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THE ARTICLE 

Movie downloads from home coming soon 

The world of downloadable hom e entertainm ent took another step 

forward on July 19th  when a leading I nternet  provider of videos 

launched a service allowing people to access m ovies from  their 

com puters. Cinem aNow.com  announced in a press release that  users 

can Òlegally download copy-protected m ovies and other v ideo content  

and burn it  to DVD for playback in a standard DVD playerÓ. Curt  

Marvis, CEO of Cinem aNow said of the new technology:  ÒToday, our 

custom ers will experience a t rue innovat ion in hom e entertainm ent :  the 

abilit y to obtain a DVD in the comfort  of their liv ing room .Ó Mr. Marvis 

added that  since the incept ion of Cinem aNow in 1999, his m ission has 

been to be at  the cut t ing edge of digital v ideo sales. He proudly stated:  

ÒThis is a historic day for Cinem aNow as we are at  the forefront  of 

digital v ideo dist r ibut ion."  

Cinem aNow's pioneering technology is based on a relat ively new ant i-

piracy program  that  is st ill being put  through it s paces. The software 

prevents a burned DVD from  being re-burned and copied onto another 

disc. I t  was developed in collaborat ion with ACE, a Germ an com pany 

which is a leading developer of products that  enable secure, online data 

t ransfer. Mr. Marvis said his com pany already dist r ibutes v ideo from 

ABC News, Disney, MGM, Sony and Warner Bros, am ong others, and is 

now looking further afield to gain a f irm  foothold in the indust ry. 

Analysts predict  the com pany will establish a t ie-up with Apple 

Com puter and use the popular iTunes store to sell m ovies. Such a 

m ove would appeal to Apple as it  could further t ighten it s grip on the 

online, digital entertainm ent m arket . The service is current ly only 

available in the USA but  seem s likely to go global within the next  year. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. DOWNLOADS: Walk around t he class and talk to other st udent s about  
com puters and downloading.  Do they burn CDs or  DVDs? What  k ind of t hings do they 
keep in d igital form at? Share your f indings w ith new partners. 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

Downloadable / steps forward / Internet / movies / burning DVDs / technology / 
innovation / missions / piracy / software / data / Disney / iTunes / entertainment 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3. ONLINE LIFESTYLE: Ask your part ner( s)  about  what  t hey think of t hese 
online lifesty le choices.  Together,  give them  a score from  1 ( very bad idea)  t o 10 
(wonderfu l idea) .  Share your f indings w it h new part ners and just ify  your scores. 

_____ Movie downloads 

_____ Live m usic concert s online 

_____ Online English lessons 

_____ Online shopping 

_____ Online librar ies 

_____ Mail 

_____ Video conferencing 

_____ Working from  hom e 

_____ Online m arriage 

_____ Other _________________ 

4. QUICK DEBATE: Students A believe going to t he m ovies is infinitely  bet t er  
than downloading a m ovie and watching it  at  hom e.  Students B t hink t he arm chair  is 
bet ter  t han a cinem a seat .  Debate th is with your  par tners. Change par tners oft en.  

5. OPINIONS: With your part ner( s) ,  talk about  t he following opinions on 
downloading m ovies.  Change part ners and share your findings. 

a. Obesit y will increase. 
b. You j ust  canÕt  beat  watching m ovies on a large screen. 
c.  The head of t he person in front  of you at  t he cinem a wonÕt  get  in the way. 
d. Downloading a m ovie is cheaper t han going to a m ovie t heater. 
e.  I t  will encourage us to becom e recluses and stunt  our social life. 
f.  So,  so convenient . 
g. I tÕs only  good if  we can see t he very latest  m ovies. 
h.  WeÕll all becom e m ovie buffs. 
i.  Greater  choice is always good Ð download, rental, buy t he DVD or  the cinem a. 

6. DVD: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you associate with 
DVDs. Share your words w it h your par tner(s)  and talk  about  them . Together,  put  the 
words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Microsoft  has started a hom e m ovie div ision of it s operat ions. T /  F 

b. A special DVD player is needed t o wat ch t he downloaded m ovies. T /  F 

c. Cust om ers will exper ience a t rue renovat ion of t heir hom es. T /  F 

d. A CEO said in 1999 t hat  he wanted t o cut  out  digit al v ideo sales. T /  F 

e. The downloading t echnology is st ill undergoing t est ing. T /  F 

f.  The technology w ill prevent  a lot  of v ideo piracy . T /  F 

g. Apple com put er has signed a cont ract  t o sell t he m ovies online. T /  F 

h. The serv ice will be available worldwide lat er  this year . T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. leading st rengthen 

b. standard vanguard 

c. innovat ion grip 

d. incept ion regular 

e. forefront  fairly 

f.  relat ively link 

g. collaborat ion start  

h. foothold top 

i.  t ie-up alliance 

j .  t ighten breakthrough 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. took another   global within the next  year 

b. burn  new ant i-piracy program  

c. É since t he incept ion  edge ofÉ  

d. at  t he cut t ing  afield 

e. we are at  t he  st ep forward 

f.  based on a relat ively  of Cinem aNow in 1999 

g. I t  was developed in  it s grip 

h. now looking fur ther  it  to DVD 

i. furt her  t ighten  forefront  of d igital v ideo dist ribut ion 

j .  likely  t o go  collaborat ion w ithÉ  
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Movie downloads from home coming soon 

