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THE ARTI CLE 

UN secr e t ar y - g en er a l  an n o u n ces f em ale  d ep u t y  

The new United Nat ions Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has 

appointed his deputy. She is Tanzania's foreign m inister Asha-Rose 

Migiro, who becam e her count ryÕs first  fem ale foreign m inister in 

January 2006. Ms. Migiro will become only the second wom an in UN 

history to serve as deputy secretary-general. Ban Ki-Moon spoke 

highly of his new second- in-comm and and described her as an 

im m ensely respected leader and outstanding m anager who had 

cham pioned m any causes across the developing world. A UN 

spokeswom an said Mr. Ki-Moon:  ÒÉunderlined the fact  that  [ Ms. 

Migiro]  was not  nam ed because she's an African and because she's a 

wom an, but  essent ially  because of her qualif icat ions.Ó He intends to 

put  Ms. Migiro very much in the driv ing seat at  the top of the UN 

and will delegate to her the lionÕs share of m anagem ent of the world 

body. 

Asha-Rose Migiro, 50, is a lawyer and a form er senior universit y 

lecturer. Prior to her becoming foreign m inister, she served as 

m inister for com munity developm ent , gender and children for f ive 

years. Ban feels her experience and credent ials will serve the UN 

well. His ideal is for her to reform  the inst itut ion to m eet  the rigors 

and challenges of the 21st  century, both current  crises and 

developm ents and issues yet  to unfold. South AfricaÕs am bassador 

to the UN Dum isani Kum alo forewarned any doubters of Ms. MigiroÕs 

abilit ies by som ewhat  stat ing the obvious to reporters:  ÒYou know 

people undermine wom en. É Wom en are m ult i- tasked people. They 

can do m any things. [ Ms. Migiro]  has experience in m anaging a 

whole foreign affairs m inist ry. ... And African wom en are even bet ter 

-  watch out !ÕÕ he said. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . U.N.:  What  do you know about  the Unit ed Nat ions? Find out  as m uch as you  
can from  your par tner . Change par tners oft en to build up your inform at ion. 

2 . DI CTAT I ON :  The t eacher will read t o you slowly and clear ly  the first  half  
of the first  paragraph, repeat ing passages where necessary. Students will wr it e down 
the speech. The t eacher will repeat  t he passage slowly again. 

Self correct  your work.  Be honest  w ith yourself on the num ber of errors.  Advise t he 
teacher of your  total no of errors.  Less t han 5 is very good.  10 are acceptable.  Any  
m ore is room  for  im provem ent !  More t han 20 -  we need to do som e work!  

3 . READ I NG:  Get  student s t o read t he passage aloud. Swap readers every  
paragraph. 

4 . VOCABULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand.  I n groups,  pool 
unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their  m eanings. 

5 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Unit ed Nat ions /  foreign m inist ers /  m anagers /  developing world /  qualif icat ions 
/  lawyers /  com m unity  developm ent  /  doubters /  challenges /  exper ience  

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

6 . SECURI TY COUNCI L:  Talk to your  partner( s)  about  the UN Security  
Council.  What  is it ? Where do t hey m eet? What  do they do? What  is the veto? Why 
does it  happen? List  the count r ies who have it .   

With your part ner  decide on t hree (different )  th ings you would like to see discussed  
in the Security  Council.  Discuss.   

¥  
¥  
¥  
 

7 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe the UN m akes t he wor ld a bet ter  
and safer  place to live in.  Students B believe the UN has becom e weak and 
ineffect ive.  Debate th is with your  par tners. Change partners often.   
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8 . MY  EFFORTS:   I n pairs /  groups,  decide on what  you would do if you were 
working at  the UN.  Decide on how m uch im pact  each of your  act ions m ight  have.  

a. Work in Darfur as a UN soldier. 
b. Work in Som alia as a UN negot iator. 
c.  Being part  of a m edical t eam  in Afghanistan 
d. Working in a UN off ice in East  Tim or. 
e.  Monitoring t he situat ion for  t he UN in Zim babwe.  
f.  General staff in I raq 
g. Your idea (1)  _______________________________________________ 
h.  Your idea (2)  _______________________________________________ 

