s /  stat ist ics /  d ist ract ions /  out rage 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . GAD GET DAN GERS:  With your part ner( s) ,  wr it e down a list  of dangers 
of iPods,  m obile phones and video gam e players.  Decide what  governm ents should 
do about  these dangers.  Change part ners and share your inform at ion. 

4 . STREET LAW S:  With your par tner(s) , talk  about  these possib le new laws 
that  m ight  change th ings in your st reet s.  Rate them :  10 is m uch needed,  1 is not  
needed at  all.  Decide on how m uch fines should be if  people break t hese laws. 

¥ no list ening t o m usic players 
¥ no sm oking 
¥ only crossing t he st reet  at  a walk sign 
¥ no eat ing while walking 
¥ other ___________________________ 

¥ no talking to other  people 
¥ no stopping 
¥ no bicycles 
¥ special lane for the aged 

5 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe it  should be illegal to use m usic 
players and m obile phones while crossing t he st reet .  Students B believe it  is 
rid iculous to m ake it  illegal to use m usic players and m obile phones while crossing 
the st reet .  Debate t his w it h your  part ners.  Change par tners oft en.  

6 . GADGET:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with the word ÒgadgetÓ. Share your words w it h your partner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. I t  is now illegal t o use m usic players in New York st reet s. T /  F 

b. There is a fine for people who listen to m usic while crossing a road. T /  F 

c. A US senat or has seen m any near  m isses on New YorkÕs st reet s. T /  F 

d. The senat or said t here is now a public safet y crisis in Am er ica. T /  F 

e. Three people died on roads because t hey were using gadget s. T /  F 

f.  One person died because he could not  hear a shout ed warning.  T /  F 

g. Most  New Yorkers want  t he new law to be passed. T /  F 

h. Anot her new law m ay f ine people for not  look ing bot h ways. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. out laws close shaves 

b. fine unconsciousness 

c. near m isses disturbing 

d. oblivion preoccupied 

e. obligat ion onlookers 

f.  dist racted bans 

g. dev ice duty 

h. bystanders furious 

i.  alarm ing penalt y 

j .  out raged gadget  

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. List ening to an iPod while  m any near m isses 

b. The f ine for  breaking th is law  could  looking both ways 

c. he has witnessed too  have a point  

d. pedest r ians have not  heard or  seen  be as m uch as $100 

e. Governm ent  has an obligat ion  som e sort  

f.  Kruger m ay  to protect  it s cit izens 

g. an elect ronic device of  too far 

h. another  t raff ic accident   walk ing across the st reet  

i.  resident s believe Kruger is going  oncom ing t raffic 

j .  fined for not   stat ist ic 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

New  law  t o  b an  iPod s o n  NY st r eet s 

Listening t o an iPod while walk ing across the st reet  could 

soon becom e illegal in New York. Stat e Senator Carl Kruger  

want s a law int roduced t hat  ______ crossing roads while 

listening t o m usic,  talk ing on a m obile phone or using v ideo 

gam es and personal organizers. The ______ for breaking 

this law could be as m uch as $100. The Senator said he has 

wit nessed t oo m any near ______ whereby pedest r ians have 

not  heard or  seen ______ t raff ic because t hey  were t oo 

______ in gam ing, chat t ing on t heir phone or what  he 

descr ibes as being Òlost  in iPod ______Ó. Mr. Kruger t old 

reporters:  "Governm ent  has an ______ to protect  it s 

cit izens. This elect ronic gadget ry is reaching t he point  

where it 'sÉ creat ing an atm osphere where we have a m ajor  

public safety crisis at  ______."  He is concerned t hat  itÕs 

becom ing a nat ionwide problem . 
 

 
f ine 

hand 

involved 

m isses 

obliv ion 

out laws 

oncom ing 

obligat ion 

Kruger m ay have a ______. Three pedest r ians have been 

killed in t he past  four  m ont hs in New YorkÕs Brooklyn 

dist r ict . They all walked into busy t raf fic because t hey were 

dist racted by an elect ronic dev ice of som e ______. I n one 

case, ______ shouted at  som eone t o be careful seconds 

before t hey were knocked down and becam e anot her t raff ic 

accident  ______. Despite t he alarm ing increase in deat hs 

caused by dist ract ions from  iPods etc, New Yorkers are 

likely t o ______ any new law forbidding their  use in t he 

st reet s. Many  resident s believe Kruger  is going t oo ______  

and t hat  t he law t reat s people as t hough t hey had no sense. 

