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THE ARTICLE 

Kofi Annan - Israel attack kills 4 UN officials 

An I sraeli air st r ike has killed four United Nat ions m ilitary observers in 

southern Lebanon. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has created a 

diplom at ic storm  by accusing I srael of st r ik ing the UN m ilitary posit ion 

on purpose. I n an unusually intense and dam ning statem ent , he said:  

" I  am  shocked and deeply dist ressed by the apparent ly deliberate 

target ing by I sraeli Defence Forces."  He added:  ÒThe coordinated 

art illery and aerial at tack on a long established and clearly m arked UN 

postÉ occurred despite personal assurances given to m e by [ I sraeli]  

Prim e Minister Ehud Olm ert  that  UN posit ions would be spared I sraeli 

f ire."  The officials who died in the aerial bom bing were from  Canada, 

Aust ria, China and Finland. Chinese officials also responded quickly to 

the at tack and rebuked I srael for it s act ions and dem anded a swift  

explanat ion. 

The Secretary GeneralÕs accusat ion has out raged I sraeli off icials, who 

have called for an imm ediate apology for what  they view as AnnanÕs 

rash and ill- conceived words. I sraelÕs am bassador to the UN Dan 

Gillerm an reacted furiously, calling AnnanÕs com m ents Òprem ature and 

erroneousÓ. He expressed regret  for the t ragedy and sent  condolences 

to the families of those who were killed. However, he confessed he was 

Òshocked and deeply dist ressedÓ by what  he term ed as AnnanÕs Òhasty 

statem entÓ. He said the UN leader Òwent  far too far for a seasoned and 

experienced diplom at [ and]  that  his statem ent was irresponsible, 

unfortunate and deplorableÓ. He accused Annan of Òjum ping to 

conclusionsÓ and urged him  to ret ract  his statem ent . Gillerm an 

defended I sraelÕs act ions by saying AnnanÕs statem ent :  Òadds to a 

litany of UN accusat ions against  I srael which have eventually proved to 

be totally unt rue.Ó  
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WARM-UPS 

1. ON THE GROUND: With your part ner( s) , role p lay a conversat ion between 
people on the ground in the I srael/ Lebanon conflict .  Take t urns at  being two Lebanese,  
two I sraelis,  a Lebanese and I sraeli,  et c. Aft er the role play( s) , find a new partner  and 
describe what  you talked about . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

Air  st rikes /  dip lom at ic storm s /  d ist ress /  Unit ed Nat ions personnel /  Prim e 
Minist ers /  out rage /  apologies /  condolences /  hast iness /  jum ping t o conclusions 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3. UNITED NATIONS: Ask your part ner( s)  what  they know about  the 
follow ing UN organizat ions.  Share your findings w ith new partners.  (You m ay need to 
use the I nternet .)  

¥ UNI FI L -  UN's I nterim  Force in Lebanon 
¥ UNI CEF 
¥ WFP 
¥ UNU 
¥ WTO 

¥ UNESCO 
¥ FAO 
¥ UNHCR 
¥ UNAI DS 
¥ WI PO 

4. QUICK DEBATE: Students A believe a UN Secretary  General should say 
what  he/ she believes. Students B believe the UN Secretary General should be diplom at ic 
at  all t im es. Debate t his with your part ners.  Change partners often.   

5. OPINIONS: Wit h your partner( s) ,  talk  about  the follow ing opinions on Kofi 
AnnanÕs com m ents. Change par tners and share your f indings. 

a. I tÕs about  t im e a diplom at  says what  he feels Ð Kofi should be applauded. 
b. Kofi AnnanÕs com m ents were prem ature and erroneous. 
c.  There m ust  be t ruth in his words Ð he is usually  so careful in what  he says. 
d. Kofi Annan is j ust  another  polit ician who opposes everything I srael does. 
e.  Annan went  far  too far for  a seasoned and exper ienced dip lom at . 
f.  Kofi Annan should st ick to refugees and fam ines and stay out  of wars. 
g. AnnanÕs words were ir responsible,  unfor tunate and deplorable. 
h.  Kofi is sim ply  fed up w ith h is people being killed in conflict s. 

