
  

www.Breaking News English.com 

Ready-to-use ESL / EFL Lessons 

Th e Br eak in g  New s En g l i sh .co m  Resou r ce Book  

Ò1,000 I deas & Act ivit ies For Language TeachersÓ 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

U.S.:  Ch in a m issi le  a  dan ger  t o  m oder n  l i f e  
 URL:  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/0701/070124-star_wars.html 

Con t en t s 

The Art icle 2 

Warm -ups 3 

Before Reading /  Listening 4 

While Reading /  Listening 5 

Listening Gap Fill  6 

After Reading  7 

Discussion  8 

Speaking 9 

Language Work 10 

Hom ework 11 

Answers 12 

2 4  Jan u ar y , 2 0 0 7  



U.S.:  China m issile a danger to m odern life Ð 24 January, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
2 

THE ARTI CLE 

U.S.:  Chi n a m issi l e  a  d an g er  t o  m o d er n l i f e  

China has reopened the Star Wars debate by test ing an ant i- satellite 

m issile. China's dest ruct ion of a defunct  weather satellite using a 

m edium- range, land-based rocket  has caused quite a st ir in 

Washington. The m issile intercepted the satellite and st ruck with 

sufficient  force to obliterate it  without any need for explosive 

warheads. I t  is a relat ively low-tech solut ion to target ing satellites 

and one which the US has had the know-how of for several decades. 

Regardless, a clearly irked U.S. State Departm ent  rem inded the 

world that  Òm odern life as we know itÓ depends on the security of 

satellites and other technologies in space and plainly stated it  was 

opposed to Òany m ilitarizat ion of spaceÓ. These com ments are likely 

to confuse m any of the worldÕs polit icians and comm entators who 

view the USA as the chief protagonist  in pursing space-based 

m ilitary capabilit ies. 

Washington also expressed concerns about  the danger of debris 

following the dest ruct ion of the satellite. State Departm ent  

spokesm an Tom  Casey said the explosion would:  Òproduce extensive 

am ounts of space debris, [ which]  have the potent ial for disturbing or  

accidentally disrupt ing comm unicat ion satellites or other k inds of 

space vehicles that  are out  there.Ó The US Union of Concerned 

Scient ists est im ated the Chinese test  produced over 40,000 

fragm ents up to 10cm  in length. Another US advisory panel warned 

the Chinese could launch a sm all- scale at tack without  warning, 

which could have Òcatast rophicÓ consequences for Am erica. Casey 

acknowledged this, em phasizing the importance of space technology 

on everyday life. He also said satellites were vital for m ilitary 

com m unicat ions. During the last  I raq war, 83%  of com m unicat ions 

between US forces were sent v ia satellites. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . STAR  W AR S:  What  do you know about  star wars? Find out  as m uch as 
you can from  your part ner . Change par tners oft en t o build up your inform at ion. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Star wars /  debates /  weather satellit es /  m issiles /  m odern life /  being irked /  
space debr is /  space vehicles /  out  there /  com m unicat ion /  panels /  US forces 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . MODERN LI FE:  Talk  to your  par tner(s)  about  which of these would m ost  
affect  your  life if  they were not  there. Rank three in order  of m ost  needed.  Discuss 
what  would happen wit hout  these things.  

¥ Weather  forecast s 
¥ MTV 
¥ The I nternet  
¥ Missile guidance during wars 
¥ Airplane radar 

¥ GPS in cars 
¥ Live sport  
¥ I nternat ional t elephone calls 
¥ Space research 
¥ Other  ____________ 

4 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe we should stop m aking space a 
junkyard,  fu ll of defunct  and obsolete technology.  Students B believe m ore m oney 
should be spent  on space explorat ion, m ilitar izat ion and satellit es.  Debate this wit h 
your  par tners. Change par tners oft en.  

5 . HEAD LI NES:   I n pairs /  groups,  discuss these future (or  not  so future 
headlines) .  I m agine they are real Ð you have j ust  seen them . Change part ners and  
headlines oft en. 

a)  Aliens t o invade at  6.38 PM 
b)  First  condom inium  and t echnology park opens on t he m oon 
c)  The US White House m oves to US space stat ion 
d)  China at tacks 250 US satellit es 
e)  New York to Tokyo in 23 m inutes v ia new space rocket  airplane 
f)  Space debr is blocks 90%  of suns rays 

After  you f in ish im agining, talk  about  how possible it  m ight  be t hese headlines com e 
t rue one day. 

