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THE ARTI CLE 

Th ou sand s escap in g  f r om  Leb an on  

The current  crisis enveloping the Middle East  has resulted in the 

evacuat ion of thousands of bedraggled and bewildered cit izens from  

Am erica and European and Arab nat ions. Many of the evacuees flew 

from  Lebanon, which is under cont inued I sraeli bom bardm ent , into 

nearby Cyprus. Britain has dispatched an aircraft  carrier and another 

warship to take it s cit izens to safer shores if it  is deemed necessary. 

Other count ries have com m andeered m ilitary t ransport  planes to air lif t  

their st randed com pat riots to safety. U.S. m ilitary helicopters have 

already relocated 21 non-essent ial diplom at ic staff from  it s fort if ied 

em bassy in a Beirut  suburb and are on standby to com e to the aid of 

thousands of Am ericans residing in Lebanon. Many of those fleeing 

have been less fortunate and have had to m ake the overland t rek to 

neighboring Syria, especially since I srael has blockaded LebanonÕs 

ports. 

The t it - for- tat  at tacks by I srael and Lebanon-based Hezbollah guerillas 

are escalat ing events into a m ajor crisis. Such is the gravity of the 

situat ion that  it  has dom inated the agenda of G8 leaders m eet ing in St . 

Petersburg, Russia. The opinions of the at tending leaders are m arkedly 

div ided. U.S. President  George W. Bush and the U.K. Prim e Minister 

Tony Blair were united in blaming I ran and Syria for the violence. Mr. 

Bush said I srael had every r ight  to defend it self from  m issile at tacks 

originat ing inside Lebanon. However, France, I taly and Russia have 

urged a ceasefire and called upon I srael to use Òm oderat ionÓ in it s 

m ilitary reprisals. The European Union has called I srael's use of force 

Òdisproport ionateÓ and condem ned the killing of 114 Lebanese civilians. 

Eight  I sraelis were k illed on Sunday and at  least  20 injured when 

Hezbollah rockets st ruck the northern cit y of Haifa. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . FLEEI NG:  Im agine you are fleeing your count ry  and are now an evacuee.  Walk 
around t he class and talk  t o as m any other  ÔevacueesÕ as you can.  Find out  about  t heir  
dif ferent  situat ions and what  they t hink of the future. Share your findings w ith new 
part ners. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

Crises /  Middle East  /  airport s /  I srael /  warships /  helicopters /  em bassies /  suburbs 
/  guer illas /  G8 /  v iolence /  m issiles /  ceasefires /  use of force /  civilians  

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . PLAY ERS:  What  do you know about  the players ( or  alleged players)  in t he 
current  Middle East  cr isis? Conduct  a survey of your class m em bers to find out  about  the 
players below. Share your findings with new partners 

I srael 

Lebanon 

Hezbollah 

Syria 

Ham as 

I ran 

USA 

Other ____________________ 

4 . EVACU AT I ON :  Writ e down ( or  brainstorm )  t hree it em s you would take w ith 
you if you were evacuated.  Talk  about  them  w it h your par tner(s) .  Did you all choose the 
sam e th ings? 

5 . OPI NI ON S:  With your par tner(s) ,  t alk about  the following opinions on the 
current  Middle East  crisis.  Change part ners and share your findings. 

a.  The current  crisis is a st orm  in a t eacup and will soon blow over. 
b.  I srael has every right  to defend it self using m axim um  force. 
c.  There w ill never be peace in t he region. 
d.  I srael should give the West  Bank to Palest ine.  Only  then will peace prevail.  
e.  The UN should exert  m axim um  influence t o bring about  peace once and for all.  
f.  The region m ay see the use of nuclear  weapons.  
g.  Progress can only  be m ade in t he region when George W. Bush leaves office. 
h.  I t  is unfair  for  Lebanon to have to suffer in t he current  crisis. 

