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THE ARTI CLE 

Te st s sh ow  Diana  d r i v er  w as d r u nk  

Alm ost  ten years after the death of Britain's Diana, Princess of Wales, 

invest igat ions are st ill going on to f ind out  why she died. New DNA 

tests show the driver of DianaÕs car was drunk when he was driv ing 

Diana and her partner Dodi Fayed back to their hotel in Paris. The tests 

are part  of a BBC probe into the t ragic car accident . A BBC 

docum entary, How Diana Died:  The Conspiracy Files, reveals new 

evidence on the driver of the Mercedes, Henri Paul. DNA data reveal he 

had three t im es the perm it ted level of alcohol in his blood. This 

supports the theory at  the t im e of the accident  that  the driver was at  

fault  for the high-speed collision. Many people believe he was driv ing 

fast  to escape the paparazzi, who were chasing Diana and Dodi. A two-

year French invest igat ion concluded in 1999 that  Henri Paul was drunk 

behind the wheel. 

DianaÕs death shocked the world. Many theories sprang up in the days, 

weeks and m onths following the t ragedy. Many people believe it  was 

planned by Brit ish authorit ies who did not  want  Diana to m arry Dodi 

Fayed because he was a Muslim . DodiÕs father Mohamm ed Al Fayed, 

owner of the exclusive London departm ent  store Harrods, t r ied for  

m any years to put  the blam e on Queen ElizabethÕs husband. He 

accused the Duke of Edinburgh of arranging the death to stop the 

future king of England, DianaÕs son William , from  having a Muslim  

stepfather. One of the m ore invent ive theories was that  farm ers in 

Holland plot ted DianaÕs death to boost  sales of Dutch flowers. Debate is 

sure to cont inue after BritainÕs Lord Stevens published the Brit ish 

governm entÕs inquiry. As expected, he concluded the crash was sim ply 

a Òt ragic accidentÓ. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . DI AN A:  Diana, Pr incess of Wales was one of t he biggest  celebr it ies and well-
known faces in the wor ld.  What  do you know about  her? Find out  as m uch as you can 
from  your par tner.  Change partners often to build up your inform at ion. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

Princesses /  Wales /  invest igat ions /  DNA /  docum entaries /  alcohol /  paparazzi /  
being drunk /  conspiracy theor ies /  Pr ince William  /  f lowers /  accident s /  car crashes 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . ROYAL S:  I m agine you are a royal. Decide if  you are a prince or princess, an 
em peror  or  em press,  a sultan or  sultana,  a sheikh or  sheikhah. Talk  to the other  ÒroyalsÓ 
in the class about  the following:  

¥ The good th ings about  being royal 
¥ The bad t hings about  being royal 
¥ The royals in your fam ily 
¥ Other  royals in other  count ries 
¥ Countr ies t hat  have no royal fam ily 

¥ Clothes 
¥ Off icial dut ies 
¥ Dinner 
¥ Worthy causes 
¥ Other  _____________ 

4 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe having a m onarchy and royal fam ily  is  
a great  idea.  Students B believe m onarchies are a bad idea and that  itÕs bet ter  t o have 
people like George W. and Laura Bush.  Debate this w ith your part ners. Change part ners 
oft en.  

5 . OPI NI ONS:   I n pairs /  groups,  w rite down the opinions on m onarchies of the 
follow ing people. Change par tners and exchange opinions.  Talk about  whether  or not  
you agree w ith t hese opinions. 

a. A king /  queen 
b. The leader of the governm ent  
c.  A hom eless person 
d. A taxpayer 

e.  The elected leader of a republic 
f.  The paparazzi 
g. A souvenir shop owner 
h.  Other_________________ 

6 . PRI NCESS:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate with princesses.  Share your words w ith your par tner( s)  and talk  about  t hem . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Diana, Princess of  Wales, died in a car crash five years ago. T /  F 

b. The driver had t hree t im es t he perm it ted level of alcohol in his blood. T /  F 

c. DianaÕs car was t ry ing t o escape terrorist s on m otorbikes. T /  F 

d. A 1999 French invest igat ion showed t he dr iver was sober . T /  F 

e. There were very few t heor ies about  DianaÕs deat h aft er t he crash. T /  F 

f.  Som e people believed t he Br it ish governm ent  ar ranged t he accident . T /  F 

g. One t heory was t hat  Dutch flower  growers plot ted DianaÕs deat h. T /  F 

h. An off icial Brit ish enquiry concluded t he death was a t ragic accident . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. going on invest igat ion 

b. driver devastat ing 

c. probe em erged 

d. conspiracy im prove 

e. collision chauffeur 

f.  sprang up plot  

g. exclusive novel 

h. invent ive cont inuing 

i.  boost  crash 

j .  t ragic upm arket  

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. Alm ost  t en years  new ev idence on the dr iver 

b. invest igat ions are st ill  sales of Dutch f lowers 

c. part  of a BBC probe  fault  for  t he high- speed collision 

d. reveals  on Queen ElizabethÕs husband 

e. the driver was at  the wheel 

f.  drunk behind  aft er the death 

g. Many t heor ies  m ore invent ive theor ies 

h. put  the blam e  going on 

i.  One of the  sprang up 

j .  boost   into the t ragic car accident  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Test s sh o w  Dian a d r i v er  w as d r u n k  

