
  

www.Breaking News English.com 

Ready-to-use ESL / EFL Lessons 

Th e Br eak in g  New s En g l i sh .co m  Resou r ce Book  

Ò1,000 I deas & Act ivit ies For Language TeachersÓ 

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

Ch in a in cr eases spen d in g  on  r u r a l  poo r  
 URL:  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/0603/060306-china.html 

Con t en t s 

The Art icle 2 

Warm -ups 3 

Before Reading /  Listening 4 

While Reading /  Listening 5 

Listening Gap Fill  6 

After Reading  7 

Discussion  8 

Speaking 9 

Hom ework 10 

Answers 11 

6  Ma r ch , 2 0 0 6  



China increases spending on rural poor Ð 6 March, 2006  

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
2 

THE ARTI CLE 

Chi n a inc r eases sp end i ng  o n r ur a l  p o or  

ChinaÕs government has decided it  is t im e to redress the huge disparity 

in wealth between the affluent  city dwellers and their largely 

im poverished rural counterparts. Prem ier Wen Jiabao opened the 

annual session of parliam ent yesterday with prom ises of m assive new 

social spending to appease the disgrunt led farm ing comm unit ies in 

ChinaÕs largely left -behind count ryside. He announced the scrapping of 

agricultural taxes and the boost ing of spending on rural infrast ructure 

and educat ion. He said newly int roduced init iat ives would narrow the 

ever- increasing incom e div ide that  threatens social stabilit y . He 

expressed his belief that  this would help accelerate econom ic growth 

and keep China on t rack to becom e the worldÕs largest  econom y. 

Wen Jiabao placed elevat ing ChinaÕs poor high on his agenda, saying:  

ÒWe need to resolutely work to reorient  investments by shift ing the 

governm entÕs priorit y in infrast ructure investm ent  to the count ryside.Ó 

Managed correct ly, this m ay m ean growth figures in double digit s. 

Once the rural poor get  spending, thereÕs no telling how quickly the 

econom y will take off. Sixty percent  of ChinaÕs populat ion lives in the 

count ryside, although their disposable incom e is just  one third of those 

in cit ies. The Prem ier wasnÕt  backward in com ing forward about  his 

am bit ions, stat ing:  "This is a change of epoch-m aking signif icance.Ó Mr. 

Wen will be helped in his lofty am bit ions by a runaway economic 

growth rate of nine percent  plus per annum . 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . SPENDI N G:  Your governm ent  is about  to spend a m assive am ount  on 
im proving your count ry.  Wr it e down three areas you t hink this m oney should be spent  
on Ð be specif ic.  Tell t hese t o your partner( s) . Discuss which areas are m ost  worthy. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups, decide which of t hese topics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

China /  wealth /  cit y  dwellers /  count ry  folk  /  social spending /  social stabilit y  /  
econom ic growth /  agendas /  disposable incom e /  com ing forward /  am bit ions  

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . DI VI DES:  To what  degree to t he following exist  in your count ry? Talk about  
this with your part ner( s) . 

• I ncom e divide 
• Digital d iv ide 
• North-South (geographic)  d iv ide 
• Racial d iv ide 
• Caste system  

• Sexual inequality 
• Educat ional divide 
• Religious div ide 
• English language divide 
• Other 

4 . I N VESTMENT:  In pairs /  groups,  put  the follow ing in order  of which you 
would like to see increased governm ent  spending on:   

