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THE ARTI CLE 

Ap p le iTu ne s sees b i l l i ont h  d ow nl o ad  

An Am erican teenager m ade a lit t le piece of m usic history yesterday 

when he downloaded the billionth song from  the Apple iTunes m usic 

store. The unsuspect ing 16-year-old spent  99 cents to purchase a 

digital version of Speed of Sound by Brit ish rockers Coldplay. The 

t rackÕs t it le seem s an appropriate rem inder of the breathless pace at 

which innovat ions in the indust ry are m oving. AppleÕs online store has 

only been in operat ion for three years and to sell a billion songs in that  

t im e is nothing short  of phenomenal. At  the turn of the m illennium , 

barely a soul would have known what  an m p3 was and iPods were yet  

to m ake their ubiquitous m ark on digital culture. By cont rast , sales of 

m ore t radit ional form ats such as CDs have halved in m any parts of the 

world. 

The teenage record m aker, Alex Ost rovsky from  Michigan, scored a bag 

of digital goodies to m ark the m ilestone. A representat ive from  Apple 

phoned Alex in the wee hours of the morning to congratulate him  and 

tell him  he was soon to receive an iMac com puter, 10 iPods and a 

$10,000 gift  card for the iTunes store. He init ially presum ed it  was a 

prankster and was about  to give him  a piece of his m ind. Alex said:  " I  

was really skept ical. I  didn't  even know there was a com pet it ion. But 

the guy knew the details of my mum 's credit  card.Ó Apple CEO Steve 

Jobs was equally happy. He said the billionth download represented "a 

m ajor force against  m usic piracy and the future of m usic dist r ibut ion as 

we m ove from  CDs to the I nternet " . 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . MY  MU SI C HI STORY:  In pairs /  groups, talk  about  your  h istory  with 
m usic. What  m usical experiences and preferences did you have when you were 
younger? How about  now? How has the way you buy and list en to m usic changed over  
the years? 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Teenagers / music / history / iTunes / 99 cents / the speed of sound / innovation / 
digital culture / CDs / pranksters / skepticism / minds / music piracy / the future 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . FAV ORI TES:  Tell each other your favorit es. Use t hese exam ples to guide your 
conversat ions:  

• Song to relax to 
• Song when youÕre st ressed 
• Song of all t im e 
• Song you love to hate 
• Song to sing in the bath/ shower 

• Band 
• Singer 
• Lyrics 
• I nst rum ent  
• Album  

4 . PREFERRED FORMAT S:  In pairs /  groups, discuss the pros and cons of 
these m usic form ats:   

• Vinyl 
• CD 
• Casset t e tape 
• MD 

• MP3 
• Live 
• Video 
• Other 

5 . MU SI C FORMAT  OPI NI ON S:  What  do you th ink about  t hese opinions? 

a.  I  prefer  to buy an album , CD or single with a cover t han to download a song. 
b.  I tÕs bet t er to be able t o buy a few  songs you like than pay for  a whole CD. 
c.  I llegal downloading of m p3 files is the way to go. 
d.  iPods are the best  thing since sliced bread. 
e.  I nt ernet  m usic stores are m uch bet t er  than real CD stores. 
f.  The I nternet  will m ean m any new bands can becom e fam ous. 
g.  I tÕs bet t er to wait  for  m p4 or  m p5 to com e out  before buying a m usic p layer. 
h.  MP3s are the best  thing ever  t o happen to m usic listening and buy ing. 

6 . BI LLI ON:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w ith the word ÒbillionÓ. Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. AppleÕs iTunes m usic store j ust  sold it s billiont h song. T /  F 

b. A U.S. teen m ade hist ory by selling one billion songs online. T /  F 

c. Songs on t he I nt ernet  are sold at  t he speed of sound. T /  F 

d. Sales of CDs have increased twofold in m any part s of t he wor ld. T /  F 

e. The teenager got  a bag of digital goodies as a prize. T /  F 

f.  The teenager opened up his m ind while on t he phone t o Apple. T /  F 

g. The teen spent  count less night s downloading endless t unes to w in. T /  F 

h. A CEO said m usic downloads represented a m ajor force against  piracy. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. unsuspect ing person 
b. breat hless won 
c. phenom enal dubious 
d. soul innocent  
e. ubiquit ous j oker 
f.  scored rapid 
g. wee stagger ing 
h. prankster considerable 
i.  skept ical ever-present  
j .  m ajor ear ly 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. An Am er ican teenager m ade  m ark the m ilestone 

