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THE ARTI CLE 

Har r y  Po t t e r  st ar  i n ne w  n ak ed  r o le  

Daniel Radcliffe, the boy actor who becam e fam ous by playing Harry 

Pot ter in four m ovies, has taken on a com pletely different  role. He will 

swap his wizard cloaks and scarves for just  his bare skin. The 17-year-

old, m ult im illionaire will appear naked in his London stage debut  in 

early 2007. He will star in the erot ic dram a Equus. HeÕll play a t roubled 

youth who blinds horses and then rides them  naked. I t  is a huge 

change of direct ion for Radcliffe. His agent  Vanessa Davies said he 

canÕt  wait  for the new challenge. She told reporters:  ÒI t  is an 

ext raordinary play, and he's very m uch looking forward to the role.Ó 

Harry Pot ter actor Richard Griff iths, who played HarryÕs uncle, will also 

star in the play as the youthÕs analyst . 

Equus was writ ten by playwright  Peter Shaffer. He also wrote Am adeus 

-  the life story of Mozart . I t  is the second t im e Equus will be in London 

theaters. The init ial perform ance was in 1973. After great  reviews in 

London, it  m oved to Broadway, where it  played 1,200 t im es. Anthony 

Hopkins, star of Silence of the Lam bs and Hannibal, helped m ake it  one 

of the m ost  successful plays in New York theater history. Equus gained 

m ore internat ional success in 1977, when Hollywood legend Richard 

Burton starred in the m ovie version. Radcliffe recent ly f inished shoot ing 

an Aust ralian film  called Decem ber Boys. I tÕs about adopt ion in the 

1960s. He finishes m aking the fifth Harry Pot ter f ilm  later this year. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . CHI LD ACT OR:  With your par tner( s) , im agine you are m ult im illionaire child 
actors. Talk about  act ing, your daily life, your friends, what  you spend your m oney on,  
et c.   When you have finished,  f ind a new partner and descr ibe what  you talked about . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

Harry  Pot t er  /  fam e /  wizards /  scarves /  bare skin /  horses /  new challenges /  p lays 
/  Mozart  /  London theaters /  Broadway /  m ovie stars /  int ernat ional success /  boys 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . EARLY SUCCESS:  With your part ner( s) ,  talk  about  what  life m ight  be like  
to be 17 and at  the top of these professions. Think of three disadvantages for each. Do 
you know of any real life exam ples? Change par tner( s)  and share your disadvantages. 

¥ Actor 
¥ Golf p layer 
¥ Chess cham pion 
¥ Business person 

¥ Singer 
¥ 100- m eter sprinter 
¥ Gam er 
¥ Chef 

4 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe Daniel Radclif fe should not  act  in the 
play Equus.  Students B believe Daniel Radclif fe is m aking a good m ove. Debate th is with 
your  par tners. Change par tners oft en.  

5 . OPI NI ON S:  With your par tner(s) ,  t alk about  the following opinions on the 
theater. Change par tners and share your findings. 

a. The theater  is only  for r ich and intelligent  people. 
b. The theater  is m uch m ore enter taining t han m ovies. 
c.  Governm ents should spend m ore m oney to help theaters. 
d. The theater  in m y count ry is an im portant  part  of the cult ure. 
e.  Theater  actors have m ore act ing skill than Hollywood actors. 
f.  The theater  can t ell st or ies t hat  m ovies cannot .  
g. You have to be very brave to get  on the stage and act . 
h.  Any Hollywood actor can also do well on t he stage. 

6 . HAR RY POTTER:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words 
you associate w ith boy w izard Harry Pot ter.  Share your words w ith your part ner( s)  and 
talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 



Harry Pot ter star in new naked role Ð 30 July, 2006 (easier )  

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
4 

BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The next  Harry  Pot ter m ovie w ill contain scenes of nudity. T /  F 

b. The act or  who plays Harry Pot ter  is a m ult im illionaire. T /  F 

c. The act or  w ill star in a play about  a boy  who r ides horses naked. T /  F 

d. Harry Pot terÕs real life uncle want s t o becom e a yout h psychologist . T /  F 

e. The Harry pot t er st ar  w ill appear in anot her  play about  Mozart . T /  F 

f.  The sam e play received wonderful rev iews in 1973. T /  F 

g. The Harry Pot ter st ar  grew up as an orphan in Aust ralia. T /  F 

h. Film ing on t he fif t h Harry Pot ter m ov ie w ill f inish lat er t his year . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. fam ous sixt ies 

b. com pletely naked 

c. bare teenager 

d. t roubled first  

e. youth film ing 

f.  playwright  totally 

g. init ial writ er 

h. gained well- known 

i.  shoot ing got  

j .  1960s disturbed 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. the boy actor  who becam e fam ous  youth 

b. has taken  where it  played 1,200 t im es 

c. HeÕll play a t roubled  forward to the role 

d. I t  is a huge  was in 1973 

e. he's very m uch looking  on a com pletely  different  role 

f.  Equus was writ t en by  an Aust ralian f ilm  

g. The in it ial per form ance  by play ing Harry  Pot t er 

h. it  m oved to Broadway,   playwright  Peter Shaffer 

i.  Equus gained m ore int ernat ional  change of d irect ion for  Radcliffe 

j .  Radclif fe recent ly  fin ished shoot ing success in 1977 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Har r y  Po t t er  st ar  i n  n ew  n ak ed  r o le  

