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THE ARTICLE 

Bill Gates launches Microsoft OS Vista 

Microsoft  f inally released the latest  Windows operat ing system 

around the world on Tuesday. Tit led Vista, the long-awaited 

program  was on shelves in 40,000 stores worldwide. I t  was m ore 

than five years in the m aking, created by 8,000 people and cost  

over $6US billion to develop. Microsoft  founder Bill Gates flew to 

London for the unveiling. He said his new slogan -  ÔThe ÒWowÓ starts 

nowÕ -  would epitom ize what  consumers should expect  from  the 

product . Gates believes users will be wowed by whatÕs on offer. He 

said:  "There are chances for wows all over the product ."  These m ay 

com e in the form  of a slick new 3D interface, a digital m edia lifesty le 

focus, a quick search funct ion, and beefed up securit y. Vista is 

"dram at ically m ore secure than any other operat ing system  

released", Gates told the BBC News. 

Despite the hype and fanfare, the new operat ing system does have 

quite a few hurdles to overcom e. One is that  it  cannot  be used on 

any PC that  is over two years old, which will be too slow to run the 

applicat ions. Another potent ial pit fall is that  hackers have also been 

wait ing five years to crack the softwareÕs code. There m ay well be a 

race to see who can find holes and start  the first  v iruses. Many 

analysts have advised consum ers to be caut ious and wait  to see how 

secure Vista really is before buying it . A further reason why 

custom ers m ay not  dash to the stores to buy Vista is the confusing 

array of versions. Will people want  Vista Starter, Vista Hom e Basic, 

Vista Hom e Premium , Vista Ult im ate or Vista Business? And finally, 

Microsoft  will need to deal with people calling Vista a copycat  of 

AppleÕs Mac OSX. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. MICROSOFT: Find out  what  other student s know about  what  Microsoft  
(Windows,  Hotm ail,  Bill Gates et c) .  Talk  t o as m any students as you can. When you  
have f inished,  sit  w it h your  partner( s)  and share your inform at ion. 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Microsoft  /  Windows operat ing system  /  slogans /  wow /  3D /  digital m edia /  
secur it y /  PCÕs /  hackers /  viruses /  consum ers /  prem ium  /  ult im ate /  copycats 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3. OPERATING SYSTEMS: Here are som e operat ing system  features.  
With your partners, rank t hem  in order of m ost  im portant .  Explain your ranking. 

¥ Looks beaut iful 
¥ Secure from  v iruses 
¥ Let s you store photos and play m usic 
¥ You can easily search for  your f iles 

¥ I tÕs cheap 
¥ I tÕs quick to start  
¥ I t  never freezes 
¥ Other  ____________ 

After  you have finished,  decide which of the speeches you m ost  agree with. 

4. QUICK DEBATE: Students A believe MicrosoftÕs Windows Vista operat ing 
system  will wow the world. Students B believe a com puter  operat ing system  is too 
boring to wow anyone but  com puter  geeks.  Debate t his and change part ners oft en.   

5. BEING WOWED:  I n pairs /  groups,  discuss which of these new 
com puter funct ions would wow you. How m uch m oney would you pay for t hem ? 
(They w ill never be free.)  When will t hey hit  the shelves? 

a)  A com puter  that  is totally  operated by speech has no keyboard 
b)  Operat ing your com puter from  a m obile phone from  anywhere in the world 
c)  24-hour web cam  surveillance of your hom e -  data saves on your hard dr ive 
d)  Browser windows open and keyboard com m ands all happen in a split  second 
e)  I nstant  whole-body health checks 
f)  A digital pal that  talks to you,  t ells j okes that  are funny,  and gives you adv ice 

6. WOW: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you  
associate with t he word ÒwowÓ. Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Microsoft  Vist a was released in t he USA only. T /  F 

b. Vista was developed by 8,000 people. T /  F 

c. Microsoft Õs slogan is ÒOpen bigger v ist as wit h VistaÓ. T /  F 

d. Bill Gat es said Vist a was dram at ically m ore secure t han before. T /  F 

e. Vista can be used on any PC bought  in t he last  ten years. T /  F 

f.  Analyst s caut ion consum ers against  buy ing now in case of v iruses.  T /  F 

g. There are f ive dif ferent  versions of t he operat ing system  for sale. T /  F 

h. Many people t hink Apple Com puter w ill copy Vist a. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. unveiling publicity 

