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THE ARTI CLE 

Br i t a in t o  p ar d o n 3 0 6  W W I  v et er an s 

Britain's governm ent is to pardon all of the 306 Brit ish soldiers it s arm y 

executed for cowardice during World War I . The m en were sentenced 

to death for comm it t ing m ilitary offences during the Great War. 

BritainÕs Secretary of Defence Des Browne said:  ÒI  believe a group 

pardon, approved by parliam ent , is the best  way to deal with this.Ó The 

governm ent decided to exonerate the war veterans posthum ously 

ninety years after they were condem ned to death. Mr. Browne added:  

"Although this is a historical m atter, I  am  conscious of how the families 

of these m en feel today. They have had to endure a st igm a for 

decades.Ó The decision was largely due to cam paigning efforts m ade by 

the family of Harry Farr, who was shot  at  dawn aged 25 in 1916 for 

disobeying orders to return to the t renches. FarrÕs fam ily bat t led for 14 

years to clear his name.  

Harry Farr will be the first  Brit ish soldier to have his nam e cleared. He 

was found guilt y of Òm isbehaving before the enemy in such a m anner 

as to show cowardiceÓ. I t  took just  20 m inutes for a court  m art ial to 

send the young soldier to the fir ing squad. I t  seem s the judges ignored 

a lot  of m it igat ing factors, including medical records, that  showed Farr 

was unfit  to f ight . He had witnessed two years of carnage in som e of 

the biggest  cam paigns of the War. He fought  in one bat t le in which 

20,000 of his com rades perished on the first  day of fight ing. He was 

adm it ted to hospital for f ive m onths with severe shell- shock. His nurses 

reported him to be so t raum at ized he could not  hold a pen steadily 

enough to write. When ordered to return to the front  line, he replied:  ÒI  

just  canÕt  go on.Ó He reputedly refused a blindfold at  his execut ion so 

his com pat riots would have to look him in the eye as they shot  him . 



Britain to pardon 306 WWI  veterans – 17 August, 2006 (harder) 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
3 

W ARM- UPS 

1 . W ORLD W AR I :  Walk around the class and f ind out  as m uch inform at ion as 
you can about  World War I .  When you have f inished,  find a new partner  and share what  
you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

British government / soldiers / cowardice / pardons / veterans / stigma / orders / 
misbehaving / enemies / firing squads / carnage / battles / trauma / blindfolds 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . COW ARDI CE:  With your part ner( s) ,  talk about  these exam ples and whether  
you believe they are exam ples of cowardice.  Rank them  according t o the m ost  cowardly  
(10 =  a big coward,  1 =  not  a coward at  all) .  

_____  A m an not  fight ing for  his count ry 

_____  A m an not  st icking up for  h is girlfr iend who is being teased by his fr iends 

_____  A wom an not  st ick ing up for  her  boyfriend who is being t eased by her friends 

_____  Som eone who does not  have enough confidence to ask som eone else for a date 

_____  Som eone who is afraid of going t o the dent ist  

_____  Som eone who is afraid of his /  her boss 

4 . AR MY  LI FE:  Im agine you are a soldier.  Talk  about  your  life wit h the other  
ÒsoldiersÓ in the class.  Change part ners oft en and t ell each other what  you heard.  

5 . TW O- MI NUTE DEBAT ES:  Face each other  in pairs and engage in these 
fun 2-m inute debates.  Students A take t he f irst  argum ent ,  student s B the second.  
Change part ners oft en. 

a.  Cowardice during war should be punishable by death. vs.  No way. 
b.  All sold iers are heroes.  vs.  Not  all sold iers are heroes. 
c.  Military  service should be com pulsory.  vs. Military serv ice should be voluntary. 
d.  All arm ies should be disbanded.  vs. Arm ies are essent ial.  
e.  The Brit ish Arm y is the best  in t he wor ld.  vs.  The Brit ish Arm y is not  good. 
f.  The arm y is a great  profession.  vs.  The arm y is a very dangerous j ob. 
g.  One day t hereÕll be no need for soldiers. vs.  Soldiers w ill always be needed. 
h.  Wom en should f ight  on the front  line.  vs.  Wom en should never f ight  in wars. 