6. KOFI ANNAN: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with UN Secretary  General Kofi Annan. Share your words with your  par tner(s)  
and talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. I sraeli tanks shelled a UN post , k illing four UN off icials inside. T /  F 

b. Kofi Annan said t he at t ack on UN officials was not  accident al. T /  F 

c. The bom bed UN post  is a recent  addit ion to the Lebanese landscape. T /  F 

d. The I sraeli Prim e m inister had prom ised not  to hit  UN post s. T /  F 

e. Kofi Annan has angered I sraelÕs am bassador t o t he UN. T /  F 

f.  The am bassador said Annan had spoken t oo soon about  t he incident . T /  F 

g. The am bassador agreed Annan wasnÕt  j um ping t o conclusions. T /  F 

h. The am bassador said it  was a f irst  for t he UN to falsely  accuse I srael. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. st rike catalog 

b. dam ning intent ional 

c. deliberate experienced 

d. assurances reckless 

e. rebuked incorrect  

f.  rash at tack 

g. erroneous adm onished 

h. seasoned withdraw 

i.  ret ract  st rong 

j .  litany prom ises 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. Kofi Annan has created a diplom at ic  aerial at tack 

b. the apparent ly  condolences t o the fam ilies 

c. coordinated ar t illery  and  rebuked I srael 

d. occurred despit e personal  to conclusions 

e. responded quick ly  to the at tack and  and experienced dip lom at  

f.  AnnanÕs rash  deliberate target ing 

g. sent   UN accusat ions against  I srael 

h. far  too far  for a seasoned  storm  

i.  accused Annan of jum ping  assurances given to m e 

j .  adds to a litany of  and ill- conceived words 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Kofi Annan - Israel attack kills 4 UN officials 

An I sraeli air  st r ike has killed four  Unit ed Nat ions m ilitary 

________ in sout hern Lebanon. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 

has created a diplom at ic ________ by accusing I srael of st r iking  

the UN m ilit ary posit ion on purpose. I n an ________ intense and 

dam ning st atem ent ,  he said:  " I  am  shocked and ________ 

dist ressed by t he apparent ly deliberate t arget ing by I sraeli 

Defence Forces."  He added:  ÒThe coordinated art illery and aerial  

at tack on a ________ established and clearly m arked UN 

post É occurred despit e personal ________ given to m e by 

[ I sraeli]  Prim e Minister  Ehud Olm ert  that  UN posit ions would be 

spared I sraeli fire."  The officials who died in the ________ 

bom bing were from  Canada, Aust ria, China and Finland.  Chinese 

officials also responded quickly to t he at tack and rebuked I srael 

for it s act ions and dem anded a ________ explanat ion. 

 

 deeply 

aerial 

st orm  

assurances 

long 

observers 

swift  

unusually 

The Secret ary GeneralÕs accusat ion has ________ I sraeli officials,  

who have called for an im m ediate apology for what  t hey view as 

AnnanÕs ________ and ill- conceived words. I sraelÕs am bassador  

to t he UN Dan Gillerm an reacted furiously, calling AnnanÕs 

com m ent s Ò________ and erroneousÓ.  He expressed regret  for  

the t ragedy and sent  ________ t o t he fam ilies of t hose who were 

killed.  However, he confessed he was Òshocked and deeply  

dist ressedÓ by what  he t erm ed as AnnanÕs Òhast y st atem entÓ. He 

said t he UN leader Òwent  far t oo far  for  a ________ and 

experienced diplom at  [ and]  t hat  his statem ent  was ir responsible,  

unfort unate and ________Ó. He accused Annan of Òj um ping to 

conclusionsÓ and urged him  to ________ his statem ent .  

Gillerm an defended I sraelÕs act ions by saying AnnanÕs statem ent :  

Òadds t o a ________ of UN accusat ions against  I srael which have 

event ually proved t o be t otally  unt rue.Ó  

 ret ract  

prem at ure 

deplorable 

seasoned 

out raged 

condolences 

rash 

litany 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Kofi Annan - Israel attack kills 4 UN officials 

An I sraeli air st r ike has k illed four Unit ed Nat ions m ilitary __________ in 

sout hern Lebanon. UN Secret ary General Kofi Annan has created a diplom at ic 

st orm  by accusing I srael of st r ik ing t he UN m ilitary posit ion __________. I n an 

unusually intense and __________ st atem ent , he said:  " I  am  shocked and 

deeply  dist ressed by  t he apparent ly  __________ t arget ing by  I sraeli Defence 

Forces."  He added:  ÒThe coordinated art illery and aer ial at tack on a long 

est ablished and clear ly m arked UN postÉ occurred despit e personal __________ 

given t o m e by  [ I sraeli]  Pr im e Minister  Ehud Olm ert  t hat  UN posit ions would be 

__________ I sraeli f ire."  The officials who died in t he aer ial bom bing were from  

Canada, Aust r ia, China and Finland. Chinese officials also responded quick ly to 

the at t ack and __________ I srael for it s act ions and dem anded a swift  

explanat ion. 