b. epitom ize polished 

c. wowed im itator 

d. slick st rengthened 

e. beefed up hazard 

f.  hype launch 

g. overcom e range 

h. pit fall sum  up 

i.  array get  t he bet ter  of 

j .  copycat  astonished 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. I t  was m ore than five years in  up secur it y 

b. Gates believes users w ill be wowed  to the stores 

c. a slick  to overcom e 

d. beefed  by whatÕs on offer 

e. dram at ically  m ore secure of AppleÕs Mac OSX 

f. Despit e t he hype  the m aking 

g. quit e a few hurdles is t hat  hackers have also been wait ing 

h. Another potent ial pit fall than any other  operat ing system   

i.  custom ers m ay not  dash  and fanfareÉ  

j .  people calling Vista a copycat   new 3D inter face 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Bill Gates launches Microsoft OS Vista 

Microsoft  f inally released t he ________ Windows operat ing 

system  around t he wor ld on Tuesday . Tit led Vist a, t he long-

awaited program  was on ________ in 40,000 st ores 

worldwide. I t  was m ore t han f ive years in t he ________, 

creat ed by 8,000 people and cost  over  $6US billion t o 

develop. Microsoft  founder Bill Gates f lew t o London for  t he 

________. He said his new slogan -  ÔThe ÒWowÓ start s nowÕ 

-  would ________ what  consum ers should expect  from  the 

product . Gates believes users w ill be wowed by whatÕs on 

offer . He said:  "There are chances for ________ all over  t he 

product ."  These m ay com e in t he form  of a ________ new 

3D interface, a digit al m edia lifesty le focus, a quick search 

funct ion,  and ________ up securit y.  Vista is "dram at ically  

m ore secure t han any ot her operat ing system  released" ,  

Gates t old t he BBC News. 

 

 
wows 

unveiling 

shelves 

beefed 

epit om ize 

latest  

slick 

m aking 

Despite t he hype and ________, t he new operat ing syst em  

does have quit e a few ________ to overcom e. One is t hat  it  

cannot  be used on any PC t hat  is over two years old, which 

will be t oo slow t o run t he applicat ions. Anot her pot ent ial 

________ is t hat  hackers have also been wait ing f ive years 

to ________ the soft wareÕs code. There m ay well be a race 

to see who can f ind holes and st art  t he first  v iruses. Many  

analyst s have advised consum ers t o be ________ and wait  

to see how secure Vist a really is before buying it . A fur t her  

reason why cust om ers m ay not  ________ to t he st ores t o 

buy Vist a is t he confusing ________ of versions. Will people 

want  Vist a Starter , Vista Hom e Basic, Vist a Hom e Prem ium , 

Vista Ult im ate or Vist a Business? And f inally,  Microsoft  w ill 

need t o ________ wit h people calling Vista a copycat  of  

AppleÕs Mac OSX. 

 

 crack 

ar ray 

pit fall 

deal 

caut ious 

fanfare 

dash 

hurdles 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Bill Gates launches Microsoft OS Vista 

Microsoft  f inally released t he latest  Windows operat ing syst em  around t he 

world on Tuesday. _______ Vist a, t he _____________ program  was on 

shelves in 40,000 stores worldw ide. I t  was m ore t han f ive years 

________________, created by 8,000 people and cost  over $6US billion t o 

develop. Microsoft  founder Bill Gates flew to London for  t he ___________. 

He said his new slogan -  ÔThe ÒWowÓ st art s nowÕ -  would ___________ what  

consum ers should expect  f rom  t he product . Gates believes users will be 

wowed by whatÕs on offer . He said:  "There are chances for  

_______________ t he product ."  These m ay com e in t he form  of a slick new 

3D interface, a digit al m edia lifesty le focus, a quick search funct ion, and 

______________ securit y . Vista is "dram at ically m ore secure t han any ot her  

operat ing system  released" , Gates t old t he BBC News. 

Despite t he ________________, t he new operat ing syst em  does have quit e 

a few hurdles t o overcom e. One is t hat  it  cannot  be used on any PC t hat  is 

over two years old, which will be t oo slow to run t he applicat ions. Anot her  

_____________ is t hat  hackers have also been wait ing f ive years t o ______ 

the soft wareÕs code. There _____________ race to see who can find holes 

and start  the first  v iruses. Many analyst s have adv ised consum ers t o be 

caut ious and wait  to see how secure Vist a really is before buy ing it . A furt her  

reason why cust om ers m ay not  dash t o the st ores t o buy Vista is t he 

____________ of versions. Will people want  Vista St art er , Vist a Hom e Basic,  

Vista Hom e Prem ium , Vista Ult im ate or  Vist a Business? And f inally ,  Microsoft  

will need _____________ people calling Vista a copycat  of AppleÕs Mac OSX. 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘wow’ and ‘slogan’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “MICROSOFT” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  Bill Gates, Microsoft  and Vista. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ shelves 
¥ m aking 
¥ unveiling 
¥ offer 
¥ slick 
¥ dram at ically 