______ Kindergart en educat ion 
______ AIDS research 
______ Sport s prom ot ion 
______ Wildlife preservat ion 

______ Safer  roads 
______ I ncreased pensions 
______ Military spending 
______ Rural infrast ructure 

5 . TW O- MI NUTE DEBAT ES:  Have these follow ing fun debates w it h your  
part ners. Students A agree with the first  argum ent ;  st udent s B, the second.  Change 
part ners oft en:  

a. Liv ing in the count ryside is best .  Vs.  Liv ing in t he cit y is best . 
b. The count ryside is best  for kids growing up. Vs. The cit y is best  for  kids. 
c.  The count ryside is not  im portant .  Vs.  The count ryside is very im portant . 
d. Count ry  folk are boring.  Vs.  Count ry  folk are very interest ing. 
e.  Cit ies are our  future.  Vs.  Cit ies will dest roy t he future of m any people. 
f.  Governm ent  m oney should be spent  on rural areas. Vs. Cit ies need m oney. 
g. You canÕt  beat  the sm ell of the count ryside.  Vs.  The count ryside sm ells bad. 
h.  The slow  pace of the count ry  is best . Vs. The fast  pace of t he city  is best . 

6 . RURAL:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you associate 
with the word ÒruralÓ. Share your words w ith your par tner(s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. ChinaÕs leader will change t he addresses of m illions of ChinaÕs poor . T /  F 

b. The leader  announced new spending t o appease disgrunt led farm ers. T /  F 

c. He said he would increase agr icult ural t axes and boost  urban incom es. T /  F 

d. A digital div ide t hreat ens social stabilit y  in China. T /  F 

e. Wen Jiabao placed elevat ing ChinaÕs poor high on his agenda. T /  F 

f.  The Prem ier refused t o tell how quick ly t he econom y w ill t ake off . T /  F 

g. The Prem ier wasnÕt  backward in com ing forward about  his am bit ions. T /  F 

h. Mr . Wen w ill be helped in his lofty am bit ions by runaway growt h. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. redress historical 
b. disparit y m easures 
c. disgrunt led steadfast ly 
d. init iat ives shy 
e. t rack divergence 
f. resolutely change 
g. reor ient  target  
h. backward rect ify 
i.  epoch-m aking grand 
j .  lof t y aggr ieved 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. it  is t im e to redress  of agr icultural taxes 

b. social spending to appease the  runaway econom ic growth rate 

c. He announced the scrapping  the wor ldÕs largest  econom y 

d. narrow  the ever- increasing  ChinaÕs poor h igh on his agenda 

e. keep China on t rack to becom e  the dispar it y in wealt h 

f.  Wen Jiabao placed elevat ing  one third of those in cit ies 

g. thereÕs no  in com ing forward 

h. their d isposable incom e is j ust   disgrunt led farm ing com m unit ies 

i.  The Prem ier wasnÕt  backward  incom e divide 

j .  helped in his loft y  am bit ions by a  telling how quickly 



China increases spending on rural poor Ð 6 March, 2006  

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
5 

W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Ch in a i n cr eases sp en d in g  o n  r u r a l  p oo r  

ChinaÕs governm ent  has decided it  is t im e to _________ the 

huge dispar it y in wealt h bet ween t he affluent  cit y dwellers and 

their  _________ im pover ished rural counterparts. Prem ier  

Wen Jiabao opened t he annual session of parliam ent  

yest erday  w it h prom ises of _________ new social spending t o 

appease the disgrunt led farm ing com m unit ies in ChinaÕs 

largely left - behind count ryside. He announced t he _________  

of agr icult ural taxes and the boost ing of spending on 

_________ infrast ruct ure and educat ion. He said newly  

int roduced init iat ives would narrow t he _________ - increasing 

incom e div ide that  t hreatens social stabilit y . He expressed his 

belief t hat  t his would help _________ econom ic growt h and 

keep China on _________ t o becom e t he wor ldÕs largest  

econom y. 

