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THE ARTI CLE 

Nin t end o Wii g am e con sole out sells Son y  PS3  

Com pet it ion in the v ideo gam e console m arket  is heat ing up to 

furnace- like condit ions ahead of Christm as. NintendoÕs new Wii 

console sold out  at  m any m ajor Japanese elect ronics retailers on it s 

launch day on Decem ber f irst . The player is seen as a v iable 

com pet itor to Sony Corporat ionÕs PlayStat ion 3 and Microsoft 's Xbox 

360. Nintendo is the last  of the m akers to launch it s new product . 

Sony had a much-t roubled launch in Novem ber. After m onths of 

delays due to technical diff icult ies, the elect ronics giant  could not  

produce anywhere near enough PS3 units to sat isfy dem and. This 

frust rated and angered m any fans, especially in Japan, where sales 

of the product  were m ade by lot tery. Even worse for European fans,  

who have to wait  unt il March 2007 for the console to reach store 

shelves. 

Like the PS3, the new and oddly-nam ed Wii sold like hotcakes. 

JapanÕs largest  elect ronics store, Yodobashi Cam era, opened it s 

doors at  7 a.m . Ð two-and-a-half hours early -  to cope with the 

dem and. However, at  8 a.m . it  had sold out  of Wii units. One 

sat isfied enthusiast , Tom okazu Nakaj im a, said:  ÒI 'd waited outside 

the store since 6: 30 p.m .Ó He added:  ÒThe Wii is am azing fun, while 

the PS3 is too expensive.'' His sent iments sum up NintendoÕs gam e 

plan in capturing a signif icant  part  of the gam es console m arket . 

Rather than opt  for expensive graphics, Nintendo has gone for easy-

to- learn games with a wireless, palm-sized m ot ion sensor that  is 

brandished like a sword or tennis racket . Nintendo expects to sell 

four m illion units worldwide by Dec. 31, com pared with Sony's 

target  of two m illion PlayStat ion 3Õs.   
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START 

1 .  DI CTAT I ON:  The t eacher w ill read t o you slowly and clearly t he first  half 
of the first  paragraph, repeat ing passages where necessary. Students will w rit e down 
the speech. The t eacher will repeat  t he passage slowly again. 

Self correct  your work. Be honest  with yourself on the num ber of errors. Advise the 
teacher of your total no of errors. Less than 5 is very good.  10 are acceptable. Any 
m ore is room  for  im provem ent !  More t han 20 -  we need to do som e work! 

2 . GAME CONSOLES:  Walk around the class and briefly f ind out  what  
people know about  NintendoÕs new Wii gam e console, t he rival Sony PlayStat ion 3 
and MicrosoftÕs Xbox 360. Share your findings w ith new partners /  t he class. 

3 . READI NG:  Get  students to read the passage aloud. Swap readers every 
paragraph. 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Students circle any words you do not  understand. I n  
groups,  pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind t heir m eanings. 

5 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of t hese topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing ( circle)  and which are m ost  boring ( underline) . 

 Video gam e /  Japan /  elect ronics /  Nintendo /  elect ronics store /  Microsoft  /  fans 
/  dem and /  fun /  graphics /   hotcakes /  Xbox 360 /  Wii /  PlayStat ion 3 /  Sony 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked. For m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly.   

6 . SENTENCE STAR TERS:  With your par tner(s) , f inish these sentence 
start ers. Talk  about  the sentences you m ade. 

a)  The Xbox 360  ____________________________________________ 

b)  Wii is____ _______________________________________________ 

c)  Microsoft  ________________________________________________ 

d)  Sony says it s______________________________________________ 

e)  The com pet it ion ___ _______________________________________ 

f)  Fans of the _______________________________________________ 

g)  The gam es console ________________________________________ 

h)  One enthusiast  ____________________________________________ 
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7 . ONE MI NUTE:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words 
you can associate w it h g am es co n so les. Share your words with your par tner(s)  and 
talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

8 . FI VE MI NUTES:  Choose six  of t hese words.  Write t hree sentences using 
these words. Try t o associate t hem  with g am es con so les. Discuss with your 
part ner.  Spend five m inutes on t his exercise.   
 
9 . COMP UTER GAMES  
In pairs -  Think of 6 com puter gam es you play or know. Which is your favor it e? 
Why? Discuss. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

The t eacher w ill select  som e exam ples from  the class. 