¥ fanfare 
¥ potent ial 
¥ well 
¥ caut ious 
¥ array 
¥ copycat  
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. Did anything in the art icle surprise you? 
c. Do you think Vista will wow the world? 
d. When was the last  t im e you were wowed by anything or anyone? 
e. Would you like to use Vista? 
f. What  operat ing system problem s annoy you? 
g. Why do you think a piece of com puter software takes so much 

t im e and m oney to create? 
h. Do you now have a digital media lifesty le? 
i. Do you think beefed up security is im portant? 
j . Have you seen anything of the unveiling on TV, on the I nternet  

or in newspapers? 

✄--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you believe the hype and fanfare when technology com panies 

release new products? 
d. Do you adm ire Bill Gates and Microsoft? 
e. What  potent ial pit falls do you experience with using a com puter? 
f. Are you worried hackers will crack VistaÕs code and spread 

com puter viruses? 
g. Would you like to buy Vista Starter, Vista Hom e Basic, Vista 

Hom e Premium , Vista Ult im ate or Vista Business? 
h. I s it  OK for Microsoft  to copy so much of what Apple Com puters 

is doing, and then proclaim it  as innovat ive? 
i. I f you had to name the next  big operat ing system , what  would 

you call it  and why? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

WOWS:  

You work for Microsoft  in t he Depar tm ent  of Wows. Wit h your wowing 
part ner( s) , develop a present at ion t hat  Bill Gates m ust  give at  t he launch of  
the Vist a operat ing system . Use t he table below t o help you. 

 
The biggest  wow Wow # 2 Wow # 3 

Design and look    

Secur it y    

Music    

Photos    

Study ing English 
applicat ion 

   

Your secret  wow 

______________ 

   

After  you give your presentat ion t o t he class /  ot her wow team s, decide on 
which wowers were best . Vote on a Wow Fact or score of 1 t o 10 (10 is t he 
wowest  wow).  Perhaps one st udent  could operate t he wowom et er . 

Change part ner( s)  and give help on m aking your presentat ions bet ter . Tel l 
each ot her what  is needed for ext ra wow. Present  again. 

Discuss t he t hings you heard.  What  ones would be m ost  excit ing or useful in 
your  life? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Choose t he correct  words from  aÐd below and writ e 
them  in t he art icle. 

Bill Gates launches Microsoft OS Vista 
Microsoft  (1)  _____ released t he latest  Windows operat ing syst em  around 
the world on Tuesday . Tit led Vista, t he (2)  _____ -awaited program  was on 
shelves in 40,000 st ores worldw ide. I t  was m ore t han five years (3)  _____ 
the m ak ing, created by 8,000 people and cost  over $6US billion t o develop. 
Microsoft  founder Bill Gates f lew t o London for t he unveiling. He said his new 
slogan -  ÔThe ÒWowÓ start s nowÕ -  would (4)  _____ what  consum ers should 
expect  from  t he product . Gat es believes users w ill be wowed by whatÕs on 
offer . He said:  "There are chances for  wows all over t he product ."  These m ay 
com e in the form  of a (5)  _____ new 3D interface, a digit al m edia lifesty le 
focus, a quick search funct ion,  and (6)  _____ up securit y . Vist a is 
"dram at ically m ore secure t han any ot her operat ing system  released" , Gat es 
told t he BBC News. 

Despite t he hype and (7)  _____, t he new operat ing system  does have quite a 
few hurdles t o overcom e. One is t hat  it  cannot  be used on any PC t hat  is over  
two years old, which will be t oo slow t o run t he applicat ions. Anot her  
pot ent ial pit fall is t hat  hackers have also been wait ing five years t o (8)  _____ 
the soft wareÕs code. There (9)  _____ well be a race to see who can f ind holes 
and start  the first  v iruses. Many analyst s have adv ised consum ers t o be   
(10)  _____ and wait  t o see how secure Vista really is before buy ing it . A 
furt her reason why cust om ers m ay not  dash t o t he st ores t o buy Vist a is t he 
confusing (11)  _____ of versions. Will people want  Vista St arter , Vista Hom e 
Basic, Vista Hom e Prem ium , Vist a Ult im at e or Vist a Business? And finally ,  
Microsoft  will need to deal wit h people calling Vist a a (12)  _____ of AppleÕs 
Mac OSX. 