 

9 . UNI TED NAT I ON S:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  
words you associate wit h t he Unit ed Nat ions.  Share your words w ith your par tner(s)  
and talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The new UN Secretary General is a Korean called Ban Ki Sun. T /  F 

b. I t  is t he first  t im e a wom an is UN deput y secretary -general. T /  F 

c. The wom an got  t he j ob because she was fem ale and Afr ican. T /  F 

d. The UN boss w ill give his deputy t he t igerÕs share of his work . T /  F 

e. The new dep. sec-gen has no previous experience in governm ent . T /  F 

f.  The Secret ary -General want s t he UN t o rem ain unchanged. T /  F 

g. S. Afr icaÕs UN am bassador said wom en are m ult i- tasked people. T /  F 

h. The am bassador warned people t o wat ch out  for Afr ican wom en. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. appointed weaken 
b. deput y qualif icat ions 
c. im m ensely advocat ed 
d. cham pioned dem ands 
e. the lionÕs share of nam ed 
f. pr ior t o develop 
g. credent ials second- in-com m and 
h. r igors the bulk of 
i.  unfold before 
j .  underm ine ext rem ely 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. appointed  of his new second- in- com m and 

b. becom e only t he second wom an in  and challenges of t he 21st  cent ury 

c. spoke highly share of m anagem ent  

d. cham pioned  obv ious t o reporters  

e. will delegate to her  t he lionÕs  his deputy 

f. Pr ior  to unfold 

g. her experience and credent ials w ill  to her becom ing foreign m inister 

h. developm ent s and issues yet   UN hist ory t o serve as deputy 
i.  m eet  t he r igors  m any causes 
j .  stat ing t he  serve t he UN well 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps. 

UN secr e t ar y - g en er a l  an n o u n ces f em ale  d ep u t y  

The new Unit ed Nat ions Secretary -General Ban Ki-Moon has 

appointed his deputy . She is Tanzania's _______ m inist er  

Asha-Rose Migiro, who becam e her count ryÕs first  fem ale 

foreign m inister in January 2006. Ms. Migiro w ill becom e 

only t he second wom an in UN hist ory t o _____ as deputy  

secretary -general. Ban Ki-Moon spoke ______ of his new  

second- in-com m and and described her  an im m ensely  

_________ leader and outstanding m anager who had 

cham pioned m any causes across t he developing wor ld. A 

UN spokeswom an said Mr.  Ki-Moon:  ÒÉ __________ t he fact  

that  [ Ms. Migiro]  was not  nam ed because she's an Afr ican 

and because she's a wom an, but  ___________ because of  

her qualif icat ions.Ó He intends t o put  Ms. Migiro very m uch 

in t he dr iv ing seat  at  t he t op of t he UN and will ________ t o 

her t he lionÕs share of __________ of  t he wor ld body. 

 respected 

under lined 

essent ially 

serve 

m anagem ent  

foreign 

delegate 

highly 

Asha-Rose Migiro, 50, is a lawyer and a form er senior  

universit y ________. Pr ior  to her  becom ing foreign 

m inister, she served as m inist er for  com m unit y  

developm ent , gender and children for f ive years. Ban feels 

her exper ience and ___________ w ill serve t he UN well. His 

ideal is for her  to reform  t he inst it ut ion t o m eet  t he ______  

and __________ of t he 21st  cent ury , bot h current  cr ises 

and developm ent s and issues yet  to unfold.  Sout h Afr icaÕs 

am bassador  t o t he UN Dum isani Kum alo __________ any  

doubters of Ms. MigiroÕs abilit ies by som ewhat  st at ing t he 

_______ t o reporters:  ÒYou know people underm ine 

wom en. É Wom en are m ult i- tasked people. They can do 

m any t hings. [ Ms. Migiro]  has __________ in m anaging a 

whole foreign af fairs m inist ry . .. . And _______ wom en are 

even bet ter -  wat ch out !ÕÕ he said. 