b. the breathless pace at  which  ubiquitous m ark in dig ital cult ure 

c. barely a soul would have known  of his m ind 

d. iPods were yet  t o m ake t heir  hours of the m orning  

e. sales of m ore t radit ional form ats  a lit t le p iece of m usic hist ory 

f.  scored a bag of digital goodies to  innovat ions in the indust ry  are m oving 

g. Apple phoned Alex in the wee  a m ajor force against  m usic piracy 

h. He init ially  presum ed  such as CDs have halved 

i.  give him  a piece  it  was a prankster 

j .  the billionth download represented  what  an m p3 was 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Ap p le  iTu n es sees b i l l i on t h  d o w n load  

An Am er ican teenager m ade a lit t le ________ of m usic hist ory  

yest erday when he downloaded the billiont h song from  the 

Apple iTunes m usic store. The ________ 16-year-old spent  99 

cent s to purchase a digit al version of  Speed of Sound by  

Br it ish ________ Coldplay. The t rackÕs t it le seem s an 

appropr iat e ________ of the breat hless pace at  which 

innovat ions in t he indust ry are m ov ing. AppleÕs online st ore 

has only been in ________ for t hree years and t o sell a billion 

songs in t hat  t im e is not hing ________ of phenom enal. At  t he 

turn of t he m illennium , ________ a soul would have known 

what  an m p3 was and iPods were yet  t o m ake t heir ubiquit ous 

m ark on digit al cult ure. By  ________, sales of m ore t radit ional 

form at s such as CDs have halved in m any  part s of t he wor ld. 

 

 operation 

barely 

unsuspecting 

short 

piece 

reminder 

contrast 

rockers 

The teenage record m aker , Alex Ost rovsky from  Michigan, 

________ a bag of digit al goodies t o m ark the m ilest one. A 

represent at ive f rom  Apple ________ Alex  in t he ________ 

hours of  t he m orning t o congrat ulat e him  and tell him  he was 

soon to receive an iMac com puter , 10 iPods and a $10,000 gif t  

card for t he iTunes st ore. He init ially  ________ it  was a 

prankster and was about  to give him  a piece of  his m ind. Alex  

said:  " I  was really ________. I  didn't  even know t here was a 

com pet it ion. But  t he guy knew t he details of m y m um 's credit  

card.Ó Apple CEO Steve Jobs was ________ happy. He said 

the billiont h download represented "a m ajor  ________ against  

m usic piracy and t he fut ure of m usic dist r ibut ion as we 

________ from  CDs t o t he I nt ernet " . 

 skeptical 

phoned 

force 

presumed 

move 

scored 

equally 

wee 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Ap p le iTu ne s sees b i l l i ont h  d ow nl o ad  

An Am erican teenager m ade ______________________ m usic hist ory  

yest erday  when he downloaded t he billiont h song from  t he Apple iTunes m usic 

st ore. The ________________ 16-year-old spent  99 cent s t o purchase a digital 

version of Speed of Sound by Br it ish rockers Coldplay . The t rackÕs t it le seem s an 

appropr iat e rem inder of ______________________ at  which innovat ions in t he 

indust ry are m ov ing. AppleÕs online st ore has only been in operat ion for t hree 

years and t o sell a billion songs in t hat  t im e is ____________________ 

phenom enal. At  t he t urn of the m illennium , barely a soul would have known 

what  an m p3 was and iPods were yet  t o m ake ____________________ on 

digit al cult ure. By cont rast , sales of m ore t radit ional form at s such as CDs have 

___________ in m any  part s of t he world. 

The teenage record m aker , Alex Ost rovsky  from  Michigan, ___________ a bag 

of digital goodies t o ____________________. A representat ive f rom  Apple 

phoned Alex in t he wee hours of t he m orning t o congrat ulate him  and tell him  

he was soon to receive an iMac com puter, 10 iPods and a $10,000 gift  card for  

the iTunes st ore. He _____________________ it  was a __________ and was 

about  t o give him  a piece of his m ind. Alex  said:  " I  was really skept ical. I  didn't  

even know t here was a com pet it ion. But  t he guy knew t he details of m y m um 's 

credit  card.Ó Apple CEO St eve Jobs was _________ happy. He said t he billiont h 

download represented "a m ajor force against  _______________ and t he fut ure 

of m usic dist r ibut ion as we m ove from  CDs to t he I nternet " . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEAR CH :  Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôm u sicÕ and Ôh ist o r y Õ. 

