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THE ARTICLE 

Hair loss to be a thing of the past 

A biotechnology com pany in the UK says it  is working on a new 

technology to help cure an age-old problem  Ð hair loss. I ntercytex 

has developed a robot  that  will be able to im plant  cells in areas of 

the scalp where hair loss has taken place. I t  seem s the fight  to t reat  

baldness m ay at  last  be won. The com pany has already tested a 

procedure whereby hair follicles are taken from  the back of the 

neck, mult iplied a thousand- fold under clinical condit ions and then 

re- im planted onto the head. The revolut ionary technique is set  to 

bring relief to m illions of m en and wom en around the world who are 

em barrassed, som et im es to the point  of suicide, by their hair loss. 

Gone m ay be the days of wearing wigs or of brushing hair across 

the head to hide bald patches. 

I ntercytex has been awarded a $3.6 m illion grant  from  BritainÕs 

governm ent to bring the technology to fruit ion. Init ial tests were 

conducted on seven m en, f ive of whom  are now growing new and 

healthy hair. Another 20 m en are on standby to be guinea pigs. 

Jonathon Malvern, a balding 26-year-old, says he cannot  wait  to t ry 

the new wonder cure:  ÒI  started thinning on top when I  was just  

19,Ó he said. He said having a receding hair line has affected his 

confidence:  ÒI  always worry about  looking older than I  really am  and 

of not  finding a partner in life.Ó He said he had t r ied several hair 

replacem ent t reatments but  com plained they were a waste of t im e 

and m oney:  ÒI tÕs not  just  the cost ,Ó he explained, ÒitÕs also the 

t raum a of the surgery being unsuccessful. Having a full head of hair 

is m y dream Ó.  
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START 

1. DICTATION: The teacher will read t o you slow ly and clearly the f irst  half  
of the first  paragraph, repeat ing passages where necessary. Students will w rit e down 
the speech. The t eacher will repeat  t he passage slowly again. 

Self correct  your work. Be honest  with yourself on the num ber of errors. Advise the 
teacher of your total no of errors.  Ten are acceptable.  Any m ore is room  for  
im provem ent !    

2. READING: Get students to read the passage aloud. Swap readers every 
paragraph. 

3. VOCABULARY: Students circle any words you do not  understand. I n  
groups,  pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind t heir m eanings. 

4. HAIR LOSS: Walk around the class -  find out :  
 
How m any people you know who are bald? 
  
How do they have their  hair?  
 
Do t hey wear a wig?  
 
When did that  person go bald?  
 
I s it  hereditary?  
 
Have they had or  t hought  about  having a t ransplant?  
 
 
Find out  as m uch as you can.  When you have f inished, find a new part ner and share 
your inform at ion. 
 
When you have f in ished the t eacher w ill select  student s to discuss your findings!  
 

5. BALD: Stay on your feet !  Walk round the class -  f ind as m any words as you  
can associated wit h the word ÔbaldÕ.  Fill in the box below  with your f indings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you have f in ished the t eacher w ill select  student s to discuss your findings!  
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6. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of t hese topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Biotechnology / robot / men / treatments / partner / guinea pigs / hair / fruition / 
clinical conditions / suicide / wonder cure / receding hairline / wigs / embarrassed 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked. For m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

7. QUICK DEBATE: Students A believe bald is beaut iful.  You donÕt  worry  
about  losing your hair. Being bald is cool. Students B are m ore worr ied. You are 
horr if ied at  t he t hought  of losing you hair  Ð You would t ry  every ÒcureÓ on the 
m arket ,  from  wigs to t ransplants t o com bing your hair  over the bald par ts. . 

Debate t his w it h your  part ners.  Change partners oft en.   

8. SENTENCE STARTERS: With your par tner(s) , f inish these sentence 
start ers. Change par tner(s)  and talk about  t he sentences you m ade. 

a)  Bald m en should ________________________________________________ 

b)  Bald wom en should ______________________________________________ 

c)  Finding a partner  ________________________________________________ 

d)  ÒI  star ted t hinning on top _________________________________________ 

e)  A receding hair line ______________________________________________ 

f)  The t raum a ________ ____________________________________________ 

g)  Hair replacem ent  t reatm ents ______________________________________ 

h)  Bald pat ches ___________________________________________________ 

9. HAIR LOSS: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you  
associate w ith hair loss. Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

10. FIVE MINUTES: Select  three of t he words you chose above. Writ e a 
sentence for  each.  Read them  to your partner.   