6 . COW ARDI CE:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate with cowardice. Share your words w ith your part ner( s)  and talk about  t hem . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Br itain execut ed 306 of it s soldiers for cowardice dur ing WWI . T /  F 

b. The war veterans are being exonerat ed posthum ously . T /  F 

c. Fam ilies of t he executed were not  st igm at ized by t he soldiersÕ deat hs. T /  F 

d. The pardon was largely due t o f resh ev idence com ing t o light . T /  F 

e. Soldiers were executed only aft er lengt hy and t horough t r ials. T /  F 

f.  I n one bat t le, 20,000 Brit ish soldiers died in one day. T /  F 

g. Soldiers were ordered t o f ight  despit e being shell- shocked. T /  F 

h. A soldier asked t o be blindfolded so he couldnÕt  see his com pat r iots. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. pardon by all accounts 

b. exonerate sham e 

c. conscious fashion 

d. st igm a acquit  

e. t renches died 

f.  m anner fellow cit izens 

g. m it igat ing forgive 

h. perished front  line 

i.  reputedly extenuat ing 

j .  com pat riot s aware 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. executed  veterans posthum ously 

b. approved  factors 

c. exonerate the war  dawn 

d. endure a  for cowardice 

e. shot  at   squad 

f. have his nam e  by parliam ent  

g. cour t   him  in the eye 

h. fir ing  cleared 

i.  m it igat ing  st igm a 

j .  look  m art ial 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Br i t a in  t o  p ar d on  3 0 6  W W I  v et er an s 

Britain's governm ent  is to pardon all of t he 306 Brit ish soldiers it s 

arm y ________ for cowardice during World War I .  The m en were 

________ t o death for com m it t ing m ilitary offences during t he 

Great  War. BritainÕs Secretary of Defence Des Browne said:  ÒI  

believe a ________ pardon,  approved by par liam ent , is the best  

way to deal wit h t his.Ó The governm ent  decided t o exonerate the 

war veterans ________ ninet y years after t hey were condem ned 

to deat h. Mr. Browne added:  "Alt hough this is a hist orical m at ter,  

I  am  ________ of how t he fam ilies of these m en feel t oday. They 

have had to ________ a st igm a for decades.Ó The decision was 

largely due t o cam paigning effort s m ade by the fam ily of Harry  

Farr,  who was shot  at  dawn aged 25 in 1916 for disobeying 

orders t o ret urn to t he ________.  FarrÕs fam ily  bat t led for  14 

years t o ________ his nam e.   

  

 group 

executed 

trenches 

posthumously 

endure 

sentenced 

clear 

conscious 

Harry Farr  will be the first  Brit ish soldier  to have his nam e 

cleared.  He was ________ guilt y of Òm isbehaving before t he 

enem y in such a ________ as t o show cowardiceÓ. I t  took just  20 

m inutes for  a court  m art ial to send the young soldier  t o the fir ing 

________.  I t  seem s t he judges ignored a lot  of m it igat ing 

factors, including m edical records,  t hat  showed Farr  was 

________ t o fight .  He had wit nessed two years of carnage in  

som e of the biggest  cam paigns of the War. He fought  in one 

bat t le in which 20,000 of his com rades ________ on t he first  day 

of fight ing. He was adm it ted t o hospit al for five m ont hs wit h 

________ shell- shock. His nurses report ed him  to be so 

t raum at ized he could not  hold a pen st eadily enough t o write.  

When ordered t o return to the ________ line, he replied:  ÒI  j ust  

canÕt  go on.Ó He reputedly refused a ________ at  his execut ion 

so his com pat riots would have t o look him  in t he eye as t hey shot  

him . 

