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THE ARTI CLE 

Zid ane  -  " I t a l y  p l ay er  ca l led  m e a t er r o r i s t "  

French soccer superstar Zinedine Zidane has reputedly alleged that  

I talian player Marco Materazzi called him  a Òdirty terroristÓ during the 

soccer World Cup final. The two had repeatedly tussled with each other 

throughout the gam e. An acrim onious exchange of words towards the 

end of the m atch resulted in the infuriated French m aest ro head-

but t ing Materazzi in the chest  and being red-carded. The m oment of 

sheer lunacy was watched live by a billion people on TV. The I talian 

denies he provoked the French captain in such a derisory fashion:  " I  

did not  call him  a terrorist . I 'm  ignorant . I  don't  even know what  the 

word m eans,"  the I talian news agency ANSA quoted Materazzi as 

saying. A Paris-based ant i- racism  group SOS Racism  says well-

inform ed sources confirm ZidaneÕs allegat ion. ZidaneÕs agent cast  

Zinedine as Òa m an who norm ally lets things wash over him  but  on 

Sunday night  som ething exploded inside him Ó. 

React ion to ZidaneÕs outburst  is m ixed in France. President Jacques 

Chirac called Zidane Òa genius of world football,Ó while form er Sports 

Minister Marie-George Buffet  slamm ed ZidaneÕs act  as ÒunforgivableÓ, 

considering he was a role m odel for thousands of soccer- loving 

children. France defender William Gallas said:  ÒThe I talians did 

everything they could do to provoke Zidane.Ó St riker Thierry Henry 

suggested perhaps ZidaneÕs im poverished st reet  upbringing m ight  have 

been a factor. He said:  "You can take the m an out  of the rough 

neighborhood, but  you can't  take the rough neighborhood out  of the 

m an."  Zidane has a reputat ion as being a hard m an. He was sent  off 14 

t im es in his career, once for head-butt ing an opponent in a Cham pions 

League m atch five years ago. Despite the present  cont roversy, his 

art ist ry was recognized by the media, who awarded him the World 

CupÕs MVP accolade. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . ZI NEDI NE ZI DAN E:  Walk around the class and talk  t o as m any students 
as you can.  Find out  what  students know about  Zinedine Zidane. Share your f indings 
with new partners. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these t opics or words from  the art icle 
are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing.  

Soccer /  superstars /  exchanges of words /  fury /  lunacy /  ignorance /  racism  /  
outburst s /  genius /  role m odels /  upbringing /  rough neighborhoods /  head-but t ing 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . AN GER:  Which of these th ings would m ake you very angry? How would you 
react  if  som eone said these t hings t o you? Rank them  in order  of the worst  and talk  
about  them  wit h your part ner( s) .  Decide on a good answer to each. 

____ You are a dirt y t error ist  

____ You have no brains 

____ Your English is no good 

____ You sm ell bad 

____ All people from  your count ry suck 

____ Your religion is the worst  

____ You have no fashion sense 

____ You com e from  a bad fam ily 

4 . RED CARD:  Writ e down (or brainstorm )  three everyday th ings you would like 
to give people a red card for.  Talk  about  them  w it h your par tner(s) .  Change par tners 
and find out  what  other  students considered everyday red card offences. 

5 . TW O- MI NUTE DEBAT ES:  Face each other in pairs and engage in t he 
follow ing fun 2- m inute debates.  Students A st rongly believe in the first  argum ent ,  
student s B the second. Change pairs often. 

a.  Soccer is the worldÕs greatest  sport .  vs. There are bet t er  sport s. 
b.  SoccerÕs World Cup is the greatest  sport ing event . vs. No.  The Olym pics is. 
c.  Sport  stars are highly  overpaid.  vs.  Sport  st ars deserve every penny they earn. 
d.  Too m any sport  stars are bad role m odels.  vs.  They are not  paid t o be role 

m odels. 
e.  Am erica and China w ill w in t he Wor ld Cup one day. vs.  No chance. 
f.  Soccer is a gam e full of art ist ry.  vs.  Soccer is a gam e full of t hugs. 
g.  Nothing unit es the world like soccerÕs World Cup. vs.  The I nternet  is bet t er. 
h.  Wom enÕs soccer is just  as good as m enÕs.  vs.  ThatÕs the funniest  th ing IÕve heard 

today. 

