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THE ARTI CLE 

I r aq  W ar  p r o t est s in W ashi ng t o n DC 

Ant i-war protestors cam e out en m asse on Saturday all over the 

USA, protest ing against  the US governm entÕs policy in I raq. 

Thousands of veterans and m ilitary families joined Hollywood 

celebrit ies and peace groups in m aking their opposit ion to Am ericaÕs 

presence in I raq known to President George W. Bush. Tens of 

thousands rallied in front  of the White House to pressure the 

governm ent to vacate I raq as soon as possible. Dem ocrat  John 

Conyers said the large nat ionwide turnout  showed Am ericans want  

change:  " I t  takes theÉ out rage of the Am erican people to force 

Washington to do the right  thing,"  he said. "We've got  to hold m ore 

of these ... unt il our governm ent gets the message. Out of I raq 

im m ediately. This year. We've got  to go."  The protests m ay signal 

the beginning of the end of US t roops being in I raq. 

Bush's approval rat ings are rock bot tom  and m ost Am ericans 

disapprove of his plan to send another 21,500 t roops to I raq.  

However, the President  is convinced his new st rategy will end in 

v ictory and secure him with a legacy of being a peacem aker. He 

seem s to be get t ing into ever-murkier depths polit ically. Over 3,000 

Am erican soldiers and tens of thousands of I raqis have been killed 

since the 2003 invasion. I raq War veteran Garet t  Reppenhagen 

vented his anger at  President  Bush, saying:  "When I  served in the 

war, I  thought I  was serving honorably. I nstead, I  was sent to war 

for causes that  have proved fraudulent ."  Perhaps the m ost  notable 

opinion of the day was voiced by Hollywood act ress Jane Fonda who 

said:  "Silence is no longer an opt ion. I Õm  so sad we have to do this -

-  that  we did not  learn from  the lessons of the Vietnam War."  
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . I RAQ W AR:  Talk to your partner( s)  about  the history  of your feelings 
about  t he I raq War.  What  did you t hink before and aft er the invasion? What  do you 
think now? Change part ners oft en t o exchange each other  h istories. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Anti-war / protestors / veterans / pressure / doing the right thing / US troops / 
approval ratings / rock bottom / legacies / invasions / silence / Vietnam War 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . PROTESTORS:  With your partners, decide what  each of t hese people 
m ight  say if  they gave a speech at  an Ant i- I raq War rally. 

¥ A Hollywood m ovie star 
¥ The m other of a US soldier in I raq 
¥ A cit izen of Baghdad 
¥ A Vietnam  War veteran 

¥ A soldier in I raq 
¥ The I ranian president  
¥ The French president  
¥ Other  ____________ 

After  you have finished,  decide which of the speeches you m ost  agree with. 

4 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe George W. Bush should withdraw US 
forces from  I raq im m ediately.  Students B believe Am er ican t roops should stay t en 
years if necessary.  Debate th is w ith your  par tners. Change par tners oft en.  

5 . OPI NI ONS:   I n pairs /  groups, d iscuss these opinions on t he Ant i- I raq War 
protest s.  Change part ners and opinion oft en. 

a)  The protest s prove m ost  Am ericans want  peace 
b)  The protest s are a wonderfu l exam ple of freedom  and libert y 
c)  George W. Bush w ill never be persuaded by such protest s 
d)  The protest s show how unpat riot ic Am er icans are when t roops are dying 
e)  The protest s are the beginning of the end of US involvem ent  in I raq 
f)  The US w ill w in the War on Terror,  so the protests are fut ile 