1 0 . BOARD GAME S 
Swap pairs!  Ð Now think of 8 board gam es people play. Which is your  favorit e? Why? 
Discuss. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

The t eacher w ill select  som e exam ples from  the class. 
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1 1 . TRAD I TI OAL GAME S 
In pairÕs th ink of 8 t radit ional gam es children play. Fill in your f indings below.  
Discuss w it h your part ner.   

Do t radit ional gam es vary from  count ry to count ry? Have they changed over t he 
decades? Do m ore children play com puter gam es than t radit ional gam es these days? 
Discuss. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

 

The t eacher w ill select  som e exam ples from  the class. 

1 2 . REMEMB ER W HEN YOU W ERE A KI D 

Discuss the following with your partner: 

Which of the above t radit ional gam es did you play as a kid? 

Which of the above board gam es did you play as a kid?  

Which of the above com puter gam es did you play as a kid?  

How m any do you st ill p lay?!  

1 3 . 2  MI NUTE DEBAT ES:   
In pairs debate the follow ingÉ  

St u d en t  A  v  St u d en t  B 

a)  The new Nintendo Wii is best  v SonyÕs PlayStat ion 3 is bet t er . 

b)  MicrosoftÕs Xbox 360 is best  v  SonyÕs PlayStat ion 3 is bet ter.   

c)  MicrosoftÕs Xbox 360 is best  v  The new Nintendo Wii is bet t er.   

d)  Com puter  gam es are great  v  I  donÕt  like com puter gam es. 

e)  Com puter  gam es are for nerds and geeks v I  prefer  doing som ething else. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he art icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Sales of com puter  gam es in London out st r ip supply. T /  F 

b. Nintendo sold out  at  it s launch in Japan on Decem ber f irst . T /  F 

c. European fans w ill have t o wait  unt il May 2007 for t he new Sony 
console. 

T /  F 

d. Sony had a t roubled launch in Novem ber of it s product . T /  F 

e. Sony could not  produce enough of it s new PlayStat ion 3 T /  F 

f.  SonyÕs sales target  is t hree m illion PlayStat ion 3Õs. T /  F 

g. The new and oddly nam ed Wii sold like pancakes. T /  F 

h. Nintendo expect s t o sell 4 .5 m illion WiiÕs worldw ide. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. heat ing up choose 

b. retailers realist ic 

c. viable st rangely 

d. delays stores 

e. sat isfy fan  

f.  oddly st rategy 

g. cope wit h int ensifying 

h. enthusiast  m eet  

i.  gam e plan handle 

j .  opt  for hold ups 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle  

a. The elect ronics giant  while t he PS3 is too expensive 

b. Com pet it ion in the to sell four  m illion unit s 

c. Nintendo is  of two m illion PlayStat ion 3Õs 

d. Sales of the product  the last  of t he m akers to launchÉ  

e. É furnace like condit ions were m ade by lot t ery 

f.  The Wii is am azing fun, out side the store 

g. This frust rated and angered m any fans 

h. Nintendo expect s  could not  produce anywhere near 
enough 

i.  IÕd wait ed  video gam e m arket  is heat ing upÉ  

j .  SonyÕs target   ahead of Christm as 
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GAP FI LL:  READI NG  

Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he t ext . 

Nin t end o Wii g am e con sole out sells Son y  PS3  

 
___________ in t he v ideo gam e __________ m arket  is 

heat ing up t o ________- like condit ions ahead of Chr istm as. 

NintendoÕs new Wii console sold out  at  m any m ajor  Japanese 

___________ retailers on it s launch day on Decem ber f irst .  

The player is seen as a ________ com pet it or t o Sony  

Corporat ionÕs PlaySt at ion 3 and Microsoft 's Xbox  360. 

Nintendo is the last  of the m akers to launch it s new product .  

Sony  had a m uch- t roubled ________ in Novem ber.  Aft er  

m ont hs of delays due to technical diff icult ies, the elect ronics 

giant  could not  produce anywhere near enough PS3 unit s t o 

________ dem and. This __________ and angered m any  

fans, especially in Japan, where sales of the product  were 

m ade by lot tery . Even worse for European fans, who have t o 

wait  unt il March 2007 for t he console t o reach st ore shelves. 