6 . SOCCER:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with soccer.  Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk  about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The I t alian soccer coach has branded Zinedine Zidane as a terrorist . T /  F 

b. Zidane and an I talian player exchanged bit t er words on t he pit ch. T /  F 

c. The I t alian player is int elligent  and knows what  ÒterroristÓ m eans. T /  F 

d. ZidaneÕs agent  said his client  norm ally does a lot  of washing. T /  F 

e. FranceÕs president  called Zidane a genius af ter t he gam e. T /  F 

f.  A team m ate said t he I talians did all t hey could t o protect  Zidane. T /  F 

g. Zinedine Zidane grew up in a well- t o-do neighborhood. T /  F 

h. Zidane received an award for t he MVP of t he 2006 World Cup. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. tussled insult ing 
b. acr im onious depr ived 
c. infur iat ed bit t er 
d. sheer descr ibed 
e. der isory foe 
f. cast  cr it icized 
g. slam m ed award 
h. im pover ished clashed 
i.  opponent  enraged 
j . accolade ut ter 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. An acrim onious  is m ixed in France 

b. The m om ent  of sheer  confirm  ZidaneÕs allegat ion 

c. he provoked t he French captain in  st reet  upbringing 

d. well- inform ed sources  over him  

e. lets t hings wash recognized by t he m edia 

f.  React ion to ZidaneÕs outburst   exchange of words 

g. Buffet  slam m ed ZidaneÕs act   neighborhood out  of t he m an 

h. ZidaneÕs im pover ished  as ÒunforgivableÓ 

i.  you can' t  take t he rough  lunacy 

j .  his art ist ry  was such a derisory fashion 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Zid an e -  " I t a ly  p lay er  ca l led  m e a  t er r o r i st "  

French soccer superst ar Zinedine Zidane has reputedly  
________ t hat  I t alian player Marco Materazzi called him  a 
Òdirty t er ror istÓ dur ing t he soccer  World Cup f inal. The t wo had 
repeat edly ________ wit h each ot her t hroughout  t he gam e. 
An acr im onious exchange of words t owards t he end of t he 
m at ch result ed in t he ________ French m aest ro head-but t ing 
Materazzi in t he chest  and being red-carded. The m om ent  of  
sheer ________ was wat ched live by a billion people on TV. 
The I talian denies he ________ t he French captain in such a 
der isory fashion:  " I  did not  call him  a ter rorist . I 'm  ________ . 
I  don't  even know what  t he word m eans,"  the I t alian news 
agency  ANSA quoted Materazzi as saying. A Paris-based ant i-
racism  group SOS Racism  says well-________ sources conf irm  
ZidaneÕs allegat ion. ZidaneÕs agent  cast  Zinedine as Òa m an 
who norm ally let s t hings ________ him  but  on Sunday night  
som et hing exploded inside him Ó. 

 inform ed 

infur iat ed 

provoked 

ignorant  

alleged 

lunacy 

wash over 

tussled 

React ion t o ZidaneÕs ________ is m ixed in France. President  
Jacques Chirac called Zidane Òa genius of  wor ld football,Ó while 
form er Sport s Minist er Marie-George Buffet  ________ 
ZidaneÕs act  as ÒunforgivableÓ, ________ he was a role m odel 
for  t housands of  soccer- lov ing children. France defender  
William  Gallas said:  ÒThe I talians did every thing t hey  could do 
to provoke Zidane.Ó St riker  Thier ry Henry suggest ed perhaps 
ZidaneÕs ________ st reet  upbringing m ight  have been a 
factor . He said:  "You can take t he m an out  of  t he ________ 
neighborhood, but  you can't  t ake t he rough neighborhood out  
of t he m an."  Zidane has a ________ as being a hard m an. He 
was sent  off  14 t im es in his career , once for  head-but t ing an 
opponent  in a Cham pions League m atch five years ago. 
Despite t he present  cont roversy,  his ________ was recognized 
by t he m edia, who awarded him  t he World CupÕs MVP 
________. 