6 . PROTEST:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w it h t he word ÒprotestÓ. Share your words w ith your partner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Ant i-war prot estors cam e t o an open-air m ass on Sat urday . T /  F 

b. Hollywood m ovie stars were film ing an ant i-war film  in Washingt on. T /  F 

c. Tens of  t housand of  people rallied in f ront  of the White House. T /  F 

d. A US polit ician t old crowds t he US had t o leave I raq im m ediately. T /  F 

e. President  BushÕs approval rat ings have hit  rock bot t om . T /  F 

f.  Over 5 ,000 US t roops have died in I raq so far . T /  F 

g. An I raq War soldier said he was sent  t o war  for fraudulent  reasons. T /  F 

h. Hollywood act ress Jane Fonda said silence is t he only opt ion. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. en m asse leave 

b. rallied fury 

c. vacate significant  

d. out rage the lowest  

e. signal together 

f.  rock bot tom  dir t ier 

g. m urk ier dishonest  

h. vented dem onst rated 

i.  fraudulent  poured out  

j .  notable indicate 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. Ant i-war protestors cam e  rallied in front  of the Whit e House 

b. m aking their  opposit ion t o Am ericaÕs  that  have proved fraudulent  

c. Tens of t housands  turnout  

d. the large nat ionwide  of being a peacem aker 

e. The protest s m ay signal the beginning  depths 

f.  Bush's approval  presence in I raq known 

g. secure him  with a legacy  out  en m asse 

h. m urk ier   longer an opt ion 

i.  I  was sent  to war for  causes  of the end 

j .  Silence is no  rat ings are rock bot tom  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

I r aq  W ar  p r o t est s i n  W ash i n g t on  DC 

Ant i-war  protest ors cam e out  ________ on Sat urday  all 

over t he USA, prot est ing against  t he US governm ent Õs 

policy in I raq. Thousands of ________ and m ilitary fam ilies 

j oined Hollywood celebr it ies and peace groups in m aking 

their ________ t o Am er icaÕs presence in I raq known to 

President  George W. Bush. Tens of t housands ________ in  

front  of t he Whit e House to pressure t he governm ent  t o 

vacate I raq as soon as possible. Dem ocrat  John Conyers 

said t he large nat ionwide ________ showed Am ericans 

want  change:  " I t  t akes t heÉ ________ of t he Am er ican 

people t o force Washingt on t o do t he r ight  thing,"  he said.  

"We've got  t o ________ m ore of t hese . . . unt il our  

governm ent  get s t he m essage. Out  of I raq im m ediately .  

This year . We've got  to go."  The protest s m ay ________ 

the beginning of t he end of US t roops being in I raq.  

 
outrage 

rallied 

turnout 

signal 

en masse 

opposition 

hold 

veterans 

Bush's approval ________ are rock bot tom  and m ost  

Am ericans disapprove of his plan t o send anot her 21,500  

t roops t o I raq. However,  t he President  is conv inced his new 

st rategy w ill end in v ict ory and ________ him  w it h a legacy  

of being a peacem aker . He seem s t o be get t ing into ever-

m urk ier ________ polit ically. Over 3,000 Am er ican soldiers 

and tens of thousands of I raqis have been killed since the 

2003 ________. I raq War veteran Garet t  Reppenhagen 

________ his anger at  President  Bush, saying:  "When I  

served in t he war , I  t hought  I  was serving honorably .  

I nst ead, I  was sent  to war  for causes t hat  have proved 

________."  Perhaps t he m ost  notable opinion of t he day  

was ________ by  Hollywood act ress Jane Fonda who said:  

"Silence is no longer an ________. I 'm  so sad we have t o 

do t his - -  t hat  we did not  learn f rom  t he lessons of t he 

Viet nam  War."  

 fraudulent 

invasion 

secure 

vented 

ratings 

option 

voiced 

depths 



I raq War protests in Washington DC – 28 January, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
6 

LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

I r aq  W ar  p r o t est s i n  W ash i n g t on  DC 

Ant i-war  protest ors cam e _______________ Sat urday  all over t he USA, 

protest ing against  t he US governm entÕs policy in I raq. Thousands of vet erans 

and m ilitary  fam ilies j oined Hollywood celebrit ies and peace groups in m ak ing 

their opposit ion t o Am ericaÕs _______________ t o President  George W.  