  

launch 

sat isfy 

viable 

console 

com pet it ion 

frust rated 

furnace 

elect ronics 

Like t he PS3, t he new and oddly -nam ed Wii sold like 

__________. JapanÕs largest  elect ronics st ore, Yodobashi 

Cam era, opened it s doors at  7 a.m . Ð two-and-a-half hours 

ear ly -  to ________ wit h t he dem and. However,  at  8 a.m . it  

had sold out  of Wii unit s. One sat isf ied __________, 

Tom okazu Nakaj im a, said:  ÒI 'd waited out side t he store since 

6: 30 p.m .Ó He added:  ÒThe Wii is am azing fun, while t he PS3 

is t oo expensive.' ' His __________ sum  up NintendoÕs gam e 

plan in capt ur ing a ___________ part  of t he gam es console 

m arket . Rat her t han opt  for expensive graphics, Nintendo has 

gone for easy- to- learn gam es w it h a ________, palm -sized 

m ot ion ________ t hat  is brandished like a sword or tennis 

racket . Nint endo expect s t o sell four m illion unit s wor ldwide 

by Dec. 31, com pared wit h Sony's t arget  of two m illion 

___________ 3Õs.  

sent im ents 

wireless 

sensor 

cope 

enthusiast  

hot cakes 

signif icant  

PlayStat ion 
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GAP FI LL:  LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Nin t end o Wii g am e con sole out sells Son y  PS3  

Com pet it ion __ ___ _____ gam e console m arket  is heat ing up t o furnace- like 

condit ions ahead of Chr ist m as. Nint endoÕs new Wii console sold out  at  m any  

m ajor  Japanese elect ronics retailers on it s launch day on Decem ber  first .  The 

player is ____ __ _ v iable com pet itor t o Sony Corporat ionÕs PlaySt at ion 3 

and Microsoft 's Xbox 360. Nintendo is t he ____ __ ___ ______ to launch it s 

new product . Sony had a m uch- t roubled launch in Novem ber . After m ont hs 

of delays due t o _________ ____________, t he elect ronics giant  could not  

produce anywhere near enough PS3 units t o sat isfy dem and. This f rust rated 

and _______ ____ ____, especially in Japan, where sales of t he product  

were m ade by lot tery. Even worse for European fans, who have t o wait  unt il 

_____ ____ for t he console t o _____ _____  shelves. 

Like t he PS3, t he new ___ _____-______ Wii sold like hot cakes. JapanÕs 

largest  elect ronics st ore, Yodobashi Cam era, opened it s doors at  7 a.m . Ð 

two-and-a-half hours ear ly -  t o cope ____ ___ dem and. However, at  8 a.m . 

it  had sold out  of Wii unit s. One sat isf ied ent husiast , Tom okazu Nakaj im a, 

said:  ÒI 'd wait ed _______ ___ _____ since 6: 30 p.m .Ó He added:  ÒThe Wii is 

am azing fun, while ___ ___ is too expensive.' ' His sent im ents sum  up 

NintendoÕs gam e plan in capt uring a signif icant  part  of t he _____ _______ 

______. Rat her t han opt  for expensive graphics, Nintendo has gone for easy-

to- learn gam es wit h a w ireless, palm -sized m ot ion sensor t hat  is brandished 

like a sword or t ennis racket . Nint endo expect s t o sell four m illion _____ 

_________ by Dec. 31, com pared wit h Sony's ______ __ t wo m illion 

PlaySt at ion 3Õs.  



Nintendo Wii gam e console outsells Sony PS3Ð 7 Decem ber, 2006 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
9 

 

9 

 

AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEAR CH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôcom p et i t ion Õ and Ôlau n ch Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text  or 
subject  in quest ion. 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ PlayStat ion 3 

¥ Japan 

¥ Wii 

¥ Xbox 360 

¥ Sony Corporat ion 

¥ Nintendo 

¥ Christm as 

¥ European fans 

¥ Graphics 

¥ Gam es 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student B)  

Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
Do you play com puter games? 
I f yes to no 2 Ð which ones? 
Which gam e is your favorite? 
Which gam es console do you have? 
Which one do you prefer? 
What  advantages are there with this console? 
What  disadvantages are there with it  com pared with the others on 
the m arket? 
Are you som eone who locks them selves in their room  playing 
com puter gam es for hours on end? 
Do you belong to any on line chat room s specializing in com puter 
talk? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student A)  