The wor ld of downloadable hom e ent ert ainm ent  t ook anot her  
step forward on July 19 th when a ________ I nt ernet  prov ider  
of v ideos launched a serv ice allowing people t o ________ 
m ovies from  t heir com put ers. Cinem aNow.com  announced in a 
press release t hat  users can Òlegally download copy-________ 
m ovies and ot her  v ideo content  and ________ it  to DVD for  
playback in a standard DVD playerÓ. Curt  Marv is, CEO of 
Cinem aNow said of t he new technology :  ÒToday , our  
cust om ers w ill exper ience a ________ innovat ion in hom e 
ent ert ainm ent :  t he abilit y  to ________ a DVD in t he com fort  
of t heir liv ing room .Ó Mr. Marv is added t hat  since t he 
________ of Cinem aNow in 1999, his m ission has been t o be 
at  t he cut t ing ________ of digit al v ideo sales. He proudly  
stated:  ÒThis is a hist oric day  for Cinem aNow as we are at  t he 
forefront  of digital v ideo dist r ibut ion."  
 

 obtain 

burn 

access 

edge 

true 

leading 

inception 

protected 

Cinem aNow's pioneering technology is based on a ________ 
new ant i- piracy program  t hat  is st ill being put  t hrough it s 
________. The soft ware prevent s a burned DVD from  being 
re-burned and copied ont o anot her disc. I t  was developed in 
________ w it h ACE, a Germ an com pany which is a leading 
developer of  product s t hat  enable secure, online ________ 
t ransfer . Mr. Marv is said his com pany already dist r ibut es v ideo 
from  ABC News, Disney , MGM, Sony and Warner Bros, am ong 
ot hers, and is now look ing furt her ________ to gain a f irm  
foot hold in t he indust ry. Analyst s predict  the com pany w ill 
________ a t ie-up wit h Apple Com puter and use t he popular  
iTunes st ore t o sell m ovies. Such a m ove would appeal t o 
Apple as it  could furt her t ighten it s ________ on t he online,  
digit al entertainm ent  m arket . The serv ice is current ly only  
available in the USA but  seem s likely t o go ________ wit hin 
the next  year. 

 global 

data 

paces 

establish 

relatively 

grip 

afield 

collaboration 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Movie downloads from home coming soon 

The __________ downloadable hom e entertainm ent  took anot her step forward 

on July 19 th when a leading I nternet  provider of v ideos launched a serv ice 

allow ing people t o __________ m ov ies from  their com put ers. Cinem aNow.com  

announced in a press release t hat  users can Òlegally download __________ 

m ovies and ot her v ideo content  and burn it  to DVD for playback in a st andard 

DVD playerÓ. Curt  Marvis, CEO of Cinem aNow said of t he new technology :  

ÒToday , our custom ers w ill exper ience a t rue innovat ion in hom e ent ert ainm ent :  

the abilit y  t o obt ain a DVD in t he __________ t heir liv ing room .Ó Mr. Marv is 

added t hat  since t he __________ of  Cinem aNow in 1999, his m ission has been 

to be at  t he __________ of digital v ideo sales. He proudly st ated:  ÒThis is a 

historic day  for Cinem aNow as we are at  t he __________ of digit al v ideo 

dist r ibut ion."  

Cinem aNow's pioneer ing technology is based on a __________ new ant i- piracy  

program  t hat  is st ill being put  t hrough it s __________. The software prevent s a 

burned DVD from  being __________ and copied onto anot her disc. I t  was 

developed in collaborat ion w it h ACE, a Germ an com pany  which is a leading 

developer of product s __________ secure,  online data t ransfer . Mr . Marv is said 

his com pany already dist r ibutes v ideo from  ABC News, Disney, MGM, Sony and 

Warner Bros, am ong ot hers, and is now look ing furt her __________ t o gain a 

firm  foot hold in t he indust ry . Analyst s predict  t he com pany will est ablish a 

__________ wit h Apple Com put er and use t he popular iTunes st ore t o sell 

m ovies. Such a m ove would appeal t o Apple as it  could furt her t ight en it s grip 

on t he online, digital enter tainm ent  m arket .  The serv ice is current ly only  

available in t he USA but  seem s likely t o __________ wit hin t he next  year . 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘home’ and ‘entertainment. 

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “DOWNLOAD” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  downloading m ovies and DVDs. 

• Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
• Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
• Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• step 

• access 

• burn 

• t rue 

• cut t ing 

• forefront  

• paces 

• secure 

• afield 

• t ie 

• appeal 

• global 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. Are you a big m ovie fan? 
c. Do you think watching a m ovie at  hom e is bet ter than watching it  

at  a m ovie theater? 
d. Will you visit  Cinem aNow.com  to get  m ovies from  your com puter? 
e. How m uch would you pay to download a new m ovie? 
f. What  are the disadvantages of not  watching a m ovie at  the cinem a? 
g. Do you download a lot  of things? 
h. Do you think we will be able to download anything we want in the 

future? 
i. Do you like the comfort  of your own living room ? 
j . Do you think being able to download m ovies will change your life in 

any way? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Would you like to be able to watch m ovies on an iPod or sim ilar 

device? 
d. Do you think the new service is really a Òt rue innovat ionÓ? 
e. Do you think the new service will really help stop video piracy? 
f. What  technology do you think will come after burning m ovies? 
g. Would you like to download other things besides m ovies? 
h. How m any videos or DVDs of m ovies do you have? 
i. Do you like to watch the sam e m ovie more than once? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

ONLINE LIFESTYLE: With your part ner( s) ,  wr it e down the advantages and 
disadvantages of the th ings in t he left  hand colum n being online:  

 Advantages Disadvantages 

Movie downloads   

Live m usic 
concert s online 

  

Online English 
lessons 

  

Online shopping   

Online librar ies   

Mail   

Video 
conferencing 

  

Working from  
hom e 

  

Online m arriage   

Other  
______________ 

  

Change par tners and share wit h each other  what  you wrote.  Decide whether  the 
advantages outweigh t he disadvantages in each case.   
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find inform at ion about v ideo 
piracy and illegal downloading of m ovies and m usic. Talk about what  you 
discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. SURVEY: Conduct  a survey of your fam ily and fr iends. Find out  their 
opinions on which is bet ter and why -  m ovie downloads or going to the 
m ovie theat re. Share what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  
lesson.  

4. HOME ENTERTAINMENT: Write an essay about  hom e 
entertainm ent of the future. Com pare the ideas you write about with 
hom e entertainm ent  now or in the past . Show your essay to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Which essay did you like best  and why? 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. F c. F d. F e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. leading top 

b. standard regular 

c. innovat ion breakt hrough  

d. incept ion start   

e. forefront  vanguard  

f. relat ively fair ly   

g. collaborat ion alliance  

h. foothold gr ip  

i. t ie-up link   

j . t ighten st rengthen  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. took  another   step forward 

b. burn  it  t o DVD 

c. É since t he incept ion  of Cinem aNow in 1999  

d. at  the cut t ing  edge ofÉ  

e. we are at  the  forefront  of digit al v ideo dist r ibut ion  

f. based on a relat ively  new ant i- piracy program   

g. I t  was developed in  collaborat ion withÉ  

h. now look ing further  afield  

i. fur ther t ighten  it s gr ip  

j . likely to go  global w ithin t he next  year  

GAP FILL: 

Movie downloads from home coming soon 

The wo rld of down loadable home ente rta inment to ok anoth er ste p forwa rd on July 19 th wh en a leading 
I nte rnet provider of v ideos launched a serv ice allowi ng people to  access movies from th eir compute rs.  
CinemaNow. com announced in a press release th at users can Òlegally  down load copy-protected movies and 
oth er v ideo conte nt and burn i t to  DVD for playback in a sta ndard DVD playerÓ. Curt  Marv is, CEO of  
CinemaNow said of th e new te chnology:  ÒToday, our cust omers wi l l experience a true innovati on in home 
ente rta inment:  th e ability  to  obtain a DVD in th e comfort of th eir liv ing room.Ó Mr. Marv is added th at since 
th e inception of CinemaNow in  1999,  his m ission has been to  be at th e cutt ing edge of digita l v ideo sales. He 
proudly sta te d:  ÒThis is a histo ric day for CinemaNow as we  are at th e forefront of digita l v ideo distr ibuti on."  

CinemaNow' s pioneering te chnology is based on a relatively new anti -piracy program th at is sti ll being put  
th rough its  paces. The softwa re prevents  a burned DVD from being re-burned and copied onto  anoth er disc.  I t  
wa s developed in collaboration wi th  ACE, a German com pany wh ich is a leading developer of products  th at 
enable secure, online data tr ansfer. Mr. Marv is said his company already distr ibute s v ideo from ABC News, 
Disney, MGM, Sony and Warner Bros, among oth ers, and is now looking furth er afield to  gain a f irm  footh old 
in th e indust ry. Analysts  predict th e company wi l l establish a ti e-up wi th  Apple Compute r and use th e popular  
iTunes sto re to  sell movies. Such a move wo uld appeal to  Apple as it could furth er ti ghte n its  grip on th e 
online, digita l ente rta inment market. The serv ice is currentl y  only available in th e USA but seems likely  to  go 
global wi th in th e next year. 