 reput at ion 

slam m ed 

accolade 

im pover ished 

art ist ry 

outburst  

rough 

considering 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Zid ane  -  " I t a l y  p l ay er  ca l led  m e a t er r o r i s t "  

French soccer  superstar Zinedine Zidane has __________ alleged t hat  I talian 

player Marco Materazzi called him  a Òdirty t erroristÓ dur ing t he soccer World Cup 

final.  The two had repeatedly  __________ w it h each ot her  t hroughout  t he 

gam e. An acr im onious exchange of words towards t he end of t he m at ch resulted 

in t he __________ French m aest ro head-but t ing Materazzi in t he chest  and 

being red-carded. The m om ent  of  __________ lunacy was wat ched live by a 

billion people on TV. The I talian denies he provoked t he French capt ain in such a 

__________ fashion:  " I  did not  call him  a ter ror ist . I 'm  __________. I  don't  

even know what  t he word m eans,"  t he I talian news agency ANSA quoted 

Materazzi as say ing. A Paris-based ant i- racism  group SOS Racism  says well-

__________ sources conf irm  ZidaneÕs allegat ion.  ZidaneÕs agent  cast  Zinedine 

as Òa m an who norm ally let s t hings __________ him  but  on Sunday night  

som et hing exploded inside him Ó. 

React ion t o ZidaneÕs __________ is m ixed in France. President  Jacques Chirac 

called Zidane Òa genius of wor ld foot ball,Ó while form er Sport s Minister Mar ie-

George Buffet  __________ ZidaneÕs act  as ÒunforgivableÓ, considering he was a 

role m odel for  t housands of soccer- loving children. France defender William  

Gallas said:  ÒThe I talians did everyt hing t hey could do t o __________ Zidane.Ó 

St r iker Thier ry Henry suggested perhaps ZidaneÕs __________ st reet  upbr inging 

m ight  have been a fact or . He said:  "You can take t he m an out  of t he rough 

neighborhood, but  you can't  take t he __________ neighborhood out  of the 

m an."  Zidane has a __________ as being a hard m an. He was sent  off 14 t im es 

in his career,  once for  head-but t ing an __________ in a Cham pions League 

m at ch f ive years ago. Despite t he present  cont roversy,  his art ist ry was 

recognized by t he m edia, who awarded him  the Wor ld CupÕs MVP __________. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôw or ld Õ and Ôcu p Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒW ORLD CUPÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  the 2006 World Cup. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ reputedly 

¥ exchange 

¥ sheer 

¥ provoked 

¥ ignorant  

¥ wash 

¥ m ixed 

¥ unforgivable 

¥ upbringing 

¥ rough 

¥ cont roversy 

¥ accolade 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  do you think of Zidane head-but t ing an opponent? 
c. Do you think his act ion is in any way excusable? 
d. Have you ever wanted to react  to anything in such a v iolent  

fashion? 
e. Do you think Zidane should be st r ipped of his MVP award? 
f. Has Zidane sent a wrong m essage to children? 
g. Do you think Zidane should have been arrested for assault? 
h. Do you think soccer deserves to be called Òthe beaut iful gameÓ? 
i. What  quest ion would you like to ask Zinedine Zidane? 
j . What  do you think his answer would be? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you think there m ight  be any t ruth in ZidaneÕs allegat ion of 

Materazzi calling him  a Òdirty terroristÓ? 
d. What  should soccerÕs ruling authorit ies do if they find out  Materazzi 

did call Zidane a Òdirty terroristÓ? 
e. Do you believe Materazzi when he said he didnÕt know what the 

word ÒterroristÓ m eans? 
f. Do you agree with the expression taught  to children:  ÒSt icks and 

stones m ay break m y bones, but  words will never hurt  m eÓ? 
g. How do you think ZidaneÕs team m ates feel about his act ion and red 

card? 
h. I n which sport  would you like to be considered a legend and why? 
i. Are you glad I taly won the World Cup? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

W ORLD CUP SURVEY:  Conduct  the follow ing World Cup survey by ask ing 
your classm ates their  opinions of t he perform ance of t he follow ing t eam s:  

