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THE ARTICLE 

Gang violence increases in Sao Paolo 

Panic and fear arrived this week in BrazilÕs largest  cit y Sao Paolo. 

Crim inal gangs are searching the st reets for targets. Their hit  list  

includes police officers and prison guards. Six policem en were 

m urdered on the st reets on Thursday. The local people are very 

worried about  the sudden increase in v iolence. Most  of the cit yÕs bus 

com panies stopped operat ing out  of concern for the safety of drivers 

and passengers. Alm ost  seventy buses have been torched in the last  

few days. Plainclothes police officers have been riding the buses to t ry 

and stop the crim inals. The at tacks are the work of the First  Com m and 

of the Capital gang, also known as the PCC. The group runs m any Sao 

Paolo prisons and has a large cont rol of the cit yÕs drug t raff ick ing. 

The violence has been a part  of city life for m ost  of this year. The PCC 

were responsible for f ive days of chaos in June when they killed over 

200 people. Leaders of the group are organizing events on the st reets 

from  their prison cells. The current  killing is in protest  at  the possible 

t ransfer of leaders to tougher prisons. They also want  revenge after the 

police k illed dozens of gang m em bers in a crackdown in May. City 

off icials said the police force would protect  people. The officials also 

warned the gang it  would lose it s bat t le. The secretary for public 

securit y stated:  "There will be no white f lag....There will be m ore 

clashes and they are going to com e off worst ;  under no circum stances 

can they win. We will not  be held hostage." 
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WARM-UPS 

1. CITY SAFETY: Walk around t he class and talk  t o as m any students as you 
can.  Find out  t heir opin ions on the safet y  of the city  in which t hey live.  Share your 
findings wit h new partners. 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

Panic / city streets / policemen / violence / buses / criminals / prisons / drugs / 
chaos / protests / revenge / gang members / white flags / hostages 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3. CRIMINAL GROUPS: What  do you know about  crim e groups in t hese 
count ries? Conduct  a survey of your  class m em bers t o find out . Share your findings with 
new partners 

I taly 

Japan 

Honk Kong 

Russia 

USA 

Colom bia 

I raq 

Other ____________________ 

4. CRIMES: Writ e down (or  brainstorm )  t hree recent  crim es you have read about  
in your town. Talk about  them  wit h your part ner( s) . I s your t own becom ing m ore 
dangerous? What  kinds of cr im es are there in your  town? 

5. PENALTIES: With your par tner(s) ,  decide on the penalt ies for  these crim es. 
Change part ners and com pare penalt ies. Discuss how these crim es can be prevented. 

a.  Killing police off icers 
b.  Drug t raff ick ing 
c.  Organizing prost itut ion 
d.  Hum an t rafficking 
e.  Money laundering 
f.  Selling endangered anim als 
g.  Selling nuclear  secret s 
h.  Kidnapping and holding people for  ransom  

6. GANGS: Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you associate 
with gangs. Share your words w ith your par tner(s)  and talk  about  t hem . Together,  put  
the words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A gang is hunt ing for police off icers and pr ison guards. T /  F 

b. Gang violence has closed m any subway lines in Sao Paolo. T /  F 

c. Soldiers are r iding buses t o t ry and st op t he crim inals. T /  F 

d. The gang has done m any t hings t o f ight  drug t raff ickers. T /  F 

e. There has been v iolence in t he cit y for m ost  of t he year . T /  F 

f.  Gang leaders are organizing t he v iolence from  t heir pr ison cells. T /  F 

g. Sao PaoloÕs secur it y secretary is ready t o get  out  t he white f lag T /  F 

h. Sao PaoloÕs secur it y secretary is worr ied t he gang w ill t ake host ages. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. panic burnt  
b. m urdered condit ions 
c. concern present  
d. torched worry 
e. runs at tack 
f. chaos fear 
g. cur rent  surrender 
h. crackdown cont rols 
i.  white flag k illed 
j .  circum st ances disorder 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. Panic and fear arrived this week  m ost  of this year 

b. m urdered  police officers 

c. Plainclothes  off worst  

d. The at tacks are the work  a crackdown in May 

e. drug  in BrazilÕs largest  cit y 

f.  violence has been a part  of cit y life for   can t hey win 

g. protest  at  the possib le t ransfer of  of the First  Com m and of the Capital gang 

h. police killed dozens of gang m em bers in  leaders to tougher prisons 

i.  they are going to com e t raffick ing 

j .  under no circum stances  on the st reet s 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Gang violence increases in Sao Paolo 