Alm ost  ten years aft er  t he deat h of Br it ain's Diana, Princess of  

Wales, invest igat ions are ________ going on to f ind out  why  

she died. New DNA t ests show t he dr iver of DianaÕs car was 

drunk  when he was driv ing Diana and her  part ner Dodi Fayed 

back t o t heir hot el in Paris. The test s are part  of a BBC 

________ int o t he t ragic car accident .  A BBC docum ent ary ,  

How Diana Died:  The Conspiracy Files,  reveals new ________ 

on t he dr iver of t he Mercedes, Henr i Paul. DNA data ________  

he had t hree t im es t he ________ level of alcohol in his blood.  

This support s t he t heory at  t he t im e of t he accident  t hat  t he 

dr iver was at  ________ for t he high-speed collision. Many  

people believe he was dr iv ing fast  t o ________ t he paparazzi,  

who were chasing Diana and Dodi. A two-year  French 

invest igat ion concluded in 1999 t hat  Henri Paul was drunk  

________ t he wheel.  

  

 
evidence 

escape 

st ill 

perm it ted 

behind 

fault  

probe 

reveal 

DianaÕs deat h shocked t he world. Many  t heor ies ________ up 

in the days, weeks and m ont hs following the t ragedy . Many  

people believe it  was planned by Brit ish ________ who did not  

want  Diana t o m arry Dodi Fayed because he was a Muslim . 

DodiÕs fat her Moham m ed Al Fayed, owner of t he ________ 

London depart m ent  st ore Harrods, t r ied for  m any years t o put  

the ________ on Queen Elizabet hÕs husband. He accused t he 

Duke of Edinburgh of  arranging t he deat h to stop t he fut ure 

k ing of England, DianaÕs son William , f rom  hav ing a Muslim  

________. One of t he m ore ________ theories was t hat  

farm ers in Holland ________ DianaÕs deat h to boost  sales of  

Dut ch flowers.  Debat e is sure t o cont inue after Br itainÕs Lord 

Stevens published t he Br it ish governm ent Õs inquiry . As 

expect ed, he ________ the accident  was sim ply a Òt ragic 

accidentÓ. 

 plot ted 

exclusive 

stepfat her 

concluded 

blam e 

sprang 

invent ive 

aut hor it ies 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Test s sh o w  Dian a d r i v er  w as d r u n k  

Alm ost  ten years after  _________________ Br it ain's Diana, Princess of Wales,  

invest igat ions are st ill going on to find out  why she died. New DNA test s show 

the driver  of DianaÕs car was drunk when he was dr iv ing Diana and her part ner  

Dodi Fayed back t o t heir hotel in Paris. The test s are part  of a 

_________________  t ragic car accident . A BBC docum entary , How Diana Died:  

The Conspiracy Files, reveals new ev idence on t he dr iver of t he Mercedes, Henri 

Paul.  DNA data reveal he had t hree t im es the _________________ alcohol in 

his blood. This suppor ts t he t heory at  t he t im e of the accident  t hat  the dr iver  

_________________ t he high-speed collision. Many people believe he was 

dr iv ing fast  t o escape t he paparazzi, who were chasing Diana and Dodi.  A t wo-

year  French invest igat ion concluded in 1999 t hat  Henri Paul was drunk  

_________________. 

DianaÕs deat h shocked t he wor ld.  Many  theories _________________ days, 

weeks and m ont hs following t he t ragedy . Many people believe it  was planned by  

Br it ish _________________  not  want  Diana t o m arry Dodi Fayed because he 

was a Muslim . DodiÕs fat her  Moham m ed Al Fayed, owner  of t he exclusive London 

depar tm ent  st ore Harrods, t r ied for m any  years _________________ Queen 

Elizabet hÕs husband. He accused t he Duke of Edinburgh of ar ranging t he deat h 

to st op t he fut ure k ing of England, DianaÕs son William , f rom  hav ing 

_________________. One of  t he m ore invent ive t heories was t hat  farm ers in 

Holland plot ted DianaÕs deat h t o boost  sales of Dut ch f lowers. Debate is sure t o 

cont inue after Br itainÕs Lord Stevens published t he Br it ish governm entÕs inquiry.  