 

 ever 

m assive 

t rack 

redress 

accelerate 

scrapping 

large ly 

rural 

Wen Jiabao placed _________ ChinaÕs poor high on his 

agenda, say ing:  ÒWe need t o _________ work  t o reor ient  

investm ent s by shift ing t he governm ent Õs pr iorit y in 

infrast ruct ure invest m ent  to t he count ryside.Ó Managed 

_________, t his m ay m ean growt h f igures in double 

_________. Once t he rural poor get  spending, t hereÕs no 

_________ how quick ly t he econom y w ill t ake of f.  Sixty  

percent  of ChinaÕs populat ion lives in the count ryside, 

alt hough their disposable incom e is j ust  one t hird of t hose in 

cit ies. The Prem ier wasnÕt  _________ in com ing forward about  

his am bit ions, st at ing:  "This is a change of  epoch-_________ 

significance.Ó Mr. Wen will be helped in his lofty am bit ions by  

a runaway econom ic growt h rate of nine percent  plus per  

_________.  

 digi t s 

backward 

resolutely 

annum  

telling 

elevat ing 

m aking 

correct ly 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Chi n a inc r eases sp end i ng  o n r ur a l  p o or  

ChinaÕs governm ent  has decided it  is t im e to _________ t he huge dispar it y in 

wealt h bet ween t he affluent  cit y dwellers and t heir largely  im pover ished rural 

_____________. Prem ier Wen Jiabao opened t he annual session of par liam ent  

yest erday wit h prom ises of m assive new social spending t o ________ t he 

disgrunt led farm ing com m unit ies in ChinaÕs largely  left -behind count ryside. He 

announced t he ________ of  agr icult ural t axes and t he boost ing of  spending on 

rural infrast ruct ure and educat ion.  He said newly int roduced ________ would 

narrow t he ever- increasing incom e ________ t hat  t hreat ens social stabilit y . He 

expressed his belief  t hat  t his would help ________ econom ic growt h and keep 

China on t rack t o becom e t he wor ldÕs largest  econom y. 

Wen Jiabao placed elevat ing ChinaÕs poor high on his ________, say ing:  ÒWe 

need t o resolutely  work t o ________ investm ent s by  shift ing t he governm entÕs 

pr ior it y in infrast ruct ure invest m ent  t o t he count ryside.Ó Managed correct ly , t his 

m ay m ean growt h f igures in double ________. Once t he rural poor get  

spending, t hereÕs no t elling how quickly t he econom y w ill take off . Sixty percent  

of ChinaÕs populat ion lives in t he count ryside, alt hough t heir  ________ incom e 

is j ust  one third of t hose in cit ies. The Prem ier wasnÕt  backward in com ing 

forward about  his am bit ions, st at ing:  "This is a change of ________-m ak ing 

significance.Ó Mr. Wen w ill be helped in his ________ am bit ions by a runaway 

econom ic growt h rate of nine percent  ________ per annum . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôin com eÕ and Ôd iv id eÕ. 

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, compare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒCOUNTRYSI DEÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  the count ryside and city. 

• Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
• Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
• Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, 
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• redress 

• session 

• appease 

• scrapping 

• init iat ives 

• t rack 

• reorient  

• digit s 

• telling 

• third 

• backward 

• loft y 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  do you think of the Chinese PremierÕs init iat ives? 
c. I s there a disparity in wealth where youÕre from ? 
d. How im portant  is the count ryside to your count ryÕs econom y? 
e. Does your governm ent  spend enough money on rural areas? 
f. What  im age do farm ers and count ry folk have in your count ry? 
g. I s there a m ove of people back to the count ryside in your count ry? 
h. What  factors in your count ry are likeliest  to lead to social 

instabilit y? 
i. What  are relat ions like between rural folk and cit y dwellers in your 

count ry? 
j . What  lofty am bit ions do you have? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. How will the world change if China becom es the st rongest  

econom y? 
d. What  potent ial does China have if it s rural populat ion becom es 

econom ically em powered? 
e. What  k ind of econom ic relat ionship does your count ry have with 

China? 
f. What  do you think of Chinese m ade goods or Chinese grown 

produce? 
g. What  k inds of disparit y exist  in your count ry and what  does your 

governm ent do about  them ? 
h. What  are the financial prospects for your count ry in the com ing 

years? 
i. What  cont ribut ion do rural folk m ake to the overall society in your 

count ry? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

LOFTY AMB I TI ON S:  Writ e down your am bit ions regarding the t hings in the 
left  hand colum n. Writ e in the next  colum n the things you m ust  do from  now to achieve 
these am bit ions. I n t he r ight  hand colum n,  wr ite down the obstacles to your achiev ing 
the am bit ions. 

