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THE ARTI CLE 

Nor t h Kor ea t est s sev en m i ssi l es 

North Korea has test - f ired seven m issiles, including one inter-

cont inental m issile that  m ay be capable of reaching the USA m ainland. 

The audacious launches are being viewed as highly provocat ive acts by 

m ost  count ries around the world. The White House press secretary 

Tony Snow told reporters:  "The North Koreans have again clearly 

isolated them selves." Japan is one county deeply concerned by the 

latest  North Korean m oves. Chief Cabinet  Secretary Shinzo Abe 

st rongly expressed his consternat ion saying:  "This is a grave problem 

in term s of peace and stability  not  only of Japan but  also of 

internat ional society."  Aust ralian Prim e Minister John Howard said the 

test ing Òruns com pletely counter to the interests of North Korea and 

the interests of the whole region". 

Pyongyang launched the m issiles in the early hours of Wednesday 

m orning and cont inued unt il the evening. The tests are the first  

conducted by the pariah Stalinist  state since the 1998 fir ing of a 

m edium- range rocket  over the Japanese island of Honshu. North 

Korean m issiles have the capabilit y to reach Japan within seven 

m inutes from  leaving their silos. The launches had the Japanese 

cabinet  im mediately scam pering for high- level talks at  6.00 a.m . Prim e 

Minister Koizum i reacted quickly by im posing a ban on all North Korean 

vessels docking at  Japanese ports. This is the first  of several retaliatory 

m easures being considered by Japan, who m ay also im pose econom ic 

sanct ions. I t  also seem s certain that  the six-party talks on curbing 

North KoreaÕs nuclear capabilit y are in jeopardy. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . NORTH KOREA SEARCH :  Walk around t he class and talk t o as m any 
students as you can about  North Korea.  Sit  with a part ner  and share your findings.  
Change part ners to share m ore. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups, decide which of t hese topics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Missiles /  int er- cont inental /  audacit y /  provocat ion /  isolat ion /  consternat ion /  
stability  /  Stalinism  /  high- level talks /  bans /  port s /  retaliat ion /  sanct ions 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . NUCLEAR W EAP ON S:  With your par tner(s) ,  decide which of the following 
count ries should have nuclear weapons. Put  t hem  in order of who is m ost  responsible 
and t rusted. Change par tners and com pare your answers. 

____ The USA 

____ China 

____ Pakistan 

____ France 

____ Russia 

____ I ran 

____ North Korea 

____ Great  Britain 

4 . DAN GEROUS NEI GHBORS:  Writ e down the nam es of t hree count ries 
you consider t o be dangerous neighbors.  Talk  about  them  with your par tner(s) .  Change 
part ners and f ind out  which count ries are the least  desirable neighbors. 

5 . MI SSI LE TESTI NG:  Which of the argum ents below  do you agree with? Talk 
about  them  wit h your part ner( s) .   

a.  N. Korea has a sovereign right  t o test  m issiles for  self defense. 
b.  Other count ries have m issiles. ThereÕs nothing wrong w ith N.  KoreaÕs test ing. 
c.  North Korea cannot  be t rusted to possess m issiles. 
d.  North Korea is a peaceful count ry , which has never at tacked it s neighbors. 
e.  N. Korea needs weapons because of Am ericaÕs aggressive at t it ude t owards it .  
f.  The weapons indust ry  is v ital t o the fragile North Korean econom y. 
g.  North Korea j ust  wants world at t ent ion and com e in from  the cold. 
h.  North Korea should be at tacked and have it s weapons dest royed. 