As expected, he concluded t he crash was _________________ . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words ÔDNAÕ 
and Ôt est sÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒDI AN AÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  Diana, Princess of Wales, her life and her legacy. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ st ill 

¥ probe 

¥ conspiracy 

¥ perm it ted 

¥ collision 

¥ wheel 

¥ sprang 

¥ authorit ies 

¥ exclusive 

¥ stepfather 

¥ boost  

¥ t ragic 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did t he headline m ake you want  t o read t he art icle? 
b.  Did anyt hing in t he art icle surprise you? 
c.  What  do you t hink of Diana, Pr incess of Wales? 
d.  Do you t hink m onarchies are a good t hing? 
e.  How would t he world be different  if Diana were alive today? 
f.  Would you like t o be a prince or pr incess? 
g.  What  do you t hink of t he Dut ch f lower growers conspiracy t heory? 
h.  What  ot her conspiracy t heor ies do you know about  DianaÕs deat h? 
i.  Do you t hink itÕs possible t he Brit ish aut horit ies planned t he deat h? 
j .  Do you t hink having a Muslim  person m arry ing int o t he Br it ish m onarchy 

would be good for inter - religious relat ions? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading t his art icle? 
b.  What  do you t hink about  what  you read? 
c.  Are you surprised invest igat ions are st ill going on aft er t en years? 
d.  What  punishm ent  should drunk dr ivers receive? 
e.  Do you t hink t he Brit ish princes William  and Harry will follow in t heir  

m ot herÕs foot st eps and do lot s of char it y work? 
f.  Are t here unexplained deat hs of high prof ile people in your  count ry? 
g.  Do you t hink Dodi FayedÕs fat her should accept  t he Br it ish enquiryÕs 

conclusion t hat  t he deat h was sim ply a Òt ragic accidentÓ? 
h.  What  quest ion would you like to have asked Diana? 
i.  What  do you t hink her answer would have been? 
j .  Did you like t his discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ROYAL I NTERVI EW :  You w ill int erv iew a royal person. Choose a royal f rom  
anywhere in t he wor ld. Wr ite interview quest ions using t he prom pt s below. 
I nt erv iew your ÒroyalÓ part ner. Wr ite a m agazine art icle on your int erv iew. 
 
The good th ings about  being royal 
 
 
 
The bad t hings about  being royal 
 
 
 
The royals in your fam ily 
 
 
 
Other  royals in other  count ries 
 
 
 
Count r ies t hat  have no royal fam ily 
 
 
 
Clothes 
 
 
 
Off icial dut ies 
 
 
 
Dinner 
 
 
 
Worthy causes 
 
 
 
Other  _____________ 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Choose t he correct  words from  a Ð d below and write t hem  
in t he art icle. 

Alm ost  ten years aft er t he deat h of Br itain's Diana, Pr incess of Wales,  
invest igat ions are st ill (1)  ____ on t o f ind out  why  she died. New DNA test s 
show t he driver of DianaÕs car was (2)  ____ when he was dr iv ing Diana and her  
part ner Dodi Fayed back t o t heir hotel in Paris. The test s are part  of a BBC probe 
into t he (3)  ____ car accident . A BBC docum entary,  How Diana Died:  The 
Conspiracy Files,  ( 4)  ____ new evidence on t he driver  of t he Mercedes, Henr i 
Paul.  DNA data reveal he had t hree t im es the (5)  ____ level of alcohol in his 
blood. This support s t he t heory  at  t he t im e of t he accident  t hat  t he driver  was at  
fault  for t he high-speed (6)  ____. Many people believe he was dr iv ing fast  t o 
escape t he paparazzi, who were chasing Diana and Dodi. A two-year French 
invest igat ion concluded in 1999 t hat  Henr i Paul was drunk  behind t he wheel. 

DianaÕs deat h shocked t he world. Many t heor ies (7)  ____ up in t he days, weeks 
and m ont hs following t he t ragedy . Many people believe it  was planned by Br it ish 
(8)  ____ who did not  want  Diana to m arry Dodi Fayed because he was a 
Muslim . DodiÕs fat her Moham m ed Al Fayed, owner  of t he exclusive London 
depar tm ent  store Harrods, t r ied for m any  years t o put  t he blam e on Queen 
Elizabet hÕs husband. He (9)  ____ t he Duke of Edinburgh of ar ranging t he deat h 
to st op t he fut ure k ing of England, DianaÕs son William , f rom  hav ing a Muslim  
stepfat her . One of t he m ore (10)  ____ t heories was t hat  farm ers in Holland 
plot ted DianaÕs deat h t o (11)  ____ sales of Dut ch f lowers.  Debate is sure t o 
cont inue after Br itainÕs Lord Stevens published t he Br it ish governm entÕs inquiry.  
As (12)  _____, he concluded t he crash was sim ply a Òt ragic accidentÓ. 