11. DOCTORS SURGERY: I m agine you are at  a doctorÕs surgery in the 
wait ing room . Every pat ient  is wait ing to d iscuss t heir baldness w ith the doctor. You  
get  bored wait ing. Talk w it h the other Òpat ientsÓ in the wait ing room / class about  how 
and when you went  bald and what  you are going to do about  it !   
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  t he art icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Jonat hon Malvern start ing balding when he was j ust  19. T /  F 

b. Gone are t he days of wearing wigs or brushing hair across t he head T /  F 

c. A biot echnology  firm  has a $3 m illion grant  to help fight  baldness. T /  F 

d. I nit ial test s were carr ied out  on nine m en. T /  F 

e. Hair follicles from  t he backs of legs are t ransplanted on t he head. T /  F 

f.  The Brit ish governm ent  will bring t he t echnology t o f ruit ion. T /  F 

g. Twenty m en are on standby  to be guinea pigs. T /  F 

h. The new wonder cure will be free. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. im plant  thin on t op 
b. revolut ionary operat ion 
c. wig process 
d. guinea pigs hope 
e. bald able bodied 
f. worry toupeŽ 
g. surgery volunteers 
h. dream  concern 
i.  healt hy insert  
j .  procedure innovat ive 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. The revolut ionary technique thinning on t op 

b. Anot her 20 m en to hide bald pat ches 

c. I  st art ed from  t he back of t he neck 

d. Brushing hair across t he head awarded a $3.6 m illion grant  

e. Hair follicles are t aken developed a robot  

f.  Gone m ay be t he days has affect ed his confidence 

g. I tÕs also t he t raum a  is set  t o br ing reliefÉ  

h. I nt ercyt ex has been  are on st andby t o be guinea pigs 

i.  A receding hair line  of t he surgery  being unsuccessful 

j .  I nt ercyt ex has  of wearing wigs 
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GAP FILL: READING 

Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he t ext . 

Hair loss to be a thing of the past 

A biotechnology com pany  in t he UK says it  is work ing on a 

new __________ to help cure an age-old problem  Ð 

_________. I nt ercyt ex has developed a ________ t hat  w ill 

be able t o ________ cells in areas of the scalp where hair  

loss has taken place. I t  seem s t he fight  t o t reat  baldness 

m ay at  last  be won. The com pany has already t ested a 

procedure whereby hair _________ are taken from  the 

back of t he neck , m ult iplied a t housand- fold under clinical 

condit ions and t hen re- im planted ont o the head. The 

___________ t echnique is set  t o br ing relief to m illions of  

m en and wom en around t he world who are em barrassed, 

som et im es t o t he point  of suicide, by t heir  hair loss. Gone 

m ay be t he days of  wearing ________ or  of brushing hair 

across t he head to hide ________ pat ches. 

 

 
hair loss 

implant 

bald 

robot 

wigs 

technology 

revolutionary 

follicles 

I nt ercyt ex has been awarded a $3.6 m illion ________ from  

Br itainÕs governm ent  to bring t he technology t o f ruit ion. 

I nit ial test s were conducted on seven m en, five of whom  

are now growing new and ________ hair . Anot her 20 m en 

are on st andby to be ___________. Jonathon Malvern, a 

balding 26-year-old, says he cannot  wait  to t ry the new 

________ cure:  ÒI  started t hinning on top when I  was j ust  

19,Ó he said. He said having a __________ hair line has 

affected his conf idence:  ÒI  always worry about  look ing older  

than I  really am  and of not  finding a ________ in life.Ó He 

said he had t r ied several hair replacem ent  __________ but  

com plained t hey were a waste of t im e and m oney :  ÒI tÕs not  

j ust  the cost ,Ó he explained, Òit Õs also t he t raum a of the 

surgery being unsuccessful. Hav ing a full head of  hair is m y 

________Ó.  

 grant 

wonder 

healthy 

treatments 

partner 

dream 

receding 

guinea pigs 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Hair loss to be a thing of the past 

A _____________ com pany in t he UK says it  is work ing on a new 

__________ t o help cure an age-old problem  Ð hair loss. I ntercy tex has 

developed a robot  t hat  will be able to im plant  cells in areas of t he 

_____________ hair loss has taken place. I t  seem s t he f ight  t o t reat  

baldness m ay at  last  be won. The com pany has already __________ 

procedure whereby  hair  follicles are t aken from  t he back  of  t he neck , 

m ult iplied a thousand- fold under clinical condit ions and t hen re- im planted 

ont o the head. The revolut ionary ____________ set  to br ing relief t o m illions 

of m en and wom en around t he world who are em barrassed, som et im es to 

the point  of suicide, by t heir hair loss. Gone m ay be t he days of  

_____________ of brushing hair across t he head to hide bald patches. 

I nt ercyt ex has been awarded a $3.6 m illion grant  from  Br itainÕs governm ent  

to bring t he _____________ fruit ion. I nit ial test s were conducted on seven 

m en, five of whom  are now growing new and healt hy hair . Anot her 20 m en 

are on st andby t o be guinea pigs.  _______________, a balding 26-year-old,  

says he cannot  wait  t o t ry t he new wonder cure:  ÒI  st ar ted t hinning on t op 

when I  was j ust  19,Ó he said. He said having a receding ___________  

affected his confidence:  ÒI  _____________ about  looking older t han I  really  

am  and of not  finding a part ner  in life.Ó He said he had t r ied several hair  

replacem ent  t reatm ent s but  com plained they were a wast e of t im e and 

m oney :  ÒI tÕs not  _____________,Ó he explained, ÒitÕs also the t raum a of t he 

surgery being unsuccessful. Hav ing a full head of hair _____________Ó.  
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘bald’ and ‘dream (of)’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. STUDENT “BALDNESS” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups,  write 
down quest ions about  hair loss and life without hair!  