Bush. Tens of t housands rallied in front  of  the White House t o pressure t he 

governm ent  t o vacate I raq as soon as possible. Dem ocrat  John Conyers said 

the large _______________  showed Am er icans want  change:  " I t  t akes 

theÉ out rage of t he Am er ican people t o force Washington t o do t he r ight  

thing,"  he said. "We've got  t o hold m ore of  t hese . . . unt il our  governm ent  

get s t he m essage. Out  of I raq im m ediately .  This year.  We've got  t o go."  The 

protest s m ay signal _______________ of US t roops being in I raq. 

Bush's _______________  and m ost  Am ericans disapprove of his plan t o 

send anot her 21,500 t roops t o I raq. However , t he President  is convinced his 

new st rategy w ill end in v ict ory and _______________  of being a 

peacem aker.  He seem s t o be get t ing into _______________  polit ically . Over  

3,000 Am erican soldiers and t ens of  t housands of  I raqis have been k illed 

since t he 2003 invasion. I raq War veteran Garet t  Reppenhagen vented his 

anger at  President  Bush, say ing:  "When I  served in t he war , I  thought  I  was 

_______________. I nstead, I  was sent  to war for causes t hat  have 

_______________."  Perhaps t he m ost  notable opinion of t he day was voiced 

by Hollywood act ress Jane Fonda who said:  "Silence is no longer an opt ion.  

I Õm  so sad we have to do this - -  t hat  we did not  learn f rom  t he lessons of t he 

Viet nam  War."  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôan t iÕ and Ôw ar Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒI RAQ W AR Ó SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  the future of US involvem ent  in I raq. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ en m asse 
¥ celebrit ies 
¥ known 
¥ turnout  
¥ out rage 
¥ signal 

¥ rock 
¥ legacy 
¥ depths 
¥ vented 
¥ notable 
¥ lessons 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did t he headline m ake you want  t o read t he art icle? 
b.  Did anyt hing in t he art icle surprise you? 
c.  Do you t hink t he protest s in Am er ica will change anyt hing? 
d.  Would you ever, or have you ever , protest ed against  anyt hing? 
e.  Do you t hink t he USA should leave I raq im m ediately? 
f.  How would you feel if you were sent  t o war for  fraudulent  reasons? 
g.  Do you t hink t he protest s signal t he beginning of t he end for George 

W. Bush? 
h.  I s it  unpat r iot ic t o dem onst rate against  a war your governm ent  is 

involved in? 
i.  Do you t hink George W. Bush w ill win t he War on Terror? 
j .  What  do you t hink will be BushÕs legacy? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading t his art icle? 
b.  What  do you t hink about  what  you read? 
c.  How have your  opinions about  t he I raq War changed over t he years? 
d.  I s George W. Bush a peacem aker? 
e.  Do you t hink t he USA should stay  in I raq anot her ten years, if 

necessary? 
f.  Why do so m any Hollywood act ors cam paign against  war? 
g.  Do you t hink t he USA and ot her count r ies ever learn lessons from  t heir 

wars? 
h.  Where do you t hink t he USA w ill f ight  it s next  war? 
i.  What  would happen if t he US left  I raq t om orrow? 
j .  Did you like t his discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 



I raq War protests in Washington DC – 28 January, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
9 

SPEAKI NG 

ROLE PLAY :   

A discussion about  the I raq War. 

Team  up w ith classm ates who have been assigned t he sam e role to develop your  
roles and discuss ideas and Òst rategiesÓ before t he role play begins.  I nt roduce 
yourself to the other role p layers. Discuss your roles aft er the role p lay ends. 

Role A Ð Baghdad cit izen 

You are fed up with airplanes bombing your cit y and suicide 
bom bers creat ing terror and havoc. You want  a norm al life. The USA 
does not  understand I raqis or the Middle East . You prefer the 
stability  of life under Saddam  Hussein 

- Think of more reasons why the USA should leave immediately.  