 credent ials 

experience 

forewarned 

challenges 

African 

lecturer 

rigors 

obvious 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

UN secr e t ar y - g en er a l  an n o u n ces f em ale  d ep u t y  

The __________________ Secretary -General Ban Ki-Moon has appointed his 

deput y. She is Tanzania's foreign m inist er  Asha-Rose Migiro, who becam e her  

count ryÕs f irst  _______________________ in January  2006. Ms. Migiro will  

becom e only t he second wom an in UN hist ory to serve as deputy secret ary-

general. Ban Ki-Moon spoke highly of his new second- in- com m and and 

descr ibed her  as an ___________________ leader  and out standing m anager  

who had cham pioned m any causes across the developing wor ld. A UN 

spokeswom an said Mr.  Ki-Moon:  ÒÉ under lined t he fact  t hat  [ Ms. Migiro]  was 

not  nam ed because she's an ___________________ she's a wom an, but  

essent ially  because of her qualif icat ions.Ó He int ends t o put  Ms. Migiro very  

m uch in t he driv ing seat  at  t he top of t he UN and will delegat e t o her  t he 

_______________ m anagem ent  of t he wor ld body. 

Asha-Rose Migiro, 50, _______________ a form er senior universit y lect urer .  

Pr ior  to her becom ing foreign m inister ,  she served as m inister  for  com m unit y  

developm ent , gender and children for  f ive years. _____________ experience 

and credent ials will serve t he UN well. His ideal ____________ reform  t he 

inst it ut ion t o m eet  ______________ challenges of t he 21st  cent ury , bot h 

current  crises and developm ents and issues yet  to unfold. Sout h Afr icaÕs 

am bassador t o t he UN Dum isani Kum alo _______________________ of Ms. 

MigiroÕs abilit ies by som ewhat  stat ing t he obv ious t o reporters:  ÒYou know 

people underm ine wom en. É Wom en are ___________________. They can 

do m any t hings. [ Ms. Migiro]  has exper ience in m anaging a whole foreign 

affairs m inist ry . . . . And Afr ican ______________ bet t er -  watch out !ÕÕ he 

said. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
ÔUn i t ed  Nat ion sÕ and ÔSecr et ar y  Gen er alÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . STUDENT ÒUNI TED NAT I ONSÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  
groups, write down quest ions about the United Nat ions. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ appointed 
¥ first  
¥ highly 
¥ cham pioned 
¥ driv ing seat  
¥ lionÕs share 

¥ form er 
¥ gender 
¥ r igors 
¥ unfold 
¥ underm ine 
¥ watch out  
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did t he headline m ake you want  t o read t he art icle? 
b.  Did anyt hing in t he art icle surprise you? 
c.  What  adv ice would you give t o Asha-Rose Migiro? 
d.  What  diff icult ies do you t hink she w ill face? 
e.  What  will be her f irst  challenges? 
f.  What  qualif icat ions does one need t o work at  the UN? 
g. What  do you t hink of t he Sout h Afr ican am bassadorÕs com m ent  t hat  

Òwom en are m ult i- t asked peopleÓ? 
h.  Why do you t hink t he UN Secretary -General chose Ms Migiro? 
i.  Have you ever had t he lionÕs share of anyt hing? 
j .  What  role should t he UN play  in t he twenty - first  cent ury?  

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading t his art icle? 
b.  What  do you t hink about  what  you read? 
c.  Do you t hink m ore wom en should be given m ore t op jobs in 

internat ional agencies? 
d.  Would you like t o work for t he UN? 
e. What  j ob would you like to do if you worked there? 
f.  Do you t hink t he new deputy secret ary -generalÕs j ob w ill be easy? 
g.  Have you ever v isited t he UN headquar ters in New York? 
h.  What  do you t hink t he UN? 
i.  Would you like t o be in t he dr iv ing seat  of t he UN? 
j .  Did you like t his discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ROLE PLAY :  1 :  PRESS:   
ÔEx cl u s iv eÕ TV i n t e r v i ew  w i t h  d ep u t y  Secr et a r y - Gen er al  Ash a- Ro se M ig i r o  

St u d en t  A.  Im agine you are a BBC /  CNN television n ew s r ep o r t e r .  You have an 
ÔexclusiveÕ interview w it h Asha-Rose Migiro.  Prepare f ive quest ions you want  to ask 
her  about  her  appointm ent  as the new deputy Secretary  General. 