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ suicide 
¥ wigs 
¥ technology 
¥ confidence 
¥ robot  
¥ patches 

¥ m oney 
¥ thinning 
¥ partner 
¥ grant  
¥ t reatm ents 
¥ guinea pigs 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

1.  Did t he headline m ake you want  t o read t he art icle? 
2.  Have you ever m ade fun of som eone who is bald or balding? 
3.  Do you t hink m en worry t oo m uch about  baldness? 
4.  What  would you t hink if your hair started falling out? 
5.  Would you wear a wig? 
6.  Do you know anyone who wears a w ig/ hairpiece/ t oupŽe? 
7.  Do you t hink baldness is at t ract ive in m en and wom en? 
8.  What  advantages do you t hink  t here are of being bald? 
9.  What  would you say t o your son/ daughter if  he/ she was worr ied about  

hair loss? 
10.Do you t hink t hereÕll ever be a cure for baldness?  

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

1.  Did you like reading t his art icle? 
2.  What  everyday worr ies do you t hink bald people m ight  have? 
3.  What  do you t hink of celebrit ies like Elt on John spending m illions of 

dollars on hair replacem ent  t reat m ent s? 
4.  Would you be a guinea pig in t he hair replacem ent  t est s? 
5.  Does baldness m ake people look older or younger?  
6.  Do people of different  races /  nat ionalit ies look bet ter bald? 
7.  How m any fam ous bald people do you know and what  do you t hink of 

them ? 
8. How would t he world /  life be different  if everyone was t ot ally bald? 
9.  What  do you t hink of your hair /  hairsty le 
10.Did you like t his discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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 HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the biotechnology com pany I ntercytex. Find out  about  baldness. Talk 
about  what you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. HAIRLOSS ARTICLE: Write a newspaper art icle about  the 
m any different  ways to cure baldness. I nclude ( im aginary)  interviews 
with shoppers about  their suggest ions to cure hair loss. Show your 
art icle to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Talk about  which art icles 
you liked best  and why. 

4. LETTER: Write a let ter to I ntercytex. Tell them  what  you think of 
their new idea to cure baldness. Give them  three pieces of advice for 
people who are thinning on top. Ask them  three quest ions about  the 
new product . Read your let ter to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which let ter did you like 
best  and why?  



 11 

ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. T b. F c. F d. F e. F f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. imp lant  insert  

b. revolut ionary innovat ive 

c. wig toupeŽ 

d. guinea pigs volunteers 

e. bald thin on t op 

f. worry concern 

g. surgery operat ion 

h. dream  hope 

i. healthy able bodied 

j . procedure process 

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The revolut ionary technique is set  to br ing reliefÉ  

b. Anot her 20 m en are on st andby t o be guinea pigs 

c. I  started thinning on t op 

d. Brushing hair  across t he head to hide bald pat ches 

e. Hair  follicles are taken from  the back of  the neck 

f. Gone ma y be t he days of wear ing wigs 

g. I tÕs also the t raum a  of t he surgery being unsuccessful 

h. I ntercytex has been  awarded a $3.6 m ill ion grant  

i. A receding hair line  has affected his conf idence 

j . I ntercytex has  developed a robot  

GAP FILL: 

Hair loss to be a thing of the past 

A biote chnology company in th e UK says it is wo rk ing on a new technology to  help cure an age-old  
problem Ð hair loss. I nte rcyte x has developed a robot th at wi ll be able to  implant cells in areas of th e 
scalp wh ere hair loss has ta ken place. I t seems th e f ight  to  tr eat baldness may at last be wo n. The 
company has already te ste d a procedure wh ereby hair follicles are ta ken from th e back of th e neck,  
multi plied a th ousand- fold under clinical conditi ons and th en re- implante d onto  th e head. The 
revolutionary te chnique is set to  bring relief to  m il lions of men and wo men around th e wo rld wh o are 
embarrassed, someti mes to  th e point of suicide, by th eir hair loss.  Gone may be th e days of we aring wigs 
or of brushing hair across th e head to  hide bald patches. 

I nte rcyte x has been awa rded a $3.6 m illion grant from  Br ita inÕs government to  bring th e te chnology to  
fruiti on. I niti al te sts  we re conducte d on seven men, f ive of wh om are now growi ng new and healthy hair .  
Anoth er 20 men are on sta ndby to  be guinea pigs. Jonath on Malvern, a balding 26 -year-old, says he 
cannot wa it to  tr y  th e new wonder cure:  ÒI  sta rte d th inning on to p wh en I  wa s j ust 19 ,Ó he said. He said 
having a receding hair l ine has affecte d his confidence:  ÒI  alwa ys wo rry about looking older th an I  really  
am and of not f inding a partner in life.Ó He said he had tr ied several hair replacement treatments but  
complained th ey we re a wa ste  of ti me and money:  ÒI tÕs not just t he cost ,Ó he explained, ÒitÕs also th e 
tr auma of th e surgery being unsuccessful. Having a full head of hair is my dreamÓ.  