 

 blindfold 

squad 

perished 

manner 

front 

found 

severe 

unfit 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Br i t a in  t o  p ar d on  3 0 6  W W I  v et er an s 

Br itain's governm ent  is t o pardon all of  the 306 Br it ish soldiers it s arm y 

_______________________ dur ing Wor ld War I . The m en were sentenced t o 

deat h for com m it t ing m ilit ary offences dur ing the Great  War. BritainÕs Secretary  

of Defence Des Browne said:  ÒI  believe a group pardon, 

_______________________, is t he best  way t o deal w it h t his.Ó The governm ent  

decided to exonerate t he war _______________________ ninety years aft er  

they were condem ned t o deat h. Mr. Browne added:  "Alt hough t his is a hist or ical 

m at t er , I  am  conscious of how t he fam ilies of t hese m en feel t oday. They have 

had t o _______________________ for decades.Ó The decision was largely due 

to cam paigning effort s m ade by t he fam ily  of Harry  Farr,  who was shot  at  dawn 

aged 25 in 1916 for _______________________ t o ret urn t o t he t renches. 

FarrÕs fam ily bat t led for 14 years t o clear his nam e.  

Harry  Farr will be t he f irst  Br it ish soldier  t o have _______________________. 

He was found guilt y of Òm isbehav ing before t he enem y in such a m anner as to 

show cowardiceÓ. I t  t ook j ust  20 m inutes for a _______________________  

send t he young soldier t o t he f ir ing squad. I t  seem s t he j udges ignored a lot  of  

_______________________, including m edical records,  t hat  showed Farr  was 

unf it  t o f ight .  He had wit nessed two _______________________ in som e of t he 

biggest  cam paigns of t he War. He fought  in one bat t le in which 20,000 of his 

com rades per ished on t he f irst  day of fight ing. He was adm it ted to hospit al for  

five m ont hs w it h _______________________. His nurses reported him  t o be so 

t raum at ized he could not  hold a pen st eadily enough t o writ e.  When ordered t o 

ret urn t o t he front  line, he replied:  ÒI  j ust  canÕt  go on.Ó He 

_______________________ a blindfold at  his execut ion so his com pat riot s 

would have to look him  in t he eye as t hey shot  him . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôsen t en ceÕ and Ôd eat h Õ. 

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒBRI TI SH ARMY Ó SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, 
write down quest ions about  the Brit ish Arm y. 

• Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
• Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
• Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• cowardice 

• group 

• exonerate 

• conscious 

• efforts 

• bat t led 

• nam e 

• squad 

• unfit  

• com rades 

• pen 

• eye 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did t he headline m ake you want  t o read t he art icle? 
b.  What  do you t hink about  t he Brit ish governm ent  pardoning it s soldiers? 
c.  What  do you know about  World War I ? 
d.  Why do you t hink t he soldiers are being pardoned now? 
e.  Are t here any soldiers in your fam ily or fam ily hist ory? 
f.  Would you ever consider (or have you ever considered)  becom ing a 

soldier? 
g.  Would you want  your children t o j oin your  count ryÕs arm y? 
h.  What  do you t hink it  is like t o go t o bat t le? 
i.  Do you t hink cowardice dur ing wart im e should be a cr im e punishable by 

deat h? 
j .  How do you t hink Harry  FarrÕs fam ily feel about  t he pardon? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading t his art icle? 
b.  What  do you t hink about  what  you read? 
c.  Do you t hink Harry Farr  should get  a m edal for  spending t wo years 

fight ing in som e of t he bloodiest  bat t les of World War I ? 
d.  Do you t hink Harry FarrÕs fam ily should receive com pensat ion from  t he 

Br it ish governm ent  for t he st igm a t hey have had to endure? 
e.  Would you fight  as a soldier if you t hought  your  governm ent  went  t o war 

for  t he wrong reasons? 
f.  What  do you t hink of Harry FarrÕs refusal t o wear a blindfold at  his 

execut ion? 
g.  How concerned are you about  t he reputat ion of your fam ily nam e ? 
h.  What  quest ions would you like t o ask Harry Farr? 
i.  What  do you t hink his answers would be? 
j .  Did you like t his discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ARM Y PU NI SH MENTS:  Wit h your part ner( s) , decide on t he punishm ent s for  
the following crim es or wrongs a soldier m ight  com m it .  
 