St u d en t  B.  You are Asha-Rose Migiro.   Think of five th ings (w rit e t hem  down)  you  
want  t o m ent ion to the world about  your  new role as deputy Secretary  General in the 
forthcom ing interview  with student  A.   

Ro l e p l ay :  Student  A asks Student  B his/ her  quest ions. List en to t heir response.  
React  to com m ents m ade.   

The t eacher w ill select  som e students to role play their  situat ions in front  of the 
class. 

 

ROLE PLAY :  2 :  TV DEBAT E:   
A 15-20 m inute open discussion between different  par t ies on the Unit ed Nat ions. 

Team  up w ith classm ates into groups of four.  Decide who will be t he int erv iewer  
et cÉ .   

Role A Ð TV interviewer  

Ask five quest ions of your choice to the selected panel about  the 
United Nat ions. Find out  their v iews.   

Role B Ð Secretary General  

You are Ban Ki-Moon. 

Role C Ð Head of your count ry 

Represent  your count ry in the discussion. 

Role D Ð A m em ber of the public 

You are asked to com e in to give your opinion. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Choose t he correct  words from  a Ð d below and write 
them  in t he art icle. 

The new United Nat ions Secretary -General Ban Ki-Moon has (1)  _____ his 
deput y. She is Tanzania's foreign m inist er  Asha-Rose Migiro, who becam e her  
count ryÕs first  fem ale foreign m inist er in January 2006. Ms. Migiro (2)  _____ 
becom e only t he second wom an in UN hist ory to serve as deputy secret ary-
general.  Ban Ki-Moon (3)  _____ highly  of  his new second- in- com m and and 
descr ibed her  as an im m ensely  respected leader and out st anding m anager  
who  had (4)  _____ m any causes across t he (5)  ______ wor ld. A UN 
spokeswom an said Mr.  Ki-Moon:  ÒÉ under lined t he fact  t hat  [ Ms. Migiro]  was 
not  nam ed because she's an Afr ican and because she's a wom an, but  
essent ially  because of her qualif icat ions.Ó He int ends t o put  Ms. Migiro very  
m uch in t he (6)  _____ seat  at  t he t op of  t he UN and will delegat e t o her t he 
lionÕs share of m anagem ent  of t he world body. 

Asha-Rose Migiro, 50, is a lawyer and a form er senior universit y lect urer .  
Pr ior  t o her  (7)  _____ foreign m inist er ,  she (8)  _____ as m inister  for  
com m unit y developm ent , gender and children for f ive years. Ban (9)  _____ 
her exper ience and credent ials w ill serve the UN well. His ideal is for her t o 
(10)  _____ t he inst it ut ion t o m eet  t he r igors and challenges of t he 21st  
cent ury , bot h current  cr ises and developm ent s and issues yet  to  
(11)  ______. Sout h Afr icaÕs am bassador to t he UN Dum isani Kum alo 
forewarned any  doubters of  Ms. MigiroÕs abilit ies by som ewhat  stat ing t he 
obv ious to reporters:  ÒYou know people underm ine wom en. É Wom en are 
m ult i- tasked people. They can do m any things. [ Ms. Migiro]  has exper ience 
in m anaging a whole foreign affairs m inist ry. . ..  And Afr ican wom en are (12 )  
______ bet ter -  wat ch out !ÕÕ he said. 