 Lofty  am bit ion Things to do Obstacles 

English studies    

Fitness    

Job    

Hobby    

Com puter  /  
Technology 

   

Money    

Other 

_____________ 

 

   

Talk about  what  you wrote to your  partner( s) . Discuss how you m ight  all overcom e the 
obstacles and what  your  chances of realizing your am bit ions are. 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words from 
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find inform at ion about ChinaÕs 
Prem ier Wen Jiabao. Share your f indings with your class in the next  
lesson. Did you all f ind out  sim ilar things? 

3 . COUNTRY ADVAN TAG E:  Make a poster about  the advantages of 
liv ing in the count ryside. Show your poster to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Which poster m ost  m ade you want  to live in the count ryside and 
why? 

4 . CHI NA AS  # 1 :  Write an essay describing your feelings about China 
becom ing the num ber one economy in the world. How do you think this 
will change the world? Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Did everyone have sim ilar thoughts? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. T f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. redress rect ify 

b. dispar it y divergence  

c. disgrunt led aggr ieved  

d. init iat ives me asures  

e. t rack target   

f. resolutely steadfast ly  

g. reor ient  change  

h. backward shy   

i. epoch-m aking histor ical  

j . loft y grand  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. it  is t ime  t o redress  the dispar it y  in wealth 

b. social spending t o appease the  disgrunt led farmi ng com m unit ies 

c. He announced t he scrapping  of agr icultural t axes  

d. narrow the ever- increasing  income  divide  

e. keep China on t rack to become   the wor ldÕs largest  econom y  

f. Wen Jiabao placed elevat ing  ChinaÕs poor high on his agenda  

g. thereÕs no  telling how quickly  

h. their  disposable income  is j ust   one t hird of t hose in cit ies  

i. The Premi er  wasnÕt  backward  in comi ng forward  

j . helped in his loft y amb it ions by  a  runaway economi c growth rate  

GAP FI LL:  

Ch in a i n cr eases  sp en d in g  on  r u r a l  p oo r  
ChinaÕs governme nt  has decided it  is t ime  t o r e d r e ss the huge dispar it y in wealth bet ween t he 
affluent  cit y dwellers and their  l a r g e ly  imp over ished rural counterpart s. Premi er  Wen Jiabao 
opened the annual session of par liam ent  yesterday with promi ses of m assiv e  new social spending 
to appease t he disgrunt led farm ing com m unit ies in ChinaÕs largely left -behind count ryside. He 
announced t he sc r ap p i n g  of agr icultural taxes and t he boost ing of spending on r u r a l  
infrast ruct ure and educat ion. He said newly  int roduced init iat ives would narrow the ev e r -
increasing incom e divide that  threatens social stabilit y. He expressed his belief t hat  this would 
help acce le r a t e  economi c growt h and keep China on t r ack  to become  t he worldÕs largest  
economy . 

Wen Jiabao placed e lev a t i n g  ChinaÕs poor high on his agenda, saying:  ÒWe need to r e so l u t e l y  
work to reor ient  investm ents by shift ing the governme ntÕs pr ior it y in infrast ructure invest me nt  to 
the count ryside.Ó Managed co r r ect l y , t his ma y me an growth figures in double d ig i t s. Once t he 
rural poor get  spending, thereÕs no t e l l i n g  how quick ly the economy  will t ake off . Sixty  percent  of  
ChinaÕs populat ion lives in the count ryside, alt hough their  disposable income  is j ust  one third of  
those in cit ies.  The Premi er wasnÕt  b ack w a r d  in com ing forward about  his amb it ions,  stat ing:  
"This is a change of epoch- m ak in g  signif icance.Ó Mr .  Wen will be helped in his loft y  amb it ions by  
a runaway economi c growth rate of nine percent  plus per a n n u m . 