Role B Ð I raqi leader 

You believe the future and safety of I raq can only be won with the 
help of the US. The terrorists that  are dest roying I raq m ust be 
beaten. The US has the best  plan to rebuild I raq and m ake it  st rong. 

- Think of more reasons why the USA should stay.  

Role C Ð SoldierÕs m other /  father 

You are furious your count ry sent  your son to war for fraudulent  
reasons. There were no weapons of m ass dest ruct ion. You are 
furious your leaders lied to the world. You believe the invasion of 
I raq m eans Al Qaeda now have a place to pract ice. 

- Think of more reasons why the US troops should all go home. 

Role D Ð US leader 

You believe your plan to send 21,000 m ore t roops to I raq is a great  
st rategy. You are sure you will win the War on Terror. You believe in 
ten years Al Qaeda will be finished and I raqis will have a special 
holiday to celebrate Am ericaÕs victories in I raq. 

- Think of more reasons why the US should stay and fight in Iraq. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Choose t he correct  words from  aÐd below and writ e 
them  in t he art icle. 

I r aq  W ar  p r o t est s in W ashi ng t o n DC 
Ant i-war  protest ors cam e out  (1)  ___ m asse on Sat urday all over  t he USA, 
protest ing against  t he US governm entÕs policy in I raq. Thousands of vet erans 
and m ilit ary fam ilies j oined Hollywood celebr it ies and peace groups (2)  ___  
m ak ing t heir  opposit ion t o Am ericaÕs presence in I raq (3)  ___ t o President  
George W. Bush. Tens of t housands rallied in front  of t he White House t o 
pressure t he governm ent  t o vacate I raq as soon as possible. Dem ocrat  John 
Conyers said t he large nat ionwide (4)  ___ showed Am er icans want  change:  
" I t  t akes t heÉ out rage of  t he Am erican people t o force Washingt on t o do t he 
r ight  t hing,"  he said. "We've got  t o (5)  ___ m ore of t hese . .. unt il our  
governm ent  get s the m essage. Out  of I raq im m ediately . This year . We've got  
to go."  The protest s m ay (6)  ___ t he beginning of t he end of  US t roops being 
in I raq. 

Bush's approval rat ings are (7)  ___ bot tom  and m ost  Am er icans disapprove 
of his plan t o send anot her 21,500 t roops t o I raq. However , t he President  is 
convinced his new st rategy w ill end in v ict ory and secure him  w it h a (8)  ___ 
of being a peacem aker . He seem s t o be get t ing int o (9)  ___ m urkier  dept hs 
polit ically.  Over  3 ,000 Am er ican soldiers and t ens of  t housands of I raqis have 
been k illed since t he 2003 invasion. I raq War veteran Garet t  Reppenhagen 
(10)  ___ his anger at  President  Bush, say ing:  "When I  served in t he war , I  
thought  I  was serving honorably. I nstead, I  was sent  to war for  causes t hat  
have proved fraudulent ."  Perhaps t he m ost  (11)  ___ opinion of t he day was 
voiced by Hollywood act ress Jane Fonda who said:  "Silence is no longer an 
(12)  ___. I 'm  so sad we have t o do t his - -  t hat  we did not  learn from  the 
lessons of t he Viet nam  War."  