Crim e /  Wrong Punishm ent  

Cowardice  

Desert ion  

Telling t he enem y of 
st rategies and plans 

 

Refusing orders t o shoot  
an enem y soldier 

 

Bully ing ot her soldiers  

Going AWOL (absent  
wit hout  leave)  for a week 

 

Hit t ing a senior off icer  

Killing a pr isoner of war  

Ot her 

___________________ 

 

Change part ners and exchange your  ideas. Decide on who has t he m ost  sensible 
punishm ent s.   
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
this news story. Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . A SOLDI ERÕS LI FE:  Write an art icle about  life as a soldier. Show 
your art icle to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Talk about which 
art icles you liked best  and why. 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the soldier Harry Farr. Tell him  what  you 
think of his being pardoned. Tell him  what  you think of war. Ask him 
three quest ions. Read your let ter to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which let ter did you like best  
and why?  
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. T c. F d. F e. F f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. pardon forgive 

b. exonerate acquit  

c. conscious aware 

d. st igm a sham e  

e. t renches front  line 

f. m anner fashion  

g. mi t igat ing extenuat ing  

h. per ished died  

i. reput edly by all accounts  

j . comp at r iot s fellow cit izens  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. executed  for  cowardice 

b. approved  by par liam ent   

c. exonerate t he war   veterans post hum ously   

d. endure a  st igm a  

e. shot  at   dawn  

f. have his nam e  cleared  

g. court   ma rt ial 

h. fir ing  squad  

i. mi t igat ing  fact ors  

j . look  him  in the eye  

GAP FI LL:  

Br i t a in  t o  p a r d o n  3 0 6  W W I  v et e r an s 

Brita in's government is to  pardon all of th e 306 Briti sh soldiers its  army ex e cu t ed  for cowa rdice during World 
War I . The men we re sen t en ce d  to  death  for commit ti ng m ilita ry offences during th e Great War.  Brita inÕs 
Secreta ry of Defence Des Brown e said:  ÒI  believe a g r o u p  pardon, approved by parliament, is th e best wa y to 
deal wi th  th is.Ó The government decided to  exonerate  th e war vete rans p o st h u m o u sly  ninety  years afte r th ey  
we re condemned to  death . Mr. Brown e added:  "Alth ough this is a histo rical matte r, I  am  co n scio u s of how 
th e fam ilies of th ese men feel to day. They have had to  en du r e a sti gma for decades.Ó The decision wa s largely  
due to  campaigning efforts  made by th e fam ily  of Harry Farr, wh o wa s shot at dawn  aged 25 in 1916 for 
disobeying orders to  retu rn to  th e t r en ch es. Far rÕs fam ily  battl ed for 14 years to  clea r  his name.  

Harry Farr wi ll be th e f ir st Briti sh soldier t o have his name cleared. He wa s f o u n d  guilty  of Òmisbehaving 
before th e enemy in such a m an n er  as to  show cowa rdiceÓ.  I t to ok just 20 m inute s for  a court marti al to  send 
th e young soldier to  th e f ir ing sq u ad . I t seems t he judges ignored a lot of m iti gati ng facto rs, including medical 
records, th at showe d Far r wa s u n f i t  to  f ight. He had wi tn essed two  years of carnage in some of th e biggest 
campaigns of th e War. He fought in one battl e in wh ich 20 ,000 of his comrades p er ish ed  on th e f irst day of 
f ighti ng. He wa s adm itte d to  hospita l for f ive month s wi th  sever e shell- shock. His nurses reporte d him  to  be 
so tr aumati zed he could not hold a pen ste adily  enough to  wr ite . When ordered to  retu rn to  th e f r o n t  l ine, he 
replied:  ÒI  just canÕt go on.Ó He repute dly refused a b l in d f o ld  at his executi on so his compatr iot s wo uld have 
to  look him  in th e eye as th ey shot him .  