The Secretary GeneralÕs accusat ion has out raged I sraeli of ficials, who have 

called for an im m ediate apology  for  what  t hey v iew as AnnanÕs __________ and 

ill-__________ words. I sraelÕs am bassador to t he UN Dan Gillerm an reacted 

furiously,  calling AnnanÕs com m ent s Òprem at ure and __________Ó. He 

expressed regret  for t he t ragedy and sent  condolences t o t he fam ilies of t hose 

who were killed. However, he confessed he was Òshocked and deeply dist ressedÓ 

by what  he t erm ed as AnnanÕs Òhasty stat em entÓ. He said t he UN leader Òwent  

_______________ a seasoned and experienced diplom at  [ and]  t hat  his 

statem ent  was ir responsible, unfort unate and __________Ó. He accused Annan 

of Òjum ping t o conclusionsÓ and urged him  to __________ his st atem ent .  

Gillerm an defended I sraelÕs act ions by saying AnnanÕs stat em ent :  Òadds to a 

_____________ UN accusat ions against  I srael which have event ually proved t o 

be t otally unt rue.Ó  
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words ‘air’ 
and ‘strike’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “KOFI ANNAN” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  Kofi Annan and the role of the UN in the I srael-
Lebanon conflict . 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ storm  

¥ purpose 

¥ deliberate 

¥ long 

¥ spared 

¥ swift  

¥ accusat ion 

¥ prem ature 

¥ sent  

¥ hasty 

¥ ret ract  

¥ litany 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did the headline m ake you want  to read t he art icle? 
b.  What  do you think of Kofi Annan? 
c.  Do you think he was wrong to say what  he did? 
d.  I f he is correct , should the I srael i gover nm ent  m ake an apology to 

him ? 
e.  I f his com m ent s wer e indeed Òprem ature and erroneousÓ, should he 

apologize to I srael? 
f. What  com pensat ion should I srael pay for the deaths of the four UN 

observer s? 
g.  Do you think the I srael i m ilit ary m ade a genuine m istake in bom bing 

the UN post? 
h.  Do you think the deaths will m ake I srael change it s tact ics in any way? 
i.  Do you think I srael can dest roy Hezbollah? 
j .  Have you ev er  m ade a hasty com m ent  that  you later wanted to 

ret ract? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b.  What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c.  Do you think it  is the UN Secret ary Gen er alÕs job to m ake com m ent s 

about  one sideÕs act ions in a war? 
d.  Do you think the UN has m ade m any false accusat ions against  I srael? 
e.  Would you serve as a UN observer  in a war zone Ð for good m oney? 
f. Do you think the four deaths will be forgot ten  as Òcollat er al dam ageÓ? 
g.  What  do you think I sraelÕs Pr im e Minister  will or should say to Kofi 

Annan after m ak ing assurances that  UN post s would not  be hit? 
h.  Do you think world opinion towards I srael  and Hezbollah is changing 

because of the curren t  conflict? 
i.  How quick are you at  jum ping to conclusions? 
j .  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was the m ost  int er est ing thing you heard? 
b.  Was ther e a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was ther e som et hing you totally disagreed with? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was the m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

ROLE PLAY: Should anyone be punished for  the deaths of the four UN observers? 
Team  up with classm ates who have been assigned the sam e role to develop your roles 
and discuss ideas and Òst rategiesÓ before the role p lay begins. I nt roduce yourself to t he 
other role p layers. 

Role A Ð I srael i Cit izen  

You live in fear in Haifa. Hezbollah shells your neighborhood every day and 
kill innocent  people. Suicide bom bers regularly br ing carnage to your cit y .  
The I srael i m ilit ary m ade a m istake. Lot s of innocent  people are killed in 
war zones. The m ost  im port ant  thing is to m ove on and dest roy Hezbollah 
so the whole reg ion will be safer . 

Role B Ð Lebanese Cit izen 

You are fed up with I srael bom bing your count ry , as it  has done over  the 
past  decades. Thousands of innocent  Lebanese die. This t im e UN 
observer s are dead. I srael doesnÕt  care about  non- I srael i life.  You think  
Am er ica should com e and protect  Lebanon from  further dest ruct ion. The 
world should t ry the I srael i m ilit ary as war cr im inals. 