6 . CRI SI S:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you associate 
with t he word cr isis.  Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk  about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Thousands of people are being evacuated from  Lebanon t o Am er ica. T /  F 

b. Br itain has sent  warships t o evacuate it s cit izens if necessary. T /  F 

c. All staff at  t he US Em bassy in Beirut  have left . T /  F 

d. The USA is in cont rol of LebanonÕs port s. T /  F 

e. Tit - for - t at  at t acks by I srael and Hezbollah are worsening t he cr isis. T /  F 

f.  G8 leader m eet ing in Russia m ade a unif ied st atem ent  on t he crisis. T /  F 

g. George W. Bush and Tony Blair blam ed I ran and Syr ia for t he cr isis. T /  F 

h. The European Union has said I sraelÕs use of  force is warranted. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. enveloping uneven 

b. bewildered denied access to 

c. bom bardm ent  rest raint  

d. com pat riot s confused 

e. blockaded not iceably 

f.  t it - for- tat  fellow cit izens 

g. m arkedly engulfing 

h. m oderat ion retaliat ion 

i.  repr isals an eye for an eye, a tooth for  a tooth 

j .  disproport ionate at tack 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. The current  crisis enveloping  an aircraft  carrier 

b. under cont inued  in it s m ilitary  repr isals 

c. Br itain has dispat ched  com pat riot s to safet y 

d. air lift  t heir st randed  into a m ajor crisis 

e. m ake the over land t rek  the Middle East  

f.  t it - for- tat   divided 

g. escalat ing events  at tacks 

h. m arkedly to neighbor ing Syria 

i.  use Òm oderat ionÓ  of force Òdisproport ionateÓ 

j . The EU has called I srael's use  I sraeli bom bardm ent  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Th ou san d s escap in g  f r om  Leb an on  

The current  cr isis ________ t he Middle East  has resulted in 
the evacuat ion of t housands of bedraggled and bewildered 
cit izens from  Am er ica and European and Arab nat ions. Many  
of t he ________ f lew from  Lebanon, which is under  cont inued 
I sraeli bom bardm ent , int o nearby Cyprus. Britain has 
________ an aircraft  carr ier and anot her warship t o take it s 
cit izens t o safer shores if it  is ________ necessary . Ot her  
count r ies have com m andeered m ilit ary t ransport  planes to 
air lift  t heir st randed ________ t o safety. U.S. m ilit ary  
helicopters have already relocated 21 non-essent ial 
diplom at ic st aff from  it s ________ em bassy in a Beirut  
suburb and are on st andby t o com e to t he aid of  t housands of  
Am ericans residing in Lebanon. Many of t hose fleeing have 
been less fort unat e and have had t o m ake t he ________ t rek  
to neighbor ing Syria, especially since I srael has blockaded 
LebanonÕs ________. 

 com pat riot s 

evacuees 

port s 

deem ed 

over land 

enveloping 

fort if ied 

dispat ched 

The ________ at tacks by I srael and Lebanon-based 
Hezbollah guerillas are escalat ing events int o a m ajor  cr isis.  
Such is t he ________ of  t he sit uat ion t hat  it  has dom inated 
the agenda of  G8 leaders m eet ing in St . Petersburg,  Russia.  
The opinions of t he at tending leaders are ________ div ided. 
U.S. President  George W. Bush and t he U.K. Prim e Minister  
Tony  Blair  were unit ed in ________ I ran and Syr ia for  t he 
v iolence. Mr . Bush said I srael had every r ight  t o defend it self  
from  m issile at tacks or iginat ing inside Lebanon. However,  
France, I taly and Russia have ________ a ceasef ire and 
called upon I srael t o use Òm oderat ionÓ in it s m ilitary  
________. The European Union has called I srael's use of  
force Ò________Ó and condem ned t he k illing of 114 Lebanese 
civ ilians.  Eight  I sraelis were k illed on Sunday and at  least  20 
inj ured when Hezbollah rocket s ________ the nort hern cit y  
of Haifa. 

 urged 

m arkedly 

disproport ionate 

grav it y 

repr isals 

st ruck 

t it - for- tat  

blam ing 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Th ou san d s escap in g  f r om  Leb an on  