Brooklyn resident  Mary Alberto was ______ at  KrugerÕs 

proposal. She said:  ÒEnough is ______. I  have been able t o 

cross t he st reet  since I  was eight .Ó She also j oked t hat  one 

day people m ight  be f ined for  not  looking bot h ways. 

 
bystanders 

out raged 

sort  

ignore 

point  

enough 

stat ist ic 

far 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

New  law  t o  b an  iPod s o n  NY st r eet s 

Listening t o an iPod ______________________ t he st reet  could soon 

becom e illegal in New York . Stat e Senator Carl Kruger want s a law 

int roduced ______________________ roads while listening t o m usic, talk ing 

on a m obile phone or using v ideo gam es and personal organizers.  The fine 

for break ing t his law could ______________________ $100. The Senat or  

said he has w it nessed t oo m any near m isses whereby pedest r ians have not  

heard or seen oncom ing t raff ic because t hey were too involved in gam ing, 

chat t ing on t heir phone or ______________________ being Òlost  in iPod 

obliv ionÓ. Mr. Kruger told reporters:  "Governm ent  has an obligat ion t o 

protect  it s cit izens. This elect ronic gadget ry is ______________________ 

it 'sÉ creat ing an at m osphere where we have a m ajor  

______________________."  He is concerned t hat  itÕs becom ing a 

nat ionwide problem . 

 

Kruger m ay have a point . Three ______________________ killed in t he past  

four m ont hs in New YorkÕs Brooklyn dist r ict . They all walked int o busy t raff ic 

because t hey  were dist racted by  an elect ronic ______________________. I n 

one case, byst anders shouted at  som eone to be careful seconds before t hey  

were knocked down and becam e ______________________. Despite t he 

alarm ing increase in deat hs caused by dist ract ions from  iPods et c, New 

Yorkers are likely t o ignore any new law ______________________ t he 

st reet s. Many resident s believe Kruger  is going t oo far  and t hat  t he law t reat s 

people as t hough t hey had no sense. Brook lyn resident  Mary Albert o was 

out raged at  KrugerÕs proposal.  She said:  ÒEnough is enough. I  

______________________ t he st reet  since I  was eight .Ó She also j oked t hat  

one day  people m ight  be fined for not  look ing bot h ways. 

 



New law to ban iPods on NY st reets Ð 10th February , 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
7 

 

AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôp u b l icÕ and Ôsaf et y Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒSTREET CROSSI NGÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  
groups, write down quest ions about the dangers of crossing the st reet  
or proper public behaviour in the st reets. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ while 
¥ out laws 
¥ witnessed 
¥ lost  
¥ atm osphere 
¥ hand 

¥ dist r ict  
¥ dist racted 
¥ stat ist ic 
¥ despite 
¥ out raged 
¥ both ways 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you think this is an interest ing story? 
c)  What  do you think about  the law the senator wants to int roduce? 
d)  What  do you do while you walk in the street  and cross roads? 
e)  What  would your life be like without  your gadgets? 
f)  Do you get  annoyed when you hear m usic from  other peopleÕs 

m usic players or listen to their m obile phone conversat ions? 
g)  Have you had any near m isses while crossing the road? 
h)  Are you ever in ÒiPod obliv ionÓ Ð where you are lost  to the world 

because you are listening to your m usic? 
i)  Are there any other dangers of music players and m obile 

phones? 
j )  Do you think a $100 fine is too m uch? 

