
Why does the world talk as more die in Darfur? (September 24, 2006) 

Find this and over 700 similar and other current events lessons and podcasts at 
ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  

1 

www.Breaking News English.com  

and David Robinson 

A Ready-to-use ESL / EFL Lesson 

Th e Br eak in g  New s En g l i sh .co m  Resou r ce Book  

Ò1,000 I deas & Act ivit ies For Language TeachersÓ 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

W hy  d o es t he  w or ld  t a l k  as m or e d ie  in Dar f u r ? 
 
URL:   http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/0609/060924-darfur.html 
 
 

Con t en t s 

The Art icle 2 

Start  3 

After Reading /  Listening 5 

Reading Gap Fill 6 

Listening Gap Fill  7 

After Reading  8 

Discussion  9 

Hom ework 10 

Answers 11 

Art icle by Sean Banville 
I deas and Act iv it ies by David Robinson 

 



Why does the world talk as more die in Darfur? (September 24, 2006) 

Find this and over 700 similar and other current events lessons and podcasts at 
ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  

2 

THE ARTI CLE 

Why is it that the international community does so little when there is 

genocide in Africa? The lessons of the horrors in Rwanda in the early 

nineties were enough to make the then world leaders say Ônever againÕ. 

These words seem to be hollow. The slaughter of hundreds of thousands 

of innocent lives is with us again. Why are world leaders not acting? 

"Time is running out. The violence in Darfur is not subsiding, it is getting 

worse," US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice told the officials at an 

emergency session of the Security Council. The big question is why 

doesnÕt America take a greater lead? After all, it led the invasion of Iraq 

to rid Saddam Hussein of weapons that did not exist. The US can go to 

war based on false intelligence. Why canÕt it do anything now in Darfur? 

This time it is clear to see the truth Ð TV pictures show dying people 

every day. Are African lives less valuable than Western lives?  

Newspapers are always reporting the African Union peacekeepers are too 

few in number and too poorly equipped to deal with the rebel forces in 

Darfur. What is needed to reverse this humanitarian catastrophe? There 

are currently 7,200 African Union troops to help protect an area the size 

of France Ð clearly not enough. 

Meanwhile, SudanÕs President Bashir said this week that U.N. troops 

were not welcome in his country under any circumstances. How can any 

government allow such wide scale massacre to happen on its soil? Why is 

it that leaders such as Bashir refuse to stop genocide? More than 200,000 

people have been killed in the three-year conflict in Darfur and about 2.5 

million have been displaced. Will this be the last genocide in Africa? 
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START 

 
1 .  DI CTAT I ON :  The t eacher w ill read to you slowly and clear ly  the first  
paragraph, repeat ing passages where necessary. Students w ill w rite down the 
speech. The t eacher w ill repeat  the passage slowly  again.   
 
Self correct  your work. Be honest  with yourself on the num ber of errors. Advise the 
teacher of your total no of errors. 10 are acceptable. Any m ore is room  for  
im provem ent !    
 
2 . READI NG:  Get  students to read passage.  Swap readers every paragraph. 

3 . VOCABULARY:  Students circle any words they do not  understand. I n 
groups,  pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind t heir m eanings. 

4 . DARFUR an d  GEN OCI DE I N AF RI CA:  Walk around t he class 
and f ind out  as m uch as you can about  Darfur and genocide in Afr ica. When you  
have f inished,  find a new partner and share your inform at ion. 