Role C Ð Kofi Annan 

You tot ally st and by your com m ent s.  I t  is t im e for m ilit ar ies of any  kind to 
stop kill ing your people.  They do a very valuable job and should be 
prot ected. You want  to stop both I srael and Hezbollah to stop their  
indiscrim inate slaughter of innocent  lives.  You want  I srael to apologize for 
the deaths of your workers and adm it  responsibil it y. 

Role D Ð UN m ilitary observer 

You are am azed that  a m ilit ary wit h I sraelÕs sophist icated int el ligence can 
m ake such a m ist ake and bom b a UN post . Such m istakes should nev er  
happen today. You think an int er nat ional t r ibunal should be set  up to f ind 
out  what  went  wrong. You want  thousands of UN peacek eeper s to keep 
I srael and Hezbollah apart . 

After  t he role play,  discuss whether you really  believed what  you were saying in your 
role.   



Kofi Annan -  I srael at tack kills 4 UN officials Ð 27 July , 2006 (harder)  

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
10 

HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the Internet  and find inform at ion on the 
background to the I srael-Lebanon conflict . Talk about  what you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. POSTER: Make a poster that  includes inform at ion about the life and 
t im es of Kofi Annan. I nclude a summ ary about what k ind of UN leader he 
is and the im pact  he has m ade. Show your poster to your classm ates in 
the next  lesson.  

4. LETTER: Write a let ter to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. Tell him 
what  you think of his statem ent . Give him advice on what he should do 
from  now. Ask him three quest ions. Read your let ter to your classm ates 
in the next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. Which 
let ter did you like best  and why?  
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. st r ike at tack 

b. dam ning st rong 

c. deliberat e intent ional  

d. assurances promi ses  

e. rebuked adm onished 

f. rash reckless  

g. erroneous incorrect   

h. seasoned exper ienced  

i. ret ract  withdraw  

j . lit any catalog  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. Kofi Annan has created a diplom at ic  storm  

b. the apparent ly  deliberat e target ing 

c. coordinated art il lery and  aer ial at tack   

d. occurred despite personal  assurances given t o m e 

e. responded quickly to t he at tack and  rebuked I srael  

f. AnnanÕs rash  and il l- conceived words  

g. sent   condolences t o the fami lies  

h. far  too far for  a seasoned  and exper ienced diplom at   

i. accused Annan of j um ping  to conclusions  

j . adds to a lit any of  UN accusat ions against  I srael  

GAP FILL: 

Kofi Annan - Israel attack kills 4 UN officials 

An I sraeli air  str ike has k illed four Unite d Nati ons m ilita ry observers in south ern Lebanon. UN Secreta ry  
General Kofi Annan has create d a diplomati c storm by accusing I srael of str ik ing th e UN m ilita ry posit ion on 
purpose. I n an unusually inte nse and damning sta te ment,  he said:  " I  am  shocked and deeply dist ressed by 
th e apparentl y  deliberate  ta rgeti ng by I sraeli Defence Forces."  He added:  ÒThe coordinate d arti llery and aerial 
atta ck on a long esta blished and clearly  marked UN postÉo ccurred despite  personal assurances given to  me 
by [ I sraeli]  Prime Ministe r Ehud Olmert th at UN positi ons wo uld be spared I sraeli f ire."  The off icials wh o died in  
th e aerial bombing we re from Canada, Austr ia, China and Finland. Chinese off icials also responded quick ly  to  
th e atta ck and rebuked I srael for its  acti ons and demanded a swift explanati on. 

The Secreta ry GeneralÕs accusati on has outraged I sraeli off icials, wh o have called for an immediate  apology  
for wh at th ey v iew as AnnanÕs rash and ill- conceived wo rds. I sraelÕs ambassador to  th e UN Dan Gillerman 
reacte d furiously, calling AnnanÕs comment s Òpremature and erroneousÓ. He expressed regret for th e tr agedy 
and sent condolences to  th e fam ilies of th ose wh o we re k illed. Howe ver, he confessed he wa s Òshocked and 
deeply distr essedÓ by wh at he te rmed as AnnanÕs Òhasty  state mentÓ. He said th e UN leader Òwe nt far to o far 
for a seasoned and experienced diplomat [ and]  th at his sta te ment wa s irresponsible, unfortu nate  and 
deplorableÓ. He accused Annan of Òjumping to  conclusionsÓ and urged him  to  retract his sta te ment . 
Gillerman defended I sraelÕs acti ons by saying AnnanÕs sta te ment:  Òadds to  a litany of UN accusati ons against  
I srael wh ich have eventu ally  proved to  be to ta lly  untr ue.Ó  