6 . SPACE :  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you  
associate with space.  Share your words w ith your  part ner( s)  and talk  about  them .  
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. China dest royed one of it s own weat her sat ellites in a m issile t est . T /  F 

b. The m issile contained a large am ount  of explosive warheads. T /  F 

c. I t  w ill take t he USA a decade to acquire sim ilar know-how. T /  F 

d. The USA is t he chief protagonist  in t he race for  an arsenal in space. T /  F 

e. The US is worried about  space debr is f rom  t he dest royed satellite. T /  F 

f.  The satellite broke up int o 40,000 part s up to 10 inches in lengt h. T /  F 

g. The US is concerned China is able t o at t ack Am erican sat ellit es. T /  F 

h. I n t he I raq War, t he US relied heav ily on satellites t o com m unicat e. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. defunct  annoyed 

b. st ir essent ial 

c. obliterate proponent  

d. irked com m ot ion 

e. protagonist  junk 

f.  debris bit s 

g. extensive obsolete 

h. fragm ents dire 

i.  catast rophic dest roy 

j .  vital substant ial 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. China has reopened  any m ilitarizat ion of space 

b. É  has caused quit e  am ounts of space debr is 

c. a clear ly  protagonist  

d. opposed to  consequences for  Am er ica 

e. the USA as the chief  the Star  Wars debate 

f.  produce extensive  for m ilitary  com m unicat ions 

g. disrupt ing  irked U.S. State Departm ent  

h. Another US advisory  com m unicat ion 

i.  could have Òcatast rophicÓ  a st ir  in Washington 

j .  satellites were vit al  panel 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

U.S.:  Ch i n a m i ssi le  a  d an g er  t o  m od er n  l i f e  

China has ______ t he St ar Wars debate by  test ing an ant i-

sat ellite m issile. China's dest ruct ion of a ______ weat her  

sat ellite using a m edium -range, land-based rocket  has 

caused quite a st ir  in Washingt on. The m issile ______ the 

sat ellite and st ruck w it h sufficient  force to obliterat e it  

wit hout  any need for explosive warheads. I t  is a ______ 

low- tech solut ion t o target ing satellites and one which t he 

US has had t he ______  of for several decades. Regardless,  

a clear ly ______ U.S. Stat e Departm ent  rem inded the wor ld 

that  Òm odern life as we know itÓ depends on t he securit y of  

sat ellites and ot her t echnologies in space and ______ 

stated it  was opposed t o Òany m ilitarizat ion of spaceÓ. These 

com m ent s are likely t o confuse m any  of t he wor ldÕs 

polit icians and com m entat ors who view t he USA as t he chief  

prot agonist  in pursing space-based m ilitary ______. 
  

 
irked 

intercept ed 

plainly 

defunct  

know-how 

reopened 

capabilit ies 

relat ively 

Washingt on also expressed concerns about  the danger  of  

______ follow ing t he dest ruct ion of t he satellite. St ate 

Depart m ent  spokesm an Tom  Casey said the explosion 

would:  Òproduce ______ am ount s of space debris, [ which]  

have t he ______ for dist urbing or accidentally ______ 

com m unicat ion satellites or ot her k inds of space vehicles 

that  are ______ t here.Ó The US Union of  Concerned 

Scient ist s est im at ed t he Chinese test  produced over 40,000 

fragm ent s up to 10cm  in lengt h. Anot her US ______ panel 

warned t he Chinese could launch a sm all- scale at t ack  

wit hout  ______, which could have Òcatast rophicÓ 

consequences for Am erica. Casey acknowledged t his,  

em phasizing t he im port ance of  space technology on 

everyday life. He also said satellites were ______ for  

m ilit ary com m unicat ions. During t he last  I raq war , 83%  of 

com m unicat ions bet ween US forces were sent  v ia satellites. 

 disrupt ing 

adv isory 

extensive 

v ital 

pot ent ial 

out  

warning 

debr is 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

U.S.:  Ch i n a m i ssi le  a  d an g er  t o  m od er n  l i f e  

China has reopened t he Star Wars debat e by test ing an ant i- sat ellit e m issile.  