5 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of t hese topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

International community / officials / peacekeepers / government / leaders / 
emergency / newspapers / troops / genocide / Darfur / Africa / intelligence / 
Security Council / TV / rebel forces  

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked. For m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

6 . AF RI CA:  With your part ner( s) , d iscuss other sim ilar  sit uat ions including  
genocide and war in the following African count r ies. Decide on the m ost  im portant  
point  of each one. Change par tner(s)  and share what  you talked about . (You m ay 
need to use the I nternet  t o find out  inform at ion. )  

• Ethiopia 

• Zim babwe 

• Sierra Leone 

• Rwanda 
 

• Uganda 

• Sudan 

• Som alia 

• Congo 

Get  st udent s to draw a m ap of Africa on t he board. Ask students t o locate each  
count ry. (Split  into two groups if necessary using the count ries in each colum n 
accordingly)  

Discuss your findings with/ t o the class. 
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7 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe m ore should be done by the 
int ernat ional com m unity to help the people of Darfur. Students B believe that  the 
African Union t roops are doing enough and t here are m ore pressing issues in the 
wor ld to solve. Debate t his with your part ner . Change part ners oft en.   

8 . SENTENCE STAR TERS:  With your par tner(s) , f inish these sentence 
start ers. Change par tner(s)  and talk about  t he sentences you m ade. 

 a. U.N.Troops were __________________________________________ 

 b. 2.5 m illion _______________________________________________ 

 c TV pict ures ______________________________________________ 

 d African lives are __________________________________________ 

 e Rebel forces should _______________________________________ 

 f The Securit y  Council ______________________________________ 

 g Wor ld leaders ____________________________________________ 

 h The three year conflict  _____________________________________ 

9 . GEN OCI DE:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w it h genocide. Share your words w it h your part ner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

1 0 . UNI TED NAT I ONS:  I m agine you are a m em ber of t he Unit ed Nat ions.  
Talk wit h the other Òm em bersÓ in t he class about  t he changes you are going to 
m ake. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he art icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Afr ican Union peacekeepers are well equipped. T /  F 

b. 200,000 people have been k illed in t he four  year conflict  in Darfur . T /  F 

c. Newspapers report ed t he Afr ican Union peacekeepers are t oo few. T /  F 

d. The Afr ican Union t roops protect  an area t he size of France. T /  F 

e. The lessons in Rwanda m ade t he wor ld leaders say never again T /  F 

f.  TV pict ures show dying people every day T /  F 

g. 2.6 m illion people have been displaced. T /  F 

h. The violence in Darfur is not  subsiding. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. genocide killing 

b. catast rophe rem ove 

c. t roops fight ing 

d. m assacre m urder 

e. rid disaster 

f.  hollow sold iers 

g. int elligence not  real 

h. violence em pty 

i.  innocent  inform at ion 

j .  false not  guilt y 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. SudanÕs President   less valuable 

b. Why doesnÕt  Am erica show dying people 

c. Are African lives  is not  subsiding 

d. The v iolence in Darfur  based on false int elligence 

e. African Union peacekeepers said t his week 

f. The internat ional com m unit y  does so lit t le 

g. These words seem  to be hollow 

h. TV pict ures are too few 

i.  The US can go to war  not  act ing 

j .  Why are wor ld leaders take a greater lead? 
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GAP FI LL:   

Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he t ext . 

W h y  d oes t h e w o r ld  t a lk  as m o r e d ie  in  Dar fu r ? 

Why is it  that  the internat ional ___________ does 
so lit t le when there is genocide in Africa? The 
lessons of the horrors in Rwanda in the early 
ninet ies were enough to m ake the then world 
leaders say Ônever againÕ. These words seem  to be 
hollow. The ________ of hundreds of thousands of 
________ lives is with us again. Why are world 
leaders not  act ing? 
"Tim e is running out . The ________ in Darfur is not  
subsiding, it  is get t ing worse,"  US Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice told the officials at  an 
_______session of the Security Council. The big 
quest ion is why doesnÕt  America take a greater lead? 
After all, it  led the invasion of I raq to ________ 
Saddam  Hussein of weapons that  did not  exist . The 
US can go to war based on false ________. Why 
canÕt  it  do anything now in Darfur? This t im e it  is 
clear to see the t ruth Ð TV pictures show ________ 
people every day. Are African lives less valuable 
than Western lives?  
 

intelligence 

slaughter 

innocent 

violence 

dying 

community 

rid 

emergency 

 