Did you like reading this art icle? 
What  do you think about  what  you read? 
What  was the first  com puter game you played? 
What  com puter gam es do your fr iends play? 
What  are the top 3 com puter gam es on the m arket  at  the m om ent  
that  people play? 
Why do you think Sony launched their PlayStat ion 3 console in stages 
rather than a worldwide launch on the sam e day? 
Are com puter graphics get t ing bet ter? 
Have you ever created your own com puter gam e? 
How do you see com puter gam es developing in the future?   
Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet . Find out  inform at ion about 
N in t en d oÕs W i i , Son y Õs Play St at ion  3  an d  Micr oso f t Õs Xb o x  3 6 0 . 
Talk about what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . FAN S QUEUE FOR NEW  GAME  CONSOLE:  NEW S 
AR TI CLE:  You are the Far East  correspondent , based in Japan, for  
BritainÕs Dai ly  Teleg r ap h  newspaper. You have been assigned to 
write a story on the launch of NintendoÕs Wii gam e in Japan. Talk 
( im agine)  to som e excited fans who have been queuing all night  for 
the new console. Find out  what  they think of it  Ð from  the reviews 
published so far. Com pare it  to the others on the m arket . Write a 
feature on what  you have found. (Minimum  100 words)  Read what  you 
wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which ent ry was best  and 
why? 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Th e  Dai ly  Teleg r ap h  Newspaper 
com plaining about  not  being able to get  your hands on the Nintendo 
Wii. Ask the m anufacturer three quest ions on why they havenÕt  m ade 
enough consoles? Show your let ter to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Your classm ates will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. T f. F g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. heat ing up intensifying 

b. retailers stores  

c. v iable realist ic  

d. delays hold ups  

e. sat isfy me et  

f. oddly st rangely  

g. cope wit h handle  

h. ent husiast  fan  

i. gam e plan st rategy   

j . opt  for  choose  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The elect ronics giant  could not  produce anywhere near enough 

b. Com pet it ion in t he video gam e m arket  is heat ing upÉ  

c. Nintendo is  the last  of t he ma kers to launchÉ  

d. Sales of  the product  were m ade by lot tery 

e. É furnace like condit ions ahead of Chr ist ma s 

f. The Wii is am azing fun, while the PS3 is too expensive 

g. This frust rated and angered ma ny fans 

h. Nintendo expects  to sell four mi llion unit s 

i. I Õd waited  out side the store 

j . SonyÕs target   of t wo mi llion PlayStat ion 3Õs 

GAP FI LL:  

Nin t en d o  W i i  g a m e co n so le ou t sel l s Son y  PS3  

Co m p et i t io n  in t he v ideo game co n so le market is heati ng up to  f u r n ace - like condit ions ahead of  
Christ mas. Ninte ndoÕs new Wii console sold out at many  major Japanese e le ct r o n i cs reta ilers on it s 
launch day on December f irst. The player is seen as a v iab l e  competi to r to  Sony Corporati onÕs PlaySta ti on 
3 and Microsoft' s Xbox 360. Ninte ndo is th e last of th e m akers to  launch its  new product. Sony had a 
much- tr oubled lau n ch  in  November. Afte r m onth s of delays due to  te chnical diff icult ies, th e electr on ics 
giant could not produce anywh ere near enough PS3 units  to  sat is f y  demand. This f r u st r a t ed  and 
angered many fans, especially  in Japan, wh ere sales of th e product we re made by lotte ry. Even wo rse for  
European fans, wh o have to  wa it unti l March 20 07 for th e console to  reach sto re shelves. 

Like th e PS3,  th e new and oddly-named Wii sold like h o t cak es. JapanÕs largest electr onics sto re,  
Yodobashi Camera,  opened it s doors at  7 a.m .  Ð t wo -and-a-half hours early  -  to  co p e w ith  th e demand.  
Howe ver, at 8 a.m . it had sold out of Wii units . One sati sf ied enth usiast, Tomokazu Nakaj ima, said:  ÒI 'd  
wa ite d outs ide th e sto re since 6: 30  p.m .Ó He added:  ÒThe Wii is amazing fun, wh ile th e PS3 is to o 
expensive.' '  His sen t im en t s sum up Ninte ndoÕs game plan in captu ring a s ig n i f ican t  part of th e games 
console market. Rat h er  th an opt for expensive graphics, Ninte ndo has gone for easy- to - learn games wi th  
a w i r e less, palm- sized moti on sen so r  th at is brandished l ike a swo rd or te nnis racket. Ninte ndo expects  
to  sell four m illion units  wo rldwi de by Dec. 31, compared wi th  Sony's ta rget of two  m illion Pla ySt at io n  
3Õs.  