6 . MI SSI LES:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w it h m issiles. Share your words wit h your partner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Nort h Korea launched seven m issiles capable of st r ik ing t he USA. T /  F 

b. Most  wor ld count r ies paid lit t le at tent ion t o the test ing. T /  F 

c. The White House press secretary isolat ed him self  from  Nort h Korea. T /  F 

d. Aust raliaÕs leader said t he t est ing was not  in N. KoreaÕs best  interest s. T /  F 

e. N. Korea has tested m issiles on a regular basis over t he past  decade. T /  F 

f.  A N. Korean m issile errant ly hit  t he Japanese m ainland in 1998. T /  F 

g. The Japanese governm ent  assem bled for urgent  t alks at  6 .00 a.m . T /  F 

h. Six -par ty talks on N. KoreaÕs nuclear capabilit y  are at  ser ious r isk . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. audacious dism ay 
b. provocat ive at  r isk 
c. consternat ion reclusive 
d. grave against  
e. counter daring 
f. pariah hurry ing 
g. scam per ing penalizing 
h. retaliat ory confront at ional 
i.  curbing serious 
j .  in j eopardy rest raining 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. inter - cont inental  of peace and stabilit y  

b. v iewed as highly his consternat ion 

c. st rongly expressed m easures being considered 

d. a grave problem  in term s  m issile 

e. runs com pletely  counter  t o provocat ive act s 

f.  the par iah  Nort h KoreaÕs nuclear capabilit y  

g. scam per ing  the int erest s of North Korea 

h. the first  of several ret aliat ory  Stalinist  state 

i.  im pose  for  high- level talks 
j .  six-party t alks on curbing  econom ic sanct ions 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

No r t h  Ko r ea t est s sev en  m i ssi l es 

Nort h Korea has test -_______ seven m issiles, including one 

inter - cont inental m issile t hat  m ay  be -_______ of reaching t he 

USA m ainland. The -_______ launches are being v iewed as -

_______ provocat ive act s by m ost  count r ies around t he world.  

The White House press secretary Tony Snow t old report ers:  

"The Nort h Koreans have again clearly -_______ t hem selves."  

Japan is one county deeply concerned by the latest  Nort h  

Korean m oves. Chief Cabinet  Secret ary Shinzo Abe st rongly  

expressed his -_______ saying:  "This is a grave problem  in -

_______ of peace and st abilit y  not  only of  Japan but  also of  

internat ional society ."  Aust ralian Prim e Minister John Howard 

said t he t est ing Òruns com pletely -_______ to t he interest s of  

Nort h Korea and t he interest s of t he whole region" . 

 

 term s 

isolat ed 

capable 

counter 

consternat ion 

fired 

highly 

audacious 

Pyongyang -_______ t he m issiles in t he ear ly hours of  

Wednesday m orning and cont inued unt il t he evening. The 

test s are t he f irst  conducted by t he -_______ Stalinist  st at e 

since t he 1998 f ir ing of a m edium -range rocket  over t he 

Japanese island of  Honshu. Nort h Korean m issiles have t he 

capabilit y  t o reach Japan w it hin seven m inutes from  leav ing 

their -_______. The launches had t he Japanese cabinet  

im m ediately -_______ for  high- level t alks at  6 .00 a.m . Pr im e 

Minister Koizum i reacted quickly by -_______ a ban on all 

Nort h Korean vessels docking at  Japanese port s. This is t he 

first  of several ret aliat ory -_______ being considered by  

Japan, who m ay also im pose econom ic sanct ions. I t  also 

seem s cert ain that  t he six -party talks on -_______ Nort h 

KoreaÕs nuclear capabilit y  are in -_______. 

 

 im posing 

jeopardy 

pariah 

scam per ing 

launched 

curbing 

silos 

m easures 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Nor t h Kor ea t est s sev en m i ssi l es 

Nort h Korea has t est - fired seven m issiles, including one inter- cont inent al m issile 

that  m ay be capable of reaching t he USA m ainland. The ________ launches are 

being v iewed as highly ________ act s by m ost  count r ies around t he world. The 

White House press secretary  Tony Snow told report ers:  "The Nort h Koreans 

have again clearly ________ t hem selves."  Japan is one county deeply  

concerned by  t he latest  Nort h Korean m oves. Chief  Cabinet  Secretary Shinzo 

Abe st rongly expressed his ________ saying:  "This is a grave problem  

________ of peace and stabilit y  not  only  of Japan but  also of int ernat ional 

societ y."  Aust ralian Pr im e Minister John Howard said t he test ing Òruns 

com pletely ________ t he interest s of  Nort h Korea and t he int erests of  t he whole 

region" . 