Newspapers are always report ing the African Union 
________ are too few in num ber and too poorly 
equipped to deal with the rebel forces in Darfur. 
What  is needed to reverse this __________ 
catast rophe? There are current ly 7,200 African 
Union t roops to help ________ an area the size of 
France Ð clearly not  enough. 
Meanwhile, SudanÕs President  Bashir said this week 
that  U.N. t roops were not  ________ in his count ry 
under any __________. How can any governm ent  
allow such wide scale ________ to happen on it s 
soil? Why is it  that  leaders such as Bashir refuse to 
stop genocide? More than 200,000 people have been 
killed in the three-year ________ in Darfur and 
about  2.5 m illion have been displaced. Will this be 
the last  ________ in Africa? 

humanitarian 

welcome 

conflict 

peacekeepers 

genocide 

circumstances 

massacre 

protect 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

W h y  d oes t h e w o r ld  t a lk  as m o r e d ie  in  Dar fu r ? 

Why is it  that  t he _________________ does so lit t le when there is genocide 

in Afr ica? The lessons of t he _________ Rwanda in t he early  ninet ies were 

enough t o m ake t he t hen wor ld leaders say Ô__________Õ. These words seem  

to be hollow. The slaughter of hundreds of t housands of innocent  lives is w it h 

us again. Why are world leaders not  act ing? 

"Tim e is running out . The v iolence in Darfur is not  _________, it  is get t ing 

worse,"  US Secret ary  of  State Condoleezza Rice t old t he off icials at  an 

em ergency session of t he Secur it y Council.  The big quest ion is why doesnÕt  

Am erica t ake a ______________? Aft er all, it  led t he invasion of  I raq t o r id 

Saddam  Hussein of weapons t hat  did not  exist .  The US can go t o war based 

on false intelligence. Why canÕt  it  do anyt hing now in Darfur? This t im e it  is 

clear t o see t he t rut h Ð TV pict ures show _____________every day. Are 

Afr ican lives less valuable t han Western lives?  

Newspapers are always report ing t he Afr ican ________________ are t oo few 

in num ber and t oo poorly equipped to deal wit h t he rebel forces in Darfur.  

What  is needed t o reverse t his ____________________? There are current ly  

7,200 ___________ t roops t o help protect  an area t he size of France Ð 

clearly not  enough. 

Meanwhile, SudanÕs President  ____________ this week t hat  U.N. t roops 

were not  welcom e in his count ry under any circum stances. How can any  

governm ent  allow such w ide scale _______________ happen on it s soil? 

Why is it  t hat  leaders such as Bashir refuse t o st op genocide? More t han 

200,000 people have been killed in t he t hree-year conf lict  in Darfur and 

about  2.5 m illion have been displaced. Will this be t he _________________ 

in Afr ica? 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEAR CH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôh u m an i t ar ian Õ and Ôr eb elÕ. 

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . STUDENT ÒDARFURÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  the crisis in Darfur. 

• Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

• Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

• Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• horrors 

• iraq 

• western 

• soil 

• displaced 

• t ruth 

• hollow 

• false 

• newspapers 

• Sudan 

• Am erica 

• worse 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did t he headline want  t o m ake you read t he art icle? 

b.  Have you ever helped raise m oney for poor  nat ions? 

c.  Why does t he world talk as m ore die in Darfur? 

d.  Why is it  t hat  t he int ernat ional com m unity does so lit t le when t here is 

genocide in Afr ica?  

e.  Why are world leaders not  act ing? 

f.  The big quest ion is why doesnÕt  Am erica take a greater lead?  

g.  Why canÕt  it  do anyt hing now in Darfur?  

h.  How would you feel if you were a refugee in Dar fur? 

i.  Should t he United Nat ions do m ore t o assist ? 

j .  Did you like t his discussion? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a Did you like reading t his art icle?  

b Are Afr ican lives less valuable t han Western lives?  

c What  is needed t o reverse t his hum anit ar ian catast rophe?  