1. (a)  in (b)  en ( c)  on (d)  an 

2. (a)  in (b)  on ( c)  of (d)  at  

3. (a)  knower (b)  know ledge (c)  known (d)  know ing 

4. (a)  turnaround (b)  turnout  ( c)  turnoff (d)  turndown 

5. (a)  herald (b)  held ( c)  holder (d)  hold 

6. (a)  significant  (b)  signal ( c)  signage (d)  signature 

7. (a)  rock (b)  stone ( c)  diam ond (d)  pebble 

8. (a)  litany (b)  lacy ( c)  lunacy (d)  legacy 

9. (a)  never (b)  ever ( c)  clever (d)  sever 

10. (a)  videoed (b)  vetoed (c)  vented (d)  vault ed 

11. (a)  not ional (b)  notable ( c)  m em o (d)  notor iety 

12. (a)  opt ing (b)  opt im ism  (c)  opt ion (d)  opera 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
the history of the I raq War and how public opinion in Am erica has 
changed. Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . PROTEST:  Make a plan of act ion to protest  against  one of the 
following:  (a)  US presence in I raq, (b)  the idea of US t roops leaving 
I raq soon. Decide what st rategies youÕll use (pet it ions, m arches, 
boycot ts, etc) . Show your plan to your classm ates in your next  lesson. 
Ask each other quest ions about  your plans. 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter from a Baghdad cit izen to President  
George W. Bush. Tell him what  itÕs like to live in Baghdad. Ask him  
three quest ions. Read your let ter to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which let ter did 
you like best  and why? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. T f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. en ma sse toget her 

b. rallied dem onst rat ed 

c. vacate leave  

d. out rage fury  

e. signal indicate  

f. rock  bot tom  the lowest   

g. mu rk ier dir t ier   

h. vented poured out   

i. fraudulent  dishonest   

j . not able signif icant   

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. Ant i- war protestors cam e  out  en m asse 

b. ma king their  opposit ion to Ame ricaÕs  presence in I raq known 

c. Tens of t housands  rallied in front  of t he White House  

d. the large nat ionwide  turnout   

e. The prot ests m ay signal the beginning  of t he end  

f. Bush's approval  rat ings are rock bot t om  

g. secure him wit h a legacy  of being a peacema ker  

h. mu rk ier  dept hs  

i. I  was sent  t o war  for  causes  that  have proved fraudulent   

j . Silence is no  longer  an opt ion  

GAP FI LL:  

I r aq  W ar  p r o t est s i n  W ash in g t o n  DC 
Anti -wa r prote sto rs came out en  m asse on Satu rday all over th e USA, prote sti ng against th e US 
governmentÕs policy in I raq. Thousands of vet e r an s and m ilita ry fam ilies joined Hollywo od celebriti es and 
peace groups in making th eir o p p o si t io n  to  AmericaÕs presence in I raq known  to  President George W.  
Bush. Tens of th ousands r a l l ie d  in front of th e White  House to  pressure th e government to  vacate  I raq as 
soon as possible. Democrat John Conyers said th e large nati onwi de t u r n o u t  showe d Americans wa nt  
change:  " I t ta kes th eÉ o u t r ag e of th e American people to  force Washingto n to  do th e r ight th ing,"  he 
said. "We've got to  h o l d  more of th ese . .. unti l our government gets  th e message. Out of I raq 
immediate ly . This year. We've got to  go."  The prote sts  may s ig n al  th e beginning of th e end of US tr oops 
being in I raq.  

Bush's approval r a t in g s are rock botto m and most Americans disapprove of his plan to  send anoth er 
21,500 tr oops to  I raq. Howe ver, th e President is convinced his new str ate gy wi ll end in v icto ry and secu r e  
him  wi th  a legacy of being a peacemaker. He seems to  be getti ng into  ever-murk ier d ep t h s politi cally .  
Over 3,000 American soldiers and te ns of th ousands of I raqis have been k illed since th e 2003 in vasio n .  
I raq War vete ran Garett Reppenhagen ven t ed  his anger at President Bush, saying:  "When I  served in th e 
wa r, I  th ought I  wa s serv ing honorably. I nste ad, I  was sent to  wa r for causes th at have proved 
f r au d u len t . "  Perhaps th e most nota ble opinion of th e day wa s vo i ced  by Hollywo od actr ess Jane Fonda 
wh o said:  "Silence is no longer an o p t io n . I Õm  so sad we  have to do th is - -  th at we  did not learn from th e 
lessons of th e Vietn am War."  

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - a 3 - c 4 - b 5 - d 6 - b 7 - a 8 - d 9 - b 10 - c 11 - b 12 - c 
 