1. (a)  finality (b)  finalized ( c)  final (d)  finally 

2. (a)  long (b)  longish ( c)  lengthy (d)  longing 

3. (a)  in (b)  on ( c)  of (d)  at  

4. (a)  essence (b)  epitaph ( c)  epitom e (d)  epitom ize 

5. (a)  licks (b)  slacker ( c)  slick (d)  slack 

6. (a)  beefy (b)  beefed ( c)  beefcake (d)  m eaty 

7. (a)  fun fair (b)  fanfare ( c)  fan belt s (d)  fan m ail 

8. (a)  crack-up (b)  crackdown (c)  crack (d)  click 

9. (a)  m ay (b)  can ( c)  will ( d)  have to 

10. (a)  caut ioned (b)  caut ious ( c)  caut ion (d)  caut ionary 

11. (a)  array (b)  arrange (c)  vary (d)  var ious 

12. (a)  top dog (b)  horseplay ( c)  fishbow l (d)  copycat  
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
the history of Microsoft . Talk about what  you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. WOW: You are t ired of the technology you current ly have. Make a 
list  of it . Write som e ideas about how to add m ore wow to your devices 
/  products.  Show your ideas to your classm ates in your next  lesson. 
Ask each other quest ions about  your ideas. 

4. LETTER: Write a let ter to Microsoft  CEO Bill Gates. Tell him  what 
you think of him , his com pany and his products. Ask him  three 
quest ions. Read your let ter to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which let ter did you like best  
and why? 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. F f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. unveiling launch 

b. epit omi ze sum up 

c. wowed ast onished 

d. slick polished  

e. beefed up st rengthened  

f. hype publicit y  

g. overcome  get  the bet ter of 

h. pit fall hazard  

i. array range  

j . copycat  imi tat or  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. I t  was m ore t han five years in  the m aking 

b. Gates believes users w ill be wowed  by whatÕs on offer   

c. a slick  new 3D interface 

d. beefed  up secur it y  

e. dram at ically m ore secure than any  ot her operat ing system   

f. Despit e the hype  and fanfareÉ  

g. quite a few hurdles to overcome   

h. Anot her potent ial pit fall is t hat  hackers have also been wait ing  

i. custome rs m ay not  dash  to the st ores  

j . people calling Vist a a copycat   of AppleÕs Mac OSX  

GAP FILL: 

Bill Gates launches Microsoft OS Vista 
Microsoft f inally  released th e latest Windows operati ng syst em around th e wo rld on Tuesday. Titl ed Vista ,  
th e long-awa ite d program wa s on shelves in 40,00 0 sto res wo rldwi de. I t wa s more th an f ive years in th e 
making, create d by 8,000 people and cost over $6U S billion to  develop. Microsoft founder Bill Gate s f lew 
to  London for th e unveiling. He said his new slogan - ÔThe ÒWowÓ sta rts  nowÕ -  wo uld epitomize wh at  
consumers should expect from th e product. Gate s believes users wi ll be wo we d by wh atÕs on offer. He 
said:  "There are chances for wows all over th e product."  These may come in th e form  of a slick new 3D  
inte rface, a digita l media lifesty le focus, a quick search functi on, and beefed up security . Vista  is 
"dramati cally  more secure th an any oth er operati ng syste m released", Gate s to ld th e BBC News. 

Despite  th e hype and fanfare, th e new operati ng syste m does have quite  a few hurdles to  overcome.  
One is th at it cannot be used on any PC th at is over t wo  years old, wh ich wi ll be to o slow to  run the 
applicati ons. Anoth er pote nti al pitfall is th at hackers have also been wa iti ng f ive years to  crack th e 
softwa reÕs code. There may we ll be a race to  see wh o can f ind holes and sta rt th e f irst v iruses. Many 
analysts  have advised consumers to  be cautious and wa it t o see how secure Vista  really  is before buying 
it. A furth er reason wh y cust omers may not dash to  th e sto res to  buy Vista  is th e confusing array of  
versions. Will people wa nt Vista  Sta rte r, Vista  Home Basic,  Vista  Home Prem ium, Vista  Ulti mate  or Vist a 
Business? And f inally , Microsoft wi ll need to  deal wi th  people calling Vista  a copycat of AppleÕs Mac OSX. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - a 4 - d 5 - c 6 - b 7 - b 8 - c 9 - a 10 - b 11 - a 12 - d 
 