Daniel Radcliffe, t he boy act or who becam e fam ous by  

________ Harry Pot ter in four m ov ies,  has t aken on a 

________ different  role.  He will swap his w izard cloaks and 

scarves for  ________ his bare skin.  The 17-year-old,  

m ult im illionaire will appear ________ in his London st age 

debut  in ear ly 2007. He w ill star in t he erot ic dram a Equus. 

HeÕll play a t roubled ________ who blinds horses and t hen 

r ides t hem  naked. I t  is a huge ________ of direct ion for  

Radcliffe. His agent  Vanessa Dav ies said he canÕt  wait  for t he 

new challenge. She t old report ers:  ÒI t  is an ext raordinary  play ,  

and he's very m uch look ing ________ t o t he role.Ó Harry  

Pot ter actor Richard Griff it hs, who played HarryÕs uncle, will 

also star in t he play as t he yout hÕs ________.  

  

 change 

naked 

com pletely 

analyst  

playing 

forward 

j ust  

yout h 

Equus was ________ by  playwright  Peter Shaffer . He also 

wrote Am adeus -  the life ________ of Mozart . I t  is t he second 

t im e Equus w ill be in London t heaters. The ________ 

per form ance was in 1973. After great  ________ in London, it  

m oved t o Broadway, where it  played 1,200 t im es. Ant hony  

Hopkins, st ar  of Silence of t he Lam bs and Hannibal, helped 

m ake it  one of t he ________ successful plays in New York  

theater hist ory . Equus gained m ore internat ional success in 

1977, when Hollywood legend Richard Burton star red in t he 

m ovie ________. Radcliffe recent ly  finished ________ an 

Aust ralian f ilm  called Decem ber Boys. I tÕs about  adopt ion in  

the 1960s. He f inishes m ak ing t he f ift h Harry Pot ter film  

________ t his year . 

  

 version 

rev iews 

st ory 

later 

m ost  

wr it ten 

shoot ing 

init ial 



Harry Pot ter star in new naked role Ð 30 July, 2006 (easier )  

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
6 

LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Har r y  Po t t er  st ar  i n  n ew  n ak ed  r o le  

Daniel Radcliffe, t he ____________ who becam e fam ous by play ing Harry Pot ter  

in four m ov ies, has taken on a com pletely different  role. He w ill swap his w izard 

cloaks and scarves for j ust  his ____________. The 17-year-old, m ult im illionaire 

____________ naked in his London st age debut  in ear ly 2007. He will st ar in 

the erot ic dram a Equus. HeÕll play  a t roubled yout h who blinds horses and t hen 

r ides t hem  naked. I t  is a huge change of direct ion for Radcliffe. His agent  

Vanessa Dav ies said he ____________ for t he new challenge. She t old 

reporters:  ÒI t  is an ext raordinary play , and he's very ____________ forward t o 

the role.Ó Harry Pot ter act or Richard Gr iff it hs, who played HarryÕs uncle, w ill also 

____________ t he play as t he yout hÕs analyst . 

Equus was wr it ten by playwright  Peter Shaffer. He ____________ Am adeus -  

the life st ory of Mozart . I t  is t he second t im e Equus will be in London t heaters.  

____________ per form ance was in 1973. After  great  rev iews in London, it  

m oved t o Broadway, where it  played 1,200 t im es. Ant hony Hopk ins, star of 

Silence of  t he Lam bs and Hannibal,  helped m ake it  ____________ m ost  

successful plays in New York t heater hist ory.  Equus gained m ore internat ional 

success in 1977, when Hollywood legend Richard Burt on st ar red in t he 

____________. Radcliffe recent ly finished shoot ing an Aust ralian film  called 

Decem ber Boys. I tÕs about  adopt ion in ____________. He f inishes m aking t he 

fift h Harry Pot ter film  ____________ year .  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôb ar eÕ and Ôsk in Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒHARRY POTTERÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, 
write down quest ions about  Daniel Radcliffe and the Harry Pot ter m ovies. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ boy 

