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THE ARTI CLE 

Rus sia i ssue s 5 ,0 0 0 - r o ub le  no t e 

Russia put  a 5,000- rouble banknote back into it s m oney supply on July 

31st . The new note was int roduced because Russian people are 

becom ing richer. RussiaÕs Cent ral Bank said that  the bill was not  to 

stop inflat ion. The last  t ime Russia had a 5,000- rouble note was in 

1998 -  the year the rouble crashed. At  that  t im e, high inflat ion brought 

great  t rouble to the economy. The governm ent said it  was necessary to 

have high value notes because of the Ògrowth of average incom es in 

the count ry" . The Russian rouble is current ly very st rong because of 

RussiaÕs status as an energy superpower. I t  is the worldÕs second 

largest  oil producer. Russia now has so m uch m oney that  it  agreed to 

repay all of the Soviet -era debt  of £12.5bn it  owed to other count ries. 

The Siberian News Agency reports RussiaÕs governm ent  has t r ied hard 

to protect  the new note from  being copied. The noteÕs design includes 

m any special, high- tech features that  allow banks and stores to check 

if a banknote is real and not  fake. The bill has hidden rainbow st r ipes, 

which look gray from a different  angle. Holding up the banknote to the 

light , one can see the num ber 5,000 form ed by lots of sm all holes. The 

Cent ral Bank has launched a com pet it ion to f ind a "catchy" sym bol for 

it s currency. Opinion polls suggest  Russians like the Lat in let ter "R" 

with two lines running through the center. The new note gives Russia a 

currency to m atch it s superpower status. Other big-m oney bills include 

the USÕs 100 dollars, the 500 euros and the UAEÕs 1,000 dirham s. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . MY  CURRENCY:  With your part ner(s) ,  talk and tell each other  about  the 
currency of your count ry.   When you have fin ished,  f ind a new partner  and report  on 
what  you talked about . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

Banknote /  m oney /  becom ing richer  /  inf lat ion /  incom es /  energy /  superpowers /  
design /  banks /  rainbows /  st ripes /  sym bols /  5,000 /  opin ion polls /  Lat in  

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . W ORLD CURREN CI ES:  With your partner( s) , talk about  these currencies. 
What  th ings spr ing to m ind when you think of each currency? Change part ner( s)  and 
share what  you talked about . 

• US dollar 
• Euro 
• Br it ish pound 
• Japanese yen 

• Chinese yuan 
• I ndian rupee 
• Russian rouble 
• Other  ____________ 

4 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe cash is no good and credit  cards or e-
m oney are bet t er. Students B believe cash is t he best  and should never be replaced by 
credit  cards or e- m oney. Debate this with your part ners.  Change partners oft en.   

5 . OPI NI ON S:  With your par tner(s) ,  t alk about  the following opinions on the 
rouble and other  currencies.  Change part ners and share your f indings. 

a. I t  is too risky t o invest  in the Russian rouble. 
b. One day t here should only  be one currency in the world. 
c.  I t  is too dangerous t o have banknotes w ith a very high value. 
d. Copying high value banknotes is now very easy.  
e.  Russians will soon be am ong the r ichest  people in t he wor ld. 
f.  The rouble will be replaced by the Euro in the future. 
g. Most  Russians w ill never get  a 5,000- rouble note. 
h.  The rouble will soon be as st rong as the US dollar. 

6 . BAN KNOTE:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w ith the work ÔbanknoteÕ.  Share your words with your  partner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The 5,000-rouble not e is t o cont rol inflat ion. T /  F 

b. I t  is t he first  t im e Russia has had such a high value banknote. T /  F 

c. RussiaÕs currency is current ly very weak. T /  F 

d. Russia recent ly agreed to pay off all of a $12.5 Sov iet -era debt . T /  F 

e. The new banknote contains no high- tech feat ures. T /  F 

f.  The bill has hidden rainbow st r ipes t hat  glow in t he dark. T /  F 

g. The bill has t he num ber 5,000 form ed by lots of sm all- diam eter  holes. T /  F 

h. A com pet it ion w ill decide on a new sym bol for t he rouble. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. banknote be equal to 

b. richer increase 

c. t rouble characterist ics 

d. grow th posit ion 

e. status wealth ier 

f.  protect  m em orable 

g. features bill 

h. launched safeguard 

i.  cat chy difficult y 

j .  m atch start ed 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. m oney  from  being copied 

b. high inf lat ion brought  great   largest  oil producer 

c. the growth of average  the center 

d. I t  is the worldÕs second  sym bol for  it s currency  

e. the Soviet - era debt  of £12.5bn  incom es 

f. t r ied hard t o protect  the new note  it s superpower status 

g. check if  a banknote is real  supply 

h. find a " cat chy"   t rouble to t he econom y 

i.  two lines running through  it  owed to other  count ries 

j .  É gives Russia a currency to m atch  and not  fake 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Ru ssia  i ssu es 5 ,0 0 0 - r o u b le  n o t e  