Pyongyang launched t he m issiles in t he ear ly hours of  Wednesday  m orning and 

cont inued unt il t he evening. The test s are the first  conducted by t he ________ 

Stalinist  state since t he 1998 fir ing of a m edium -range rocket  over t he Japanese 

island of  Honshu. Nor t h Korean m issiles have t he capabilit y  t o reach Japan 

wit hin seven m inutes f rom  leaving t heir  ________. The launches had t he 

Japanese cabinet  im m ediately  ________ for high- level t alks at  6.00 a.m . Prim e 

Minister Koizum i react ed quickly  by im posing a ban on all Nort h Korean vessels 

________ at  Japanese port s. This is t he first  of  several ________ m easures 

being considered by  Japan, who m ay also im pose econom ic sanct ions. I t  also 

seem s certain t hat  t he six-party t alks on ________ Nort h KoreaÕs nuclear  

capabilit y  are in ________. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôt est Õ 
and Ôf i r eÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒMI SSI LESÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  m issiles and the North Korean test ing. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ capable 

¥ provocat ive 

¥ clearly 

¥ consternat ion 

¥ grave 

¥ counter 

¥ early 

¥ pariah 

¥ silos 

¥ scam pering 

¥ docking 

¥ curbing 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  do you think of the test ing? 
c. Do you think North Korea has every r ight  to test  m issiles? 
d. Do you think m issiles f ired from  N. Korea could ever reach the USA? 
e. What  are relat ions like with your count ryÕs neighbors? 
f. Would you support  an invasion of N. Korea to dism ant le it s 

m issiles? 
g. What  do you think will happen on the Korean peninsular? 
h. Should N. Korea face sanct ions for selling it s weapons technology? 
i. What  quest ion would you like to ask N. KoreaÕs leader? 
j . How do you think he would answer that  quest ion? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you think count ries with nuclear weapons that  crit icize North 

Korea are being hypocrit ical? 
d. What  are the dangers of North Korea possessing m issiles? 
e. Do you think the UN should be st r icter with North Korea than it  is 

with I ran? 
f. Should China be m ore forceful in dealing with North Korea? 
g. What  do you think are the aim s of North KoreaÕs leadership? 
h. Will there always be Òproblem Ó states like North Korea? 
i. How would you feel if your neighboring count ry test - f ired m issiles? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 



North Korea tests seven m issiles Ð 6 July, 2006 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
9 

SPEAKI NG 

MI SSI LE- TESTI NG ROLE PLAY :  Role play t he follow ing people in a 
discussion on the North Korean m issile t est s. Team  up with classm ates who have been 
assigned the sam e role t o develop your roles and discuss ideas and Òst rategiesÓ before 
the role p lay begins.   

Role A (North KoreaÕs leader)  

You are fed up at  being told what to do by America and Japan. The 
USA and m any count ries have m issiles so there is no problem  with 
N. Korea having them . They are im portant  to deter Am erica from  
at tacking your count ry. You donÕt  want  N. Korea to be another I raq.  

Role B (George W. Bush)  

You believe North Korea is a dangerous count ry. You think it s leader 
is a tyrant  who cares m ore about weapon than feeding the m illions 
of hungry North Koreans. I t  is your m ission to bring freedom and 
dem ocracy to N. Korea. You will use force. 

Role C (Average North Korean person)  

You are fed up with North KoreaÕs im age as a dangerous state. You 
are also fed up with other count ries t rying to cont rol N. Korea. You 
believe the N. Korean people are hardworking and just  want to be 
left  alone. Your leader knows what he is doing. N. Korea must  be 
st rong. 