d How can any governm ent  allow such wide scale m assacre t o happen 
on it s soil?  

e Why is it  t hat  leaders such as Bashir refuse to st op genocide?  

f Will t his be t he last  genocide in Afr ica? 

g Did you like reading t his art icle? 

h What  do you t hink about  what  you read? 

i Would you raise m oney for t he people of  Darfur? 

j  Do you t hink Bob Geldof should step in to help?   
 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 

b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 

c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 

d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 

e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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 HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
Darfur and the different  opinions people have of it . Talk about  what 
you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . DARFUR ARTI CLE:  You have j ust  returned from  the region. 
Write a newspaper art icle about  the current  situat ion. Discuss what the 
United Nat ions and African Union is doing there. Include your personal 
thoughts. Show your art icle to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Talk 
about  which art icles you liked best  and why. 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Kofi Annan, head of the United Nat ions. 
Tell him  what  you think he should be doing to help. Give him  som e 
advice. Ask him  three quest ions. Read your let ter to your classm ates 
in the next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which 
let ter did you like best  and why?  
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. F e. T f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. genocide mu rder 

b. catast rophe disaster 

c. t roops soldiers 

d. ma ssacre killing 

e. r id rem ove 

f. hollow emp ty 

g. intelligence inform at ion 

h. violence fight ing 

i. innocent  not  guilt y 

j . false not  real 

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. SudanÕs President   said this week 

b. Why doesnÕt  Ame r ica take a greater lead? 

c. Are Afr ican lives  less valuable 

d. The violence in Darfur   is not  subsiding 

e. Afr ican Union peacekeepers are t oo few 

f. The internat ional comm unit y  does so lit t le 

g. These words seem to be hollow 

h. TV pict ures show dy ing people 

i. The US can go to war  based on false intelligence 

j . Why are world leaders not  act ing 

GAP FI LL:  

W h y  d oes t h e w o r ld  t a lk  as m o r e d i e in  Dar fu r ? 

Why is it th at th e inte rnati onal co m m u n i t y  does so littl e when th ere is genocide in Afr ica? The lessons of  
th e horrors in Rwa nda in th e early  nineti es we re enough to  make th e th en wo rld leaders say Ônever againÕ.  
These wo rds seem to  be hollow. The s lau g h t e r  of hundreds of th ousands of in n o cen t  lives is wi th  us 
again. Why are wo rld leaders not acti ng? 
"Time is running out. The v io l en ce in Darfur is not  subsiding, it is getti ng wo rse, "  US Secreta ry of Sta te  
Condoleezza Rice to ld th e off icials at an em e r g en cy  session of th e Security  Council. The big questi on is 
wh y doesnÕt America ta ke a greate r lead? Afte r all, it led th e invasion of I raq to  r id Saddam Hussein of 
we apons th at  did not  ex ist.  The US can go to  wa r  based on false in t e l l ig en ce. Why canÕt it do anyth ing 
now in Darfur? This ti me it is clear to  see th e tr uth  Ð TV pictu res show d y in g  people every day. Are 
Afr ican lives less valuable th an Weste rn lives?  
Newspapers are alwa ys reporti ng th e Afr ican Union p e ace k eep er s are to o few in number and to o poorly  
equipped to  deal wi th  th e rebel forces in Darfur . What is needed to  reverse th is h u m an i t ar ian  
cata str ophe? There are currentl y  7,200 Afr ican Union tr oops to  help p r o t ect  an area th e size of France Ð 
clearly  not enough. 
Meanwh ile, SudanÕs President Bashir said th is we ek th at U.N. tr oops we re not w el co m e in his countr y  
under any ci r cu m st an ces. How can any government allow such wi de scale m assa cr e  to  happen on its  
soil? Why is it th at leaders such as Bashir refuse to  sto p genocide? More th an 200 ,000 people have been 
k illed in th e th ree-year co n f l ict  in Darfur and about 2.5 m illion have been displaced. Will th is be th e last  
g en o cid e in Afr ica? 