¥ bare 

¥ r ides 

¥ direct ion 

¥ agent  

¥ uncle 

¥ life 

¥ init ial 

¥ 1,200 

¥ history 

¥ legend 

¥ shoot ing 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did the headline m ake you want  to read t he art icle? 
b.  What  do you think of Harry Pot ter? 
c.  Which do you t hink is best , the book, the m ovie or the play? 
d.  What  do you think of Daniel  RadcliffeÕs new role? 
e.  Would you like to change places with Daniel  Radcliffe? 
f. Would you like to go and see the play Equus? 
g.  How lucky do you think Daniel  Radcliffe is? 
h.  Are you inter ested in the theater? 
i.  What  do you think of the word Òchallen geÓ? 
j .  What  kind of life would be a change of direct ion for you? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b.  What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c.  Do you think nudit y in theater plays is wrong? 
d.  Would you prefer to be a m ov ie actor or an actor on st age? 
e.  What  do you think are the differ en ces bet ween onscreen and onstage 

act ing? 
f. What  kind of theater is there in your count ry? 
g.  What  do you think life would be like to be a m ult im illionaire at  the age 

of 17? 
h.  Do you think LondonÕs theater or New YorkÕs Broadway is best? 
i.  Do you look forward to new and challen ging roles? 
j .  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was the m ost  int er est ing thing you heard? 
b.  Was ther e a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was ther e som et hing you totally disagreed with? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was the m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

You are a playwr ight . Wit h your playwright  part ners, decide on t he st ory of a 
new play. You m ust  use t he follow ing words ( in t his order) .  Wr ite ideas for t he 
st ory  next  t o each word. Decide on a nam e for  t he play. 
 
 I deas 

Cloak  

Scarf  

Bare skin  

Mult im illionaire  

Troubled yout h  

Horses  

Uncle  

Mozart   

Broadway  

1977  

Shoot ing  

Orphans  

Change part ners and t ell each ot her your st or ies. Decide which is t he best  st ory . 
Talk  about  which act ors you t hink would be best  t o play t he part s in your plays. 

Rehearse t he plays and put  t hem  on for  t he rest  of t he class. 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the Internet  and find inform at ion on the play 
Equus and the playwright  Peter Shaffer. Talk about what  you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . POSTER:  Make a poster about Harry Pot ter Ð the books, the m ovies 
and it s internat ional success. Show your poster to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson.  

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Daniel Radcliffe. Tell him  what you think of 
his new role. Give him  advice on what he should do from  now. Ask him 
three quest ions. Read your let ter to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which let ter did you like best  
and why?  
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. T d. F e. F f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. fam ous well- known 

b. comp letely totally  

c. bare naked  

d. t roubled dist urbed  

e. youth teenager   

f. playwright  wr iter   

g. init ial first   

h. gained got   

i. shoot ing film ing  

j . 1960s sixt ies  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. the boy  actor who became  famo us  by playing Harry Pot ter 

b. has taken  on a comp letely different  role  

c. HeÕll play a t roubled  youth  

d. I t  is a huge  change of  direct ion for Radcliffe  

e. he's very m uch look ing  forward to t he role  

f. Equus was writ t en by   playwright  Peter  Shaffer  

g. The init ial per forma nce  was in 1973  

h. it  mo ved to Broadway,  where it  played 1,200 t im es  

i. Equus gained m ore internat ional  success in 1977  

j . Radcliffe recent ly f inished shoot ing an Aust ralian film  

GAP FI LL:  

Har r y  Po t t e r  st ar  i n  n ew  n ak ed  r o l e 

Daniel Radcliffe, t he boy act or who becam e fam ous by p lay i n g  Harry Pot ter in four m ovies, has 
taken on a co m p le t e l y  different  role.  He will swap his w izard cloaks and scarves for j u st  his bare 
skin.  The 17-year- old, m ult imi llionaire will appear n a k ed  in his London st age debut  in ear ly 2007. 
He will star in t he erot ic drama  Equus. HeÕll play  a t roubled y o u t h  who blinds horses and then 
r ides them naked. I t  is a huge ch a n g e of direct ion for Radcliffe. His agent  Vanessa Davies said he 
canÕt  wait  for  the new challenge. She told reporters:  ÒIt  is an ext raordinary play , and he's very  
mu ch looking f o r w a r d  to t he role.Ó Harry Pot ter  actor Richard Griffit hs, who played HarryÕs uncle,  
will also star in t he play as t he youthÕs a n a ly st .  

Equus was w r i t t e n  by  playwright  Pet er Shaffer.  He also wrote Am adeus -  t he life s t o r y  of  Mozart .  
I t  is the second t ime  Equus will be in London t heaters. The in i t i a l  performa nce was in 1973. After  
great  r ev iew s in London, it  mo ved to Broadway, where it  played 1 ,200 t ime s. Anthony Hopkins,  
star of  Silence of t he Lamb s and Hannibal, helped ma ke it  one of  the m ost  successful plays in 
New York theater history . Equus gained mo re internat ional success in 1977, when Hollywood 
legend Richard Burt on starred in the mo v ie v er sion . Radcliffe recent ly f inished sh oot i n g  an 
Aust ralian fi lm called Decemb er Boys. I tÕs about  adopt ion in the 1960s. He f inishes m aking t he 
fift h Harry Pot ter fi lm la t e r  this year . 