The current  crisis __________ t he Middle East  has resulted in t he evacuat ion of  

thousands of bedraggled and __________ cit izens from  Am erica and European 

and Arab nat ions. Many of  t he evacuees flew from  Lebanon, which is under  

__________ I sraeli bom bardm ent , int o nearby Cyprus. Brit ain has dispat ched 

an aircraft  carr ier and anot her warship t o t ake it s cit izens t o safer shores if it  is 

__________ necessary . Ot her count r ies have com m andeered m ilit ary t ransport  

planes t o air lift  t heir  st randed com pat r iot s to safet y.  U.S. m ilit ary helicopters 

have already relocated 21 non-essent ial diplom at ic staff  f rom  it s __________ 

em bassy in a Beirut  suburb and are on st andby  t o com e __________ of  

thousands of Am ericans residing in Lebanon. Many of t hose f leeing have been 

less fort unate and have had to m ake t he over land __________ neighbor ing 

Syr ia, especially since I srael has blockaded LebanonÕs port s. 

The __________ at t acks by  I srael and Lebanon-based Hezbollah guer illas are 

escalat ing events int o a m ajor cr isis. __________ grav ity of t he sit uat ion t hat  it  

has dom inated t he agenda of G8 leaders m eet ing in St .  Petersburg, Russia.  The 

opinions of t he at tending leaders are __________ div ided. U.S. President  

George W. Bush and t he U.K. Prim e Minist er Tony  Blair  were unit ed in blam ing 

I ran and Syria for t he v iolence. Mr . Bush said I srael had __________ t o defend 

it self  f rom  m issile at tacks originat ing inside Lebanon. However,  France, I taly and 

Russia have __________ a ceasef ire and called upon I srael t o use Òm oderat ionÓ 

in it s m ilit ary __________. The European Union has called I srael's use of force 

Òdisproport ionateÓ and __________ t he killing of 114 Lebanese civ ilians. Eight  

I sraelis were k illed on Sunday and at  least  20 inj ured when Hezbollah rockets 

st ruck  t he nort hern cit y of Haifa. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôcu r r en t Õ and Ôcr is isÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒMI DDLE EASTÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  events in I srael and Lebanon. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ bedraggled 

¥ cont inued 

¥ dispatched 

¥ st randed 

¥ residing 

¥ t rek 

¥ t it - for- tat  

¥ gravity 

¥ div ided 

¥ r ight  

¥ m oderat ion 

¥ force 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. Do you always read news from  the Middle East? 
c. What  do you think of the current  crisis? 
d. Who do you think is m ost  to blam e for the present  conflict? 
e. Do you think I sraelÕs response in killing 114 Lebanon cit izens is 

Òdisproport ionateÓ? 
f. Why do you think G8 leaders cannot  reach a consensus? 
g. I f you worked in Lebanon, would you leave or stay? 
h. How far do you think the crisis will escalate? 
i. How grave do you think the situat ion is in the Middle East? 
j . What  are the surest  steps to take that  will lead to peace between 

I srael and it s neighbors? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you think I ran and Syria are act ively involved in the conflict? 
d. What  has happened to the Road Map for peace? 
e. What  is AmericaÕs policy towards I sraeli-Arab relat ions? 
f. What  is your count ryÕs policy towards I sraeli-Arab relat ions? 
g. Do you think I srael was right  to bom b LebanonÕs only internat ional 

airport? 
h. Do you think I srael should take any m easures possible to secure 

the release of it s soldiers taken hostage? 
i. Who in the crisis would you m ost  like to quest ion and why? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

REPORT CARD:  With your part ner( s) ,  com plete the report  card for  each of t he 
players (or  alleged players)  in the current  Middle East  cr isis:  

 Pluses /  Minuses 
Grade 
(A-F)  

Pluses /  Minuses 
Grade 
(A-F)  