Role D (Average Japanese person)  

You are deeply concerned at  the m issile test ing. There were m any 
Japanese vessels in the area the m issiles landed. You believe your 
neighbor wants to at tack you. You do not  want a repeat of the 
nuclear at tacks that  ended WWI I . You st rongly believe all of the 
worldÕs nuclear weapons should be dest royed Ð including AmericaÕs.  

Change roles and repeat  the role p lay.  Com m ent  in groups about  the differences 
between t he two role plays. 

After  t he role play,  talk  about  whether  you believed what  you were say ing in your  roles. 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the Internet  and find inform at ion about  the 
North Korean m issiles issue. Talk about  what  you discover with your 
partner(s) . 

3 . N UCLEAR COUNTRI ES:  Make a poster showing which count ries 
in the world have nuclear weapons and which are t ry ing to get  them . 
Show your poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which poster(s)  
did you like m ost and why? 

4 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the North Korean leader Kim  Jong I l. Tell 
him  what  you think of the latest  test ing and advise him  on what  to do in 
the future. Show your let ter to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Your 
classm ates will write a reply. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. audacious dar ing 

b. provocat ive confrontat ional  

c. consternat ion disma y  

d. grave ser ious  

e. counter against   

f. par iah reclusive  

g. scamp ering hurrying  

h. retaliatory penalizing  

i. curbing rest raining  

j . in j eopardy at  r isk   

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. inter- cont inental  mi ssile 

b. viewed as highly provocat ive acts 

c. st rongly expressed his consternat ion  

d. a grave problem in terms   of peace and stabilit y  

e. runs comp letely count er to the interests of  Nort h Korea  

f. t he par iah  Stalinist  state  

g. scamp ering  for  high- level talks  

h. the fir st  of several retaliat ory  me asures being considered  

i. imp ose  economi c sanct ions  

j . six-party talks on curbing  North KoreaÕs nuclear capabilit y  

GAP FI LL:  

No r t h  Ko r ea  t est s sev en  m i ssi l es 

North  Korea has te st - f i r e d  seven m issiles, including one inte r-cont inenta l m issile th at may be cap ab l e of 
reaching th e USA mainland. The au d a cio u s launches are being v iewe d as h ig h ly  provocati ve acts  by most  
countr ies around th e wo rld. The White  House press secreta ry Tony Snow t old reporte rs:  "The North  Koreans 
have again clearly  iso la t ed  th emselves."  Japan is one county  deeply concerned by th e late st North  Korean 
moves. Chief Cabinet Secreta ry Shinzo Abe str ongly expressed his co n st er n at io n  saying:  "This is a grave 
problem in t er m s of peace and sta bility  not only of Japan but also of inte rnati onal society . "  Austr alian Prime 
Ministe r John Howa rd said th e te sti ng Òruns complete ly  co u n t er  to  th e inte rests  of North  Korea and th e 
inte rests  of th e wh ole region". 

Pyongyang lau n ch ed  th e m issiles in th e early hours of Wednesday morning and conti nued unti l th e evening. 
The te sts  are th e f irst conducte d by th e p ar iah  Sta linist sta te  since th e 1998 f ir ing of a medium-range rocket 
over th e Japanese island of Honshu. North  Korean m issiles have th e capability  to  reach Japan with in seven 
m inute s from leaving th eir s i lo s. The launches had th e Japanese cabinet im mediate ly  scam p er in g  for high-
level ta lks at 6.00 a.m . Prime Ministe r Koizum i reacte d quick ly  by im p o sin g  a ban on all North  Korean vessels 
docking at Japanese ports . This is th e f irst of several reta liato ry m easu r es being considered by Japan, wh o 
may also impose economic sancti ons. I t also seem s certa in  th at th e six-party  ta lks on cu r b in g  North  KoreaÕs 
nuclear capability  are in j eo p a r d y .  