________ and fear arr ived t his week in BrazilÕs largest  cit y  

Sao Paolo. Cr im inal gangs are searching t he st reet s for  

________. Their hit  ________ includes police off icers and 

pr ison guards. Six policem en were m urdered on t he st reet s on 

Thursday . The local people are very worr ied about  the 

________ increase in v iolence. Most  of t he cit yÕs bus 

com panies st opped operat ing out  of ________ for t he safet y  

of dr ivers and passengers. Alm ost  sevent y buses have been 

________ in t he last  few days. Plainclot hes police officers 

have been r iding t he buses t o t ry  and st op the cr im inals.  The 

at tacks are t he work of  t he First  Com m and of t he Capital 

gang, also ________ as t he PCC. The group runs m any  Sao 

Paolo prisons and has a large cont rol of t he cit yÕs drug 

________. 
 

 concern 

targets 

trafficking 

sudden 

known 

panic 

torched 

list 

The v iolence has been a ________ of  cit y  life for m ost  of  t his 

year . The PCC were responsible for f ive days of ________ in 

June when t hey killed over 200 people. Leaders of the group 

are organizing event s on t he st reet s from  t heir pr ison 

________. The current  k illing is in protest  at  t he possible 

t ransfer of leaders to ________ pr isons. They also want  

________ aft er  t he police k illed dozens of  gang m em bers in a 

crackdown in May. City off icials said t he police force would 

________ people.  The officials also warned the gang it  would 

lose it s bat t le. The secret ary for public securit y stated:  "There 

will be no white flag. .. .There w ill be m ore ________ and t hey  

are going t o com e off worst ;  under no circum stances can t hey  

win. We w ill not  be ________ hostage."  

 clashes 

tougher 

chaos 

held 

protect 

part 

revenge 

cells 



Gang violence increases in Sao Paolo – 15 July, 2006 (easier) 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
6 

LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Gang violence increases in Sao Paolo 

Panic and ____________ t his week in BrazilÕs largest  cit y Sao Paolo. Cr im inal 

gangs are searching t he st reet s for target s. Their hit  list  includes police off icers 

and pr ison guards. Six policem en were m urdered ____________ on Thursday . 

The local people are very  worr ied about  t he sudden increase in v iolence. Most  of  

the cit yÕs bus com panies st opped operat ing out  ____________ t he safety of  

dr ivers and passengers.  Alm ost  seventy buses have been t orched in t he last  few 

days. Plainclot hes police off icers have been r iding t he buses ____________ st op 

the crim inals. The at tacks are t he work of the First  Com m and of t he Capital 

gang, also known as t he PCC. The group ____________ Sao Paolo pr isons and 

has a large ____________ t he cit yÕs drug t raffick ing. 

The violence has been ____________ cit y  life for m ost  of t his year . The PCC 

were responsible for ____________ chaos in June when t hey killed over 200 

people. Leaders of t he group are organizing event s on t he st reet s f rom  t heir  

pr ison cells. The current  k illing is ____________ t he possible t ransfer of  leaders 

to t ougher  prisons. They  also want  revenge after t he police k illed dozens of gang 

m em bers in a crackdown in May. City off icials said t he police force would protect  

people. The of ficials also warned t he gang ____________ it s bat t le. The 

secretary for public securit y st ated:  "There will be no white f lag.. . .There w ill be 

m ore clashes and t hey are going t o com e ____________;  under no 

circum st ances can t hey win. We w ill ____________ hostage."  
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘criminal’ and ‘gang’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “GANGS” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  gangs and organized crim e. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ panic 