✄--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c)  Do you think banning music players in public should becom e 

internat ional law? 
d)  What  dangers are there crossing st reets in your town? 
e)  Do you think senator Kruger has a point? 
f)  Do you think m usic players and m obile phones are ant i- social? 
g)  Do you think st reet-crossing laws should be tougher? 
h)  Do you think governm ents have a responsibilit y  to protect  

pedest rians? 
i)  I s there a public safety crisis on the st reets in your count ry? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

GAD GET DAN GERS:   

Wit h your  part ner( s) ,  create t hree new laws to protect  people against  t hese 
gadgets. 

 
Laws 

Music players 1. 

2. 

3. 

Mobile phones 1. 

2. 

3. 

Personal 
organizers 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Port able v ideo 
gam es 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Present  your laws t o t he class /  ot her team s.  

Discuss whet her your laws would work in your count ry . 

Vote on t he best  law for each gadget . 

Write a let ter to your governm ent . Descr ibe your law and why it  is necessary .  
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

New  law  t o  b an iPod s on N Y st r ee t s 

Listening t o an iPod (1)  ____ walk ing across t he st reet  could soon becom e 
illegal in New York . St ate Senat or Car l Kruger want s a law (2)  ____ t hat  
out laws crossing roads while listening to m usic, t alk ing on a m obile phone or  
using video gam es and personal organizers. The f ine for  (3)  ____ t his law 
could be as m uch as $100. The Senat or said he has wit nessed t oo m any near  
m isses whereby pedest r ians have not  heard or seen (4)  ____ t raff ic because 
they  were t oo involved in gam ing, chat t ing on t heir phone or what  he 
descr ibes as being Òlost  in iPod obliv ionÓ. Mr. Kruger t old reporters:  
"Governm ent  has an obligat ion (5)  ____ prot ect  it s cit izens. This elect ronic 
gadget ry  is reaching t he point  where it 'sÉ creat ing an at m osphere where we 
have a m ajor public safety crisis at  (6)  ____."  He is concerned t hat  itÕs 
becom ing a nat ionwide problem . 

Kruger m ay have a (7)  ____. Three pedest r ians have been killed in t he past  
four m ont hs in New YorkÕs Brooklyn dist r ict . They all walked int o busy t raff ic 
because t hey were dist ract ed by an elect ronic device of  som e (8)  ____. I n 
one case, byst anders shouted at  som eone to be careful seconds before t hey  
were knocked down and becam e anot her t raff ic accident  (9)  ____. Despit e 
the alarm ing increase in deat hs caused by  dist ract ions from  iPods et c, New 
Yorkers are (10)  ____ t o ignore any new law forbidding t heir use in t he 
st reet s. Many resident s believe Kruger  is going t oo far  and t hat  t he law t reat s 
people as (11)  ____ t hey  had no sense. Brooklyn resident  Mary  Albert o was 
out raged at  KrugerÕs proposal. She said:  ÒEnough is (12)  ____. I  have been 
able to cross t he st reet  since I  was eight .Ó She also j oked that  one day  
people m ight  be f ined for not  looking bot h ways. 

1. (a)  awhile (b)  while ( c)  dur ing (d)  am id 

2. (a)  int roduct ion (b)  int roduce (c)  int roduced (d)  int ro 

3. (a)  break ing (b)  breaks ( c)  broke (d)  broken 

4. (a)  becom ing (b)  upcom ing ( c)  incom ing (d)  oncom ing 

5. (a)  to (b)  for ( c)  at  (d)  in 

6. (a)  hand (b)  head (c)  leg (d)  foot  

7. (a)  point s (b)  point  ( c)  pointer (d)  point ing 

8. (a)  shor ten (b)  sort ing ( c)  shor t  (d)  sort  

9. (a)  stat ist ical (b)  stat ist ic ( c)  stat ist ics (d)  stats 

10. (a)  likelihood (b)  likes ( c)  likely (d)  liken 

11. (a)  though (b)  because (c)  however (d)  even 

12. (a)  m ore (b)  plent y ( c)  enough (d)  m any 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
laws for pedest rians in different  count ries. Talk about what you 
discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . POSTER:  Make a poster about st reet  et iquet te and pedest rian 
safety. Show your poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Vote 
on who m ade the best  poster. 