1. (a)  dism issed (b)  appointed ( c)  inser ted (d)  appoint  

2. (a)  will ( b)  m ight  ( c)  have (d)  could 

3. (a)  speak (b)  spoken (c)  spoke (d)  speech 

4. (a)  cham pion (b)  cham pioned (c)  winner (d)  cham pagne 

5. (a)  develops (b)  developed (c)  developm ent  (d)  developing 

6. (a)  driving (b)  driven ( c)  drove (d)  driver 

7. (a)  because (b)  becom ing ( c)  becam e (d)  becom e 

8. (a)  service (b)  served ( c)  serving (d)  serve 

9. (a)  foal (b)  feeling ( c)  felt  ( d)  feels 

10. (a)  reform  (b)  reform ing ( c)  reform ed (d)  tasks  

11. (a)  unfold (b)  fold ( c)  fold up (d)  folder 

12. (a)  oddly (b)  evenly ( c)  odd (d)  even 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . UNI TED NAT I ON S:  Search the Internet  and find m ore 
inform at ion about  the United Nat ions. Talk about what you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 .   LOGO/ POSTER:  Design a new logo or poster to advert ise the 
UN. Present your ideas to the rest  of the class. Have a vote on the 
best  one. 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Asha-Rose Migiro. Tell her your 
thoughts on her get t ing the job of deputy secretary general. Ask her 
three quest ions. Read your let ter to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which let ter did 
you like best  and why? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. F f. T g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 
a. appointed name d 

b. deputy second- in- com ma nd 

c. imm ensely ext reme ly 

d. cham pioned advocated  

e. the lionÕs share of the bulk of 

f. pr ior  to before 

g. credent ials qualif icat ions  

h. r igors dem ands  

i. unfold develop  

j . undermi ne weaken 

PHRASE MATCH: 
a. appointed  his deputy  

b. becom e only t he second wom an in  UN hist ory t o serve as deputy 

c. spoke highly of his new second- in- comm and  

d. cham pioned  ma ny causes  

e. will delegate t o her t he lionÕs  share of ma nageme nt  

f. Pr ior   t o her becom ing foreign m inister  

g. her exper ience and credent ials w ill  serve the UN well  

h. developme nts and issues yet   t o unfold  

i. me et  t he r igors  and challenges of the 21st  century  

j . stat ing t he  obv ious to reporters  

GAP FI LL:  
UN secr et a r y - g en er al  an n o u n ces f em al e d ep u t y  

The new Unite d Nati ons Secreta ry-General Ban Ki-Moon has appointe d his deputy . She is Tanzania's 
f o r e ig n  m iniste r Asha-Rose Migiro, wh o became her countr yÕs f irst female foreign m iniste r in January  
2006. Ms. Migiro wi ll become only th e second wo man in UN histo ry to  ser ve as deputy  secreta ry-general.  
Ban Ki-Moon spoke h ig h ly  of his new second- in- com mand and described her as an immensely r esp ect e d  
leader and outs ta nding manager wh o had championed many causes across th e developing wo rld. A UN 
spokeswo man said Mr. Ki-Moon:  ÒÉ u n d e r l in e d  th e fact th at  [ Ms. Migiro]  wa s not named because she's an 
Afr ican and because she's a wo man, but essen t ia l ly  because of her qualif icati ons.Ó He in te nds to  put Ms.  
Migiro very much in th e driv ing seat at th e t op of th e UN and wi ll d e le g at e t o her th e lionÕs share of  
m an ag em en t  of th e wo rld body. 

Asha-Rose Migiro, 50, is a lawy er and a former senior university  lect u r er . Prior to  her becom ing foreign 
m iniste r, she served as m iniste r for community  development, gender and children for f ive years. Ban feels 
her experience and cr ed en t ia ls  wi ll serve th e UN we ll. His ideal is for her to  reform  th e insti tu ti on t o meet  
th e r ig o r s and ch al len g es of th e 21s t centu ry, both  current cr ises and developments  and issues yet t o 
unfold. South  Afr icaÕs ambassador to  th e UN Dumisani Kum alo f o r ew a r n ed  any doubte rs of Ms. MigiroÕs 
abiliti es by somewh at sta ti ng th e o b v io u s to  reporte rs:  ÒYou know people underm ine wo men. ÉW omen 
are multi - ta sked people. They can do many th ings. [ Ms.  Migiro]  has ex p e r ien ce in  managing a whole 
foreign affairs m inistr y . ... And Af r i can  wo men are even bette r -  wa tch out!ÕÕ he said. 
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