 
St u d en t  A St u d en t  B St u d en t  C St u d en t  D  

I t a ly      

Fr an ce     

Ger m an y      

En g lan d      

USA     

Ot h er  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

    

Sit  w it h your par tner(s)  and share and t alk  about  t he opinions you found out .  Writ e a 
report  for  a m agazine based on your survey.  Pin it  to the classroom  wall /  put  it  in  your  
school m agazine/ newspaper. 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the Internet  and find inform at ion about  the 
highs and lows of Zinedine ZidaneÕs career. Talk about what you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . W ORLD CUP REPORT:  Write a report  on the 2006 World Cup. 
Write about  the high points and the low points. Read your report  to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Which report  did like best? 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Zinedine Zidane. Tell him  what  you think 
of his head-but t ing an opponent . Show your let ter to your classm ates in 
the next  lesson. Your classm ates will write a reply. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. T f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. tussled clashed 

b. acr im onious bit ter   

c. infur iated enraged  

d. sheer ut ter 

e. der isory insult ing  

f. cast  descr ibed  

g. slamm ed cr it icized  

h. imp over ished depr ived  

i. opponent  foe  

j . accolade award  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. An acr im onious  exchange of words 

b. The m ome nt  of sheer  lunacy 

c. he provoked t he French captain in  such a der isory fashion  

d. well- informe d sources  confirm ZidaneÕs allegat ion  

e. let s t hings wash over him  

f. React ion t o ZidaneÕs outburst   is m ixed in France  

g. Buffet  slamm ed ZidaneÕs act   as ÒunforgivableÓ 

h. ZidaneÕs im pover ished  st reet  upbr inging 

i. you can't  t ake the rough  neighborhood out  of the m an  

j . his art ist ry was recognized by t he me dia  

GAP FI LL:  

Zid an e  -  " I t a ly  p l ay er  cal l ed  m e a t e r r o r i st "  

French soccer supersta r Zinedine Zidane has repute dly a l leg ed  th at I ta lian player Marco Mate razzi called him  
a Òdirty  te rrorist Ó during th e soccer Wor ld Cup f inal. The two  had repeate dly t u ss led  wi th  each oth er 
th roughout th e game. An acrim onious exchange of wo rds to wa rds th e end of th e match resulte d in th e 
in f u r ia t e d  French maestr o head-butti ng Mate razzi in th e chest and being red-carded. The moment of sheer 
lu n acy  wa s wa t ched live by a billion people on TV. The I ta lian denies he p r o vo k ed  th e French capta in in such 
a derisory fashion:  " I  did not call him  a te rrorist. I 'm  ig n o r an t . I  don't even know wh at th e wo rd means,"  th e 
I ta lian news agency ANSA quote d Mate razzi as saying. A Paris-based anti - racism  group SOS Racism says we ll-
in f o r m ed  sources confirm  ZidaneÕs allegati on. ZidaneÕs agent cast Zinedine as Òa man wh o normally  lets  
th ings w ash  o ver  him  but on Sunday night someth ing exploded inside himÓ. 

Reacti on t o ZidaneÕs o u t b u r st  is m ixed in France. President Jacques Chirac called Zidane Òa genius of world  
footb all,Ó wh ile former Sports  Ministe r Mar ie-George Buffet s lam m ed  ZidaneÕs act as ÒunforgivableÓ,  
co n sid er in g  he wa s a role model for  th ousands of soccer- lov ing children. France defender William  Gallas said:  
ÒThe I ta lians did everyth ing th ey could do to  provoke Zidane.Ó Str iker Thierry Henry suggeste d perhaps 
ZidaneÕs im p o ve r ish ed  str eet upbringing m ight have been a facto r. He said:  "You can ta ke th e man out of th e 
r o u g h  neighborhood, but you can' t ta ke th e rough neighborhood out of th e man."  Zidane has a r ep u t a t io n  as 
being a hard man. He wa s sent off 14 ti mes in his career, once for head-butti ng an opponent in a Champions 
League match f ive years ago. Despite  th e present contr oversy, his ar t is t r y  wa s recognized by th e media, wh o 
awa rded him  th e World CupÕs MVP acco l ad e. 