China's dest ruct ion of a ___________ weat her satellit e using a m edium -

range, land-based rocket  has caused quite a st ir  in Washingt on. The m issile 

___________ t he satellite and st ruck wit h suff icient  force to ___________ it  

wit hout  any  need for  explosive warheads. I t  is a relat ively low- t ech solut ion 

to t arget ing sat ellit es and one which t he US has had t he know-how of for  

several decades. Regardless, a clearly  ___________ U.S. St ate Depart m ent  

rem inded t he world t hat  Òm odern life as we know itÓ depends on t he securit y  

of satellites and ot her technologies in space and plainly stat ed it  was opposed 

to Òany ___________ of spaceÓ. These com m ent s are likely t o confuse m any  

of t he wor ldÕs polit icians and com m ent at ors who v iew t he USA as t he chief  

___________ in pursing space-based m ilitary capabilit ies. 

Washingt on also expressed concerns about  t he danger of ___________ 

follow ing t he dest ruct ion of t he satellite. State Depart m ent  spokesm an Tom  

Casey said t he explosion would:  Òproduce extensive am ount s of  space debr is,  

[ which]  have t he ___________ for  dist urbing or  accident ally  ___________ 

com m unicat ion satellites or ot her k inds of space vehicles t hat  are out  t here.Ó 

The US Union of  ___________ Scient ist s est im ated t he Chinese test  

produced over  40,000 ___________ up to 10cm  in lengt h. Anot her  US 

adv isory  panel warned t he Chinese could launch a sm all- scale at tack  w it hout  

warning, which could have Ò___________Ó consequences for Am erica.  Casey  

acknowledged t his, em phasizing t he im port ance of space technology on 

everyday life. He also said sat ellites were ___________ for m ilitary  

com m unicat ions. During t he last  I raq war , 83%  of com m unicat ions bet ween 

US forces were sent  v ia satellites. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôw eat h er Õ and Ôsat el l i t eÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒSTAR W AR SÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  future wars in space. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ debate 
¥ st ir 
¥ solut ion 
¥ irked 
¥ opposed 
¥ capabilit ies 

¥ expressed 
¥ extensive 
¥ disrupt ing 
¥ 40,000 
¥ panel 
¥ 83%  
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did t he headline m ake you want  t o read t he art icle? 
b.  Did anyt hing in t he art icle surprise you? 
c.  What  do you know about  ChinaÕs launch of a m issile t o dest roy one of 

it s weat her sat ellites? 
d.  Do you t hink ChinaÕs act  is innocuous or aggressive? 
e.  What  do you t hink ChinaÕs neighbors will t hink of t he m issile launch Ð 

especially Japan and I ndia? 
f.  Taiwan said China m ight  be prepar ing t o knock out  Taiwanese 

sat ellites in preparat ion of an invasion of Taiwan. What  do you t hink? 
g.  Would wor ld headlines be dif ferent  if t he USA had knocked out  one of 

it s satellites? 
h.  What  do you t hink of t he idea of star wars? 
i.  Do you t hink t here should be internat ional regulat ions on how t o 

dispose of defunct  satellit es, space st at ions,  etc? 
j .  Have you seen any of t he Star Wars m ovies? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading t his art icle? 
b.  What  do you t hink about  what  you read? 
c.  Do you t hink China has plans to take over t he wor ld? 
d.  Do you t hink ChinaÕs launch m ight  escalat e an arm s race in space? 
e.  What  would (your)  life be like wit hout  satellites? 
f.  Do you agree w it h t he US t hat  t he m issile launch is a Òt hreatÓ t o 

m odern life? 
g.  Why donÕt  you t hink ot her count r ies use sat ellites t o get  r id of t heir 

unwanted sat ellites? 
h.  What  do you t hink of space debris and pollut ion in our galaxy? 
i.  Do you worry about  t he m ilitarizat ion of space? 
j .  Did you like t his discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ROLE PLAY :   

A discussion between different  count ries about  space and arm s. 