 
1. (a)  goes (b)  going ( c)  go (d)  gone 

2. (a)  drunkard (b)  drinker ( c)  drunk (d)  drank 

3. (a)  t ragic (b)  t ragedy ( c)  t rajectory (d)  t ragically 

4. (a)  revelat ion (b)  revealing ( c)  reveal (d)  reveals 

5. (a)  perm ission (b)  perm it t ed ( c)  perm it  (d)  perm it s 

6. (a)  collide (b)  collapse ( c)  collision (d)  collusion 

7. (a)  sprang (b)  spr ing ( c)  sprung (d)  spr ingy 

8. (a)  author ise (b)  author it y ( c)  authors (d)  author it ies 

9. (a)  accusat ion (b)  accuser ( c)  accosted (d)  accused 

10. (a)  invent ions (b)  invent ive ( c)  invented (d)  inventor 

11. (a)  boost  (b)  bust  ( c)  boast  (d)  best  

12. (a)  expect  (b)  expectant  ( c)  expectant ly (d)  expected 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
Diana, Princess of Wales. Talk about  what  you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . MO N AR CHI ES:  Research two different  m onarchies from  around 
the world. Find five differences and five sim ilarit ies between them . Write 
a report  on your f indings 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to a princess. Ask her three quest ions. Read 
your let ter to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. Which let ter did you like best  and why?  
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. F f. T g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 
a. going on cont inuing 

b. dr iver chauffeur  

c. probe invest igat ion  

d. conspiracy plot   

e. collision crash  

f. sprang up eme rged  

g. exclusive upma rket   

h. invent ive novel  

i. boost  imp rove  

j . t ragic devastat ing  

PHRASE MATCH: 
a. Alm ost  ten years  after the deat h 

b. invest igat ions are st ill  going on  

c. part  of a BBC probe  int o the t ragic car  accident   

d. reveals  new ev idence on the dr iver  

e. the dr iver was at  fault  for  the high-speed collision  

f. drunk behind  the wheel  

g. Many t heor ies  sprang up 

h. put  t he blame   on Queen ElizabethÕs husband  

i. One of the  mo re invent ive theor ies  

j . boost   sales of  Dutch flowers  

GAP FI LL:  

Test s  sh o w  D ian a d r iv e r  w as d r u n k  
Almost te n years afte r th e death  of Brita in's Diana, Princess of Wales, investi gati ons are st i l l  going on to  f ind 
out wh y she died. New DNA te sts  show t he driver of DianaÕs car wa s drunk wh en he wa s dr iv ing Diana and her  
partn er Dodi Fayed back to  th eir hote l in Paris. The te st s are part of a BBC p r o b e into  th e t ragic car accident.  
A BBC documenta ry, How Diana Died:  The Conspiracy Files, reveals new ev id en ce on th e driver of th e 
Mercedes, Henri Paul. DNA data  r ev eal  he had th ree ti mes th e p e r m i t t ed  level of alcohol in his blood. This 
supports  th e th eory at th e ti me of th e accident th at th e driver wa s at f au l t  for th e high-speed collision. Many 
people believe he wa s driv ing fast to  escap e th e paparazzi, wh o we re chasing Diana and Dodi. A two -year 
French investi gati on concluded in 1999 th at Henri Paul wa s drunk b eh in d  th e wh eel.  

DianaÕs death  shocked th e wo rld. Many th eories sp r an g  up in th e days, we eks and month s followi ng th e 
tr agedy. Many people believe it wa s planned by Briti sh au t h o r i t ies wh o did not wa nt Diana to  marry Dodi 
Fayed because he wa s a Muslim . DodiÕs fath er Moham med Al Fayed, own er of th e ex clu s iv e London 
departm ent sto re Har rods, t r ied for many years t o put th e b lam e on Queen Elizabeth Õs husband. He accused 
th e Duke of Edinburgh of arranging th e death  to  sto p th e futu re k ing of England, DianaÕs son William , from  
having a Muslim  st ep f at h er . One of th e more in ven t ive th eories wa s th at farmers in Holland p lo t t ed  DianaÕs 
death  to  boost sales of Dutch f lowe rs. Debate  is sure to  conti nue afte r Brita inÕs Lord Ste vens published th e 
Briti sh governmentÕs inquiry . As expecte d, he co n clu d ed  th e crash wa s simply a Òtr agic accidentÓ. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - c 3 - a 4 - d 5 - b 6 - c 7 - a 8 - d 9 - d 10 - b 11 - a 12 - d 
 