4 . GADGET SAF ETY:  Write a safety sheet  for a gadget  ( iPod, 
m obile phone, etc) . Describe the advantages and disadvantages of the 
gadget . I nclude a sect ion on how, when and where to use it  safely. I n 
your next  lesson, talk about your safety sheets with your partner(s) . 

5 . NEW SPAP ER AR TI CLE:  Write a newspaper art icle about the 
problem s of walk ing in the st reets and crossing the roads of your 
town. Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Which art icle was best  and why? 

6 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to a polit ician who wants to int roduce a 
fine for people who cross the road while listening to a m usic player or 
using a m obile phone. Ask him / her three quest ions. Read your let ter to 
your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. out laws bans 

b. fine penalt y  

c. near m isses close shaves  

d. obliv ion unconsciousness  

e. obligat ion duty 

f. dist racted preoccupied  

g. device gadget   

h. bystanders onlookers  

i. alarmi ng dist urbing  

j . out raged fur ious  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. Listening t o an iPod while  walking across t he st reet   

b. The fine for breaking t his law could  be as mu ch as $100  

c. he has wit nessed too  ma ny near m isses  

d. pedest r ians have not  heard or seen  oncom ing t raff ic  

e. Governme nt  has an obligat ion  to protect  it s cit izens  

f. Kruger  m ay  have a point   

g. an elect ronic device of   some  sort   

h. anot her t raf fic accident   stat ist ic 

i. residents believe Kruger is going  too far  

j . fined for not   looking both ways  

GAP FI LL:  

New  l aw  t o  b an  i Pod s o n  N Y st r eet s 
Liste ning to  an iPod wh ile wa lk ing across th e str eet could soon become illegal in New York. Sta te  Senato r  
Carl Kruger wa nts  a law intr oduced th at ou t law s crossing roads wh ile liste ning to  music, ta lk ing on a 
mobile phone or using v ideo games and personal organizers. The f in e for breaking th is law could be as 
much as $100 . The Senat or said he has wi tn essed to o many near m isses wh ereby pedestr ians have not  
heard or seen o n co m in g  tr aff ic because th ey we re to o in vo l ved  in gam ing, chatti ng on th eir phone or  
wh at he descr ibes as being Òlost  in iPod o b l i v io n Ó. Mr.  Kruger to ld repor te rs:  "Government has an 
o b l ig at io n  to  prote ct its  citi zens. This electr onic gadgetr y is reaching th e point wh ere it' sÉc reati ng an 
atm osphere wh ere we  have a maj or public safety  cr isis at  h an d ."  He is concerned th at itÕs becom ing a 
nati onwi de problem. 
Kruger may have a p o in t . Three pedestr ians have been k illed in th e past four month s in New YorkÕs 
Brooklyn distr ict. They all wa lked into  busy tr aff ic because they we re distr acte d by an electr onic device of 
some so r t .  I n one case, b yst an d e r s shoute d at someone t o be careful seconds before th ey we re knocked 
down  and became anot her tr aff ic accident s t a t is t i c. Despite  th e alarm ing increase in death s caused by  
distr acti ons from iPods etc , New Yorkers are likely  to  ig n o r e any new law forbidding th eir use in th e 
str eets . Many residents  believe Kruger is going to o f ar  and th at th e law t reats  people as th ough th ey had 
no sense. Brooklyn resident Mary Alberto  wa s o u t r ag e d  at KrugerÕs proposal. She said:  ÒEnough is 
en o u g h . I  have been able to  cross th e str eet since I  wa s eight.Ó She also joked th at one day people m ight  
be f ined for not looking both  wa ys. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 
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