Team  up w ith classm ates who have been assigned t he sam e role to develop your  
roles and discuss ideas and Òst rategiesÓ before t he role play begins.  I nt roduce 
yourself to the other role p layers. Discuss your roles aft er the role p lay ends. 

Role A Ð Chinese leader 

You are fed up with the West thinking you want to dest roy the 
world. Your dest ruct ion of the satellite was a test  to see how you 
can t idy up space. You think the US is more dangerous. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why the launch was OK and the US is bad.  

Role B Ð Am erican leader 

You believe the future and safety of the planet  is in danger. I f China 
at tacks Am erican satellites, the US army will be useless. The whole 
world will stop Ð except China. There MUST be an end to this. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why ChinaÕs act ions are very dangerous.  

Role C Ð Swiss leader 

Your count ry has been against  war for centuries. You believe all 
count ries should disarm im m ediately. Crazy leaders will start  WWI I I .  
All satellites should be shared by ALL world count ries Ð but  paid for  
by the US, China and Europe. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why the world should get  r id of all weapons. 

Role D Ð Alien leader 

You live on a distant  planet . You are fed up with the way Earth 
people dest roy space, pollut ing it  with space debris. You want  them  
to stop imm ediately. You know m any horror stories of real star wars 
Ð you have seen m any planets dest royed. 

-  Think of m ore reasons Earthlings should vacate space. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Choose t he correct  words from  aÐd below and writ e 
them  in t he art icle. 

U.S.:  Chi n a m issi l e  a  d an g er  t o  m o d er n l i f e  
China has reopened t he Star Wars debat e by test ing an ant i- sat ellit e m issile.  
China's dest ruct ion of a (1)  ____ weat her  satellite using a m edium -range, 
land-based rocket  has caused quit e a (2)  ____ in Washingt on. The m issile 
intercept ed t he satellite and st ruck w it h suf ficient  force t o (3)  ____ it  w it hout  
any need for explosive warheads. I t  is a relat ively low- tech solut ion t o 
target ing satellites and one which t he US has had t he know-how of for  
several decades. Regardless, a clear ly (4)  ____ U.S. St ate Departm ent  
rem inded t he world t hat  Òm odern life as we know itÓ depends on t he securit y  
of satellites and ot her technologies in space and plainly stat ed it  was opposed 
to Òany m ilitarizat ion of spaceÓ. These com m ent s are likely t o confuse m any  
of t he wor ldÕs polit icians and com m entators who view t he USA as t he  
(5)  ____ prot agonist  in pursing space-based m ilit ary (6)  ____. 

Washingt on also expressed concerns about  the danger of debr is follow ing t he 
dest ruct ion of  t he satellite.  St ate Departm ent  spokesm an Tom  Casey said t he 
explosion would:  Òproduce (7)  ____  am ount s of space debr is, [ which]  have 
the potent ial (8)  ____ dist urbing or accident ally disrupt ing com m unicat ion 
sat ellites or ot her k inds of space vehicles t hat  are out  t here.Ó The US Union 
of Concerned Scient ist s est im ated t he Chinese test  produced over 40,000   
(9)  ____ up t o 10cm  in lengt h. Anot her  US adv isory (10)  ____ warned t he 
Chinese could launch a sm all- scale at tack  (11)  ____ warning, which could 
have Òcat ast rophicÓ consequences for Am erica. Casey acknowledged this,  
em phasizing the im port ance of space technology on everyday life. He also 
said satellites were (12)  ____ for m ilit ary  com m unicat ions. Dur ing t he last  
I raq war, 83%  of com m unicat ions bet ween US forces were sent  v ia satellites. 
 