Russia put  a 5 ,000-rouble banknote ________ int o it s m oney  

supply on July 31st . The new note was int roduced because 

Russian people are becom ing ________. RussiaÕs Cent ral Bank  

said t hat  t he bill was not  t o st op inf lat ion. The last  t im e Russia 

had a 5,000-rouble note was in 1998 -  the year t he rouble 

________. At  t hat  ________, high inf lat ion brought  great  

t rouble t o t he econom y. The governm ent  said it  was necessary  

to have high value notes because of  t he Ò________ of  average 

incom es in t he count ry" . The Russian rouble is current ly very  

st rong because of  RussiaÕs ________ as an energy  

superpower . I t  is t he wor ldÕs second largest  oil producer .  

Russia now has so m uch m oney  t hat  it  agreed t o ________ all 

of t he Sov iet -era debt  of £12.5bn it  ________ t o ot her  

count r ies. 
  

 gr owt h 

r icher 

owed 

t im e 

repay 

back 

stat us 

crashed 

The Siberian News Agency report s RussiaÕs governm ent  has 

t r ied hard to ________ t he new not e f rom  being copied. The 

noteÕs design includes m any special, high- t ech ________ t hat  

allow banks and st ores to check if a banknote is real and not  

fake. The bill has hidden rainbow ________, which look gray  

from  a different  angle.  Holding up t he banknote t o t he 

________, one can see t he num ber  5,000 form ed by  lot s of  

sm all ________. The Cent ral Bank has launched a com pet it ion 

to find a " catchy"  ________ for it s cur rency . Opinion polls 

suggest  Russians like t he Lat in let ter "R"  wit h t wo ________ 

running t hrough t he cent er . The new note gives Russia a 

currency  t o m at ch it s superpower stat us.  Ot her  big-m oney  

bills ________ t he USÕs 100 dollars,  t he 500 euros and t he 

UAEÕs 1,000 dirham s. 

 holes 

feat ures 

include 

light  

protect  

sym bol 

st r ipes 

lines 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Ru ssia  i ssu es 5 ,0 0 0 - r o u b le  n o t e  

Russia put  a 5 ,000- rouble banknot e back  int o it s __________ on July 31st . The 

new not e was int roduced because Russian people are becom ing r icher . RussiaÕs 

Cent ral Bank said t hat  t he bill was not  t o st op __________. The last  t im e Russia 

had a 5,000-rouble not e was in 1998 -  t he year t he rouble crashed. At  t hat  

t im e, high inflat ion __________ great  t rouble t o t he econom y. The governm ent  

said it  was necessary t o have high value notes because of  t he Ògrowt h of  

__________ incom es in t he count ry" .  The Russian rouble is current ly  very  

st rong because of RussiaÕs __________ as an energy superpower. I t  is t he 

worldÕs second largest  oil producer . Russia now has so m uch m oney t hat  it  

agreed t o __________ all of t he Soviet -era debt  of £12.5bn it  owed t o ot her  

count r ies. 

The Siber ian News Agency report s RussiaÕs governm ent  has __________ t o 

protect  t he new note f rom  being copied. The not eÕs design includes m any  

special, high- tech __________ t hat  allow banks and st ores to check if  a 

banknote is real and not  __________. The bill has hidden rainbow st r ipes,  which 

look  gray  from  a different  __________. Holding up t he banknote t o t he light ,  

one can see t he num ber  5,000 __________ by lot s of sm all holes. The Cent ral 

Bank has launched a com pet it ion t o f ind a "__________ "  sym bol for it s 

cur rency . Opinion polls suggest  Russians like t he Lat in let t er  "R"  wit h two lines 

running t hrough t he center . The new note gives Russia a currency t o m atch it s 

superpower __________. Ot her big-m oney bills include t he USÕs 100 dollars, t he 

500 euros and t he UAEÕs 1,000 dirham s.  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôb an k Õ and Ôn ot eÕ. 

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒCURREN CYÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  the worldÕs currencies. 

• Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
• Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
• Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• supply 

• crashed 

• t rouble 

• average 

• energy 

• era 

• protect  

• design 

• fake 

• sym bol 

• center 

• m atch 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did the headline m ake you want  to read t he art icle? 
b.  What  do you think of Russia becom ing an econom ic superpower? 
c.  Do you think RussiaÕs new m oney  will help stop it s social problem s? 
d.  Do you think the higher  value banknote is a good idea? 
e.  Which world cur rencies do you like or dislike and why? 
f. Have you ev er  invest ed in foreign cur rencies? 
g.  What  do you think of the cur rency of your  own count ry? 
h.  Do you think ther e will be just  one curren cy in the world one day? 
i.  Do you think itÕs st range we st ill have paper  m oney in this digit al age? 
j .  What  would you buy in Moscow if you had a lot  of 5,000- rouble notes? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b.  What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c.  Would you invest  in the Russian rouble? 
d.  WhatÕs the largest  am ount  of cash youÕve ever had in your wallet  /  

purse? 
e.  What  aspect s of your culture would you like your banknot es to show? 
f. Do you think itÕs int er est ing to collect  banknotes and coins? 
g.  What  do you think Russians who lived in t he Soviet  er a would t hink of 

the new 5,000-rouble banknot e? 
h.  Do you think com put er  key boards should have m ore keys for the 

worldÕs m ost  com m on curren cies? 
i.  I f  t her e was a single world curren cy, what  do you th ink it  should be 

called? 
j .  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was the m ost  int er est ing thing you heard? 
b.  Was ther e a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was ther e som et hing you totally disagreed with? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was the m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

NATI ON AL UPGRADE:  Wit h your part ner( s) , decide on ideas on how t o 
upgrade /  im prove different  aspect s of your count ryÕs (or each ot herÕs count ry )  
cult ure. You have t o upgrade t he follow ing:  
 
 I deas 

Currency  

Flag  

Vot ing syst em   

Bank ing syst em   

Transport at ion system   

Taxat ion system   

Count ry m ot t o  

Ot her ____________  

Change part ners and exchange your  ideas. Decide which are t he best  ideas.  
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find inform at ion on RussiaÕs 
rouble. Talk about what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3 . POSTER:  Make a poster about  the currency of your count ry. Show 
your poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson.  

4 . ARTI CLE:  Write an im aginary newspaper art icle about  the day the 
new 5,000- rouble notes cam e out . Include interviews with im aginary 
Russians. What did they say about  their new banknote? Read your art icle 
to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which art icle did you like best  and 
why?  
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. banknote bill 

b. r icher wealthier 

c. t rouble difficult y  

d. growth increase  

e. status posit ion  

f. protect  safeguard  

g. feat ures character ist ics  

h. launched started  

i. catchy me m orable  

j . ma tch be equal t o  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. mo ney   supply 

b. high inf lat ion brought  great   t rouble t o t he economy  

c. the growth of  average  income s 

d. I t  is the worldÕs second  largest  oil producer  

e. the Soviet -era debt  of £12.5bn  it  owed to ot her count r ies  

f. t r ied hard to protect  t he new note  from  being copied  

g. check  if a banknote is real  and not  fake  

h. find a "c atchy"  sym bol for  it s currency  

i. two lines running t hrough  the center  

j . É gives Russia a currency t o ma tch  it s superpower status  

GAP FI LL:  

Ru ssi a i ssu es 5 ,0 0 0 - r ou b l e n o t e 

Russia put a 5,000 - rouble banknote  b ack  in to  its  money supply on July 31s t. The new note  wa s intr oduced 
because Russian people are becom ing r ich e r . RussiaÕs Cent ral Bank said th at th e bill wa s not to  sto p inflati on. 
The last  ti me Russia had a 5,0 00 - rouble note  wa s in 19 98 -  th e year th e rouble cr ash ed . At th at t i m e, high 
inflati on brought great tr ouble to  th e economy. The government said it wa s necessary to  have high value 
note s because of th e Òg r o w t h  of average incomes in th e countr y". The Russian rouble is currentl y  very str ong 
because of RussiaÕs st at u s as an energy superpowe r. I t is t he wo rldÕs second largest oil producer. Russia now 
has so much money th at it agreed to  r ep a y  all of th e Soviet -era debt of £12.5b n it o w ed  to  oth er countr ies. 

The Siberian News Agency reports  RussiaÕs government has tr ied hard to  p r o t ect  th e new note  from being 
copied. The note Õs design includes many special, high- te ch f eat u r es th at allow banks and sto res to  check if a 
banknote  is real and not fake. The bil l has hidden rainbow st r ip es, wh ich look gray from a different angle.  
Holding up th e banknote  to  th e l ig h t , one can see th e number 5,000 formed by lots  of small h o les. The 
Centr al Bank has launched a competi ti on to  f ind a "catchy" sym b o l  for its  currency. Opinion polls suggest 
Russians like th e Lati n lette r "R" wi th  two  l in es running t hrough th e cente r. The new note  gives Russia a 
currency to  mat ch it s superpowe r  sta tu s. Oth er big-money  bills in clu d e th e USÕs 100 dollars, th e 500 euros 
and th e UAEÕs 1,000 dirhams.  