I srael 
    

Hezbollah 
    

Ham as 
    

Lebanon 
    

Am erica 
    

I ran 
    

Change par tners and share with each other  your  report s.  Com e to an agreem ent  on any 
differences between you.  
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the Internet  and find inform at ion about  the 
background to the present  conflict . Talk about  what  you discover with 
your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . EVACUAT ED:  I m agine you were evacuated from  your count ry. 
Write a diary/ journal ent ry for your experience. Read what you wrote to 
your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which ent ry was best  and why? 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to any of the leading players in the current  
crisis. Tell him / her what  you think of his/ her act iv it ies. Give him / her 
advice on how he/ she should m ove forward. Ask him / her three quest ions. 
Show your let ter to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Your classm ates 
will write a reply. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. T f. F g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. enveloping engulfing 

b. bewildered confused  

c. bomb ardm ent  at tack  

d. comp at r iot s fellow cit izens  

e. blockaded denied access to  

f. t it - for- tat  an eye for  an eye, a t ooth for a t oot h  

g. ma rkedly not iceably  

h. mo derat ion rest raint   

i. repr isals retaliat ion  

j . disproport ionat e uneven  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The current  cr isis enveloping  the Middle East  

b. under cont inued  I sraeli bomb ardm ent  

c. Br itain has dispatched  an air craft  carr ier   

d. air lift  t heir  st randed  comp at r iot s to safety  

e. ma ke the over land t rek   to neighbor ing Syr ia  

f. t it - for- tat   at tacks  

g. escalat ing events  int o a ma j or cr isis  

h. ma rkedly divided  

i. use Òmoderat ionÓ  in it s m ilit ary repr isals  

j . The EU has called I srael's use  of force Òdisproport ionateÓ 

GAP FI LL:  

Th ou san d s escap in g  f r o m  Leb an o n  

The current cr isis en v elo p in g  th e Middle East has resulte d in th e evacuati on of th ousands of bedraggled and 
bewi ldered citi zens from America and European and Arab nati ons. Many of th e e va cu ees f lew from Lebanon,  
wh ich is under conti nued I sraeli bombardment, int o nearby Cyprus. Brita in has d isp at ch ed  an aircraft car r ier  
and anoth er wa rship to  ta ke its  citi zens to  safer shores if  it is d eem ed  necessary. Oth er countr ies have 
commandeered m ilita ry tr ansport planes to  air lif t th eir  str anded co m p a t r io t s  to  safety . U.S. m ilita ry  
helicopte rs have already relocate d 21 non-essenti al diplomati c sta ff from  its  f o r t i f ied  embassy in a Beirut  
suburb and are on sta ndby to  come to  th e aid of th ousands of Americans residing in Lebanon. Many of th ose 
f leeing have been less fortu nate  and have had t o make t he o ver lan d  t rek to  neighboring Syria,  especially  
since I srael has blockaded LebanonÕs p o r t s . 

The t i t - f o r - t a t  atta cks by I srael and Lebanon-based Hezbollah guerillas are escalati ng events  into  a maj or  
cr isis. Such is th e g r a v i t y  of th e situ ati on th at it has dom inate d th e agenda of G8 leaders meeti ng in St.  
Pete rsburg, Russia. The opinions of th e atte nding leaders are m ar k ed l y  div ided. U.S. President George W.  
Bush and th e U.K.  Prime Ministe r  Tony Blair we re unite d in b lam in g  I ran and Syria for  th e v iolence. Mr. Bush 
said I srael had every r ight to  defend itself from  m issile at t acks originati ng inside Lebanon. Howe ver, France,  
I ta ly  and Russia have u r g ed  a ceasefire and called upon I srael to  use Òmoderati onÓ in its  m ilita ry r ep r isa ls .  
The European Union has called I srael's use of force Òd isp r o p o r t io n at eÓ and condemned th e k illing of 114  
Lebanese civ ilians. Eight I sraelis we re k illed on Sunday and at least 20 injured wh en Hezbollah rockets  st r u ck  
th e north ern city  of Haifa. 