1. (a)  defunct  (b)  funky ( c)  dethroned (d)  defused 

2. (a)  star (b)  st ir ( c)  store (d)  spurt  

3. (a)  obliterate (b)  oblivious ( c)  oblique (d)  obligate 

4. (a)  harked (b)  barked ( c)  irksom e (d)  irked 

5. (a)  chief of staff (b)  chiefly ( c)  chief (d)  chieftain 

6. (a)  capably (b)  capacit ors ( c)  capabilit ies (d)  capacit y 

7. (a)  extensive (b)  expensive ( c)  expansive (d)  ext rem it y 

8. (a)  for (b)  to ( c)  at  (d)  in 

9. (a)  fragrances (b)  fragm ents ( c)  flagships (d)  flagpoles 

10. (a)  jury (b)  console ( c)  panel (d)  pane 

11. (a)  wither (b)  with in ( c)  without  (d)  with 

12. (a)  vitally (b)  vitals ( c)  vitality (d)  vital 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . STAR W AR S:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion 
about  the possibility of a real star wars Ð not  the m ovie. Talk about  
what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . AR TI CLE:  Am erica and China have threatened to launch m issiles 
at  each otherÕs satellites. There are three days before this catast rophe 
m ight  take place. Write a newspaper art icle about the crisis. Read your 
art icle to your classm ates in your next  lesson. Ask each other 
quest ions about  what  you hear. 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter from  an Alien to ChinaÕs leader. Tell him  
your thoughts on why space should be left  em pty. Ask him  three 
quest ions. Read your let ter to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which let ter did you like best  
and why? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. T e. T f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. defunct  obsolete 

b. st ir  comm ot ion  

c. oblit erate dest roy 

d. irked annoyed  

e. protagonist  proponent   

f. debr is j unk  

g. extensive substant ial  

h. fragme nts bit s  

i. catast rophic dire  

j . v it al essent ial  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. China has reopened  the Star Wars debate  

b. É  has caused quit e  a st ir  in Washington  

c. a clear ly  irked U.S. State Departm ent   

d. opposed to  any  mi lit ar izat ion of  space  

e. the USA as t he chief  protagonist  

f. produce extensive  am ount s of space debr is  

g. disrupt ing  comm unicat ion  

h. Anot her US adv isory  panel  

i. could have Òcatast rophicÓ  consequences for Ame rica  

j . satellit es were vital  for  mi lit ary comm unicat ions  

GAP FI LL:  

U.S.:  Ch in a m issi le a  d an g er  t o  m o d er n  l i f e  
China has r eo p en ed  th e Sta r Wars debate  by te sti ng an anti -sate llite  m issile. China's destr ucti on of a 
d ef u n ct  we ath er sate llite  using a medium-range, land-based rocket has caused quite  a sti r  in 
Washingto n. The m issile in t e r cep t e d  th e sate llite  and str uck wi th  suff icient force to  oblite rate  it wi th out  
any need for explosive wa rheads. I t is a r e la t i ve l y  low- te ch soluti on t o ta rgeti ng sate lli te s and one wh ich 
th e US has had th e k n o w - h o w  of for several decades. Regardless, a clearly  i r k e d  U.S. Sta te  Departm ent  
rem inded th e wo rld th at Òmodern life as we know itÓ depends on th e security  of sate llite s and oth er 
te chnologies in space and p la in ly  sta te d it wa s opposed to  Òany m ilita r izati on of spaceÓ. These com ment s 
are likely  to  confuse many of th e worldÕs politi cians and commenta t ors who v iew th e USA as th e chief  
prota gonist in pursing space-based m ilita ry ca p ab i l i t ies. 
Washingto n also expressed concerns about th e danger of d eb r is  followi ng t he destr ucti on of t he sate lli te .  
Sta te  Departm ent spokesman Tom Casey said th e explosion wo uld:  Òproduce ex t en si ve am ounts  of space 
debris, [ wh ich]  have th e p o t en t ia l  for distu rbing or accidenta lly  d isr u p t in g  communicati on sate lli te s or  
oth er k inds of space vehicles th at are o u t  th ere.Ó The US Union of Concerned Scienti sts  esti mate d th e 
Chinese te st produced over 40,000 fragments  up to  10c m in length . Anoth er US ad v iso r y  panel wa rned 
th e Chinese could launch a small-scale atta ck wi th out  w ar n in g , wh ich could have Òcata str ophicÓ 
consequences for America. Casey acknowl edged th is, emphasizing th e importa nce of space te chnology on 
everyday life. He also said sate llite s we re v i t a l  for m ilita ry communicati ons. During th e last I raq wa r, 83 %  
of communicati ons betw een US forces we re sent v ia sate llite s. 
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