¥ st reets 

¥ sudden 

¥ torched 

¥ r iding 

¥ cont rol 

¥ life 

¥ cells 

¥ revenge 

¥ protect  

¥ f lag 

¥ held 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  is your im age of safety in large Brazilian cit ies? 
c. What  would you do if crim inals caused chaos in your town? 
d. Do you think the best  way to reduce crim e is to increase the 

num ber of police officers? 
e. Would you join the police force if crim e was out  of cont rol? 
f. How can gang leaders organize their act iv it ies when they are in a 

prison cell? 
g. What  would you do if there was a shootout  in the st reet  you were 

walk ing down? 
h. What  act iv it ies keep the police busy in your town? 
i. Do you have a lot  of respect  for the police? 
j . I f your town becam e very v iolent , would you m ove somewhere 

else? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Why do people join gangs? 
d. Which organized crim e gang in the world today do you know m ost  

about? 
e. What  punishm ent  would you give to a gang leader? 
f. What  k inds of organized crim e are there in your count ry? 
g. Do you think wom en also join gangs and becom e leaders? 
h. What  quest ion would you ask the leader of a crim inal gang? 
i. What  do you think his/ her answer would be? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

GANGSTER DAY: Wit h your par tner(s) , im agine what  a gang boss does in the 
day descr ibed below. Fill in  the table w ith as m any details as you can.  Choose a gang 
from  any count ry:  

Our gang boss operates in ________________. His/ Her nam e is _________________. 

Breakfast  
 

Meet ing 
with rest  
of gang 

 

Train ing 
 

Shopping 
 

Planning of 
next  j ob 

 

Evening /  
night  

 

Change partners and share w it h each other your  different  im ages.  Decide which day 
would m ake the best  m ovie scenes.  
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find inform at ion about  one 
crim inal gang. Talk about what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3. NEWS REPORT: Write a newspaper report  on crim e and crim inal 
act iv it ies in your town/ count ry. Read your report  to your classm ates in 
the next  lesson. Which report  was best  and why? 

4. LETTER: Write a let ter to a gang boss. Tell him what you think of his 
act iv it ies. Ask him  three quest ions. Show your let ter to your classm ates 
in the next  lesson. Your classm ates will write a reply. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. T b. F c. F d. F e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. panic fear 

b. mu rdered killed  

c. concern worry  

d. torched burnt   

e. runs cont rols 

f. chaos disorder  

g. current  present   

h. crackdown at tack  

i. white flag surrender  

j . circums tances condit ions  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. Panic and fear arr ived this week  in BrazilÕs largest  cit y 

b. mu rdered  on the st reets  

c. Plainclot hes  police officers  

d. The at tacks are t he work  of t he First  Comm and of t he Capital gang 

e. drug  t rafficking  

f. v iolence has been a part  of cit y life for   mo st  of this year   

g. protest  at  t he possible t ransfer of  leaders to t ougher pr isons  

h. police killed dozens of gang me mb ers in  a crackdown in May  

i. t hey are going to com e off worst   

j . under no circums tances  can they win  

GAP FILL: 

Gang violence increases in Sao Paolo 

Panic and fear arr ived t his week  in BrazilÕs largest  cit y Sao Paolo. Cr imi nal gangs are searching 
the st reets for targets. Their  hit  list includes police officers and pr ison guards.  Six policeme n 
were m urdered on t he st reets on Thursday. The local people are very worr ied about  t he sudden 
increase in v iolence. Most  of t he cit yÕs bus comp anies stopped operat ing out  of concern for  the 
safety of dr ivers and passengers. Alm ost  seventy buses have been torched in t he last  few days. 
Plainclot hes police of ficers have been r iding the buses t o t ry and stop the cr imi nals. The at tacks 
are the work of t he First  Comm and of the Capital gang, also known as the PCC. The group runs 
ma ny Sao Paolo pr isons and has a large cont rol of the cit yÕs drug trafficking. 

The violence has been a part of cit y life for  m ost  of  this year . The PCC were responsible for  five 
days of chaos in June when they k illed over  200 people. Leaders of  the group are organizing 
events on t he st reets from t heir  pr ison cells. The current  killing is in protest  at  the possible 
t ransfer  of leaders t o tougher pr isons. They  also want  revenge aft er  t he police kil led dozens of  
gang m em bers in a crackdown in May. Cit y off icials said the police force would protect people.  
The of ficials also warned the gang it  would lose it s bat t le. The secret ary for public secur it y stated:  
"There will be no white flag. . ..There will be m ore clashes and t hey are going t o come  of f worst ;  
under no circums tances can they win. We will not  be held hostage." 