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒMU SI CÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  music and music players. 

• Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
• Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
• Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• history 

• version 

• pace 

• short  

• barely 

• cont rast  

• scored 

• wee 

• init ially  

• m ind 

• equally 

• force 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  do you think of digital m usic? 
c. Have you ever downloaded m usic? 
d. Are you surprised one billion songs have been downloaded from  

AppleÕs iTunes? 
e. Can you see any negat ive points about  downloading m usic? 
f. What  do your parents think about digital m usic and iPods, etc? 
g. Would you like to m ake a lit t le piece of history? I n what? 
h. How im portant  is m usic in your life? 
i. How have your m usical tastes changed over the years? 
j . Do all of your fr iends have iPods or sim ilar m usic players? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. How do you think m p3s and music downloads have changed m usic? 
d. Do you prefer browsing for m usic online or in real stores? 
e. What  do you think of downloading m usic without  paying for it? 
f. What  punishm ent  do you think should be given to people who 

illegally download m usic? 
g. Do you think thereÕs a legal difference between downloading a song 

without paying for it  and recording a song off the radio? 
h. Do you think CDs and casset te tapes will die out  soon? 
i. Have you ever given som eone a piece of your m ind? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

MU SI C DI ARY:  Com plete the follow ing m usic diary about  t he best  m usic to list en 
to at  the t im es list ed in t he left  hand colum n. 

  

To wake up to in the 
m orning 

 

I n the shower  

I n the car  /  on t he 
bus to work /  school 

 

Luncht im e  

When youÕre really  
bored at  school /  work 

 

After  work /  school  

To fall asleep to at  
night  

 

 

Talk to each other  about  your  diary. 

How m any people can you f ind who have sim ilar  m usical d iaries to you or whose m usical 
schedule you would like to follow? 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find inform at ion about  m usic 
downloads and piracy. Share your  f indings with your class in the next 
lesson. Did you all f ind out  sim ilar things? 

3 . LYRI CS:  Make a poster about  the lyrics of your favorite song. 
Explain what  they mean and how they m ake you feel. Show your poster 
to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which other songs did you like the 
lyrics to? 

4 . MU SI CAL  FUTURE:  Write an essay describing the future of m usic. 
I nclude sect ions on how and where weÕll be buying it , and the different  
ways it  will interact  with our lives. Read what  you wrote to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did everyone write about  sim ilar things? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. F e. T f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. unsuspect ing innocent  

b. breat hless rapid 

c. phenom enal stagger ing 

d. soul person  

e. ubiquitous ever-present   

f. scored won  

g. wee ear ly   

h. prankster j oker  

i. skept ical dubious  

j . ma j or considerable  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. An Ame rican teenager m ade  a lit t le piece of m usic hist ory 

b. the breat hless pace at  which  innovat ions in the indust ry are m oving  

c. barely a soul would have known  what  an mp 3 was  

d. iPods were yet  to ma ke t heir   ubiquitous m ark in digital culture  

e. sales of  m ore t radit ional form ats  such as CDs have halved  

f. scored a bag of digit al goodies to  ma rk t he mi lest one  

g. Apple phoned Alex in t he wee  hours of t he mo rning  

h. He init ially  presume d  it  was a prankster  

i. give him a piece  of his m ind  

j . t he bill iont h download represented  a m ajor  force against  m usic piracy  

GAP FI LL:  

Ap p le iTu n es  sees  b i l l i o n t h  do w n lo ad  

An Ame rican teenager  m ade a lit t le p iece  of m usic history yesterday when he downloaded the 
bill iont h song from the Apple iTunes mu sic store. The u n su sp ect in g  16-year- old spent  99 cents 
to purchase a digital version of Speed of Sound by Br it ish r o ck er s  Coldplay.  The t rackÕs t it le 
seems  an appropr iate r em i n d e r  of  the breat hless pace at  which innovat ions in t he indust ry  are 
mo v ing. AppleÕs online store has only been in o p er a t i on  for t hree years and t o sell a billion songs 
in t hat  t ime  is not hing sh o r t  of  phenome nal. At  the turn of the mi llennium,  b a r e l y  a soul would 
have known what  an m p3 was and iPods were yet  to ma ke t heir  ubiquitous ma rk on digital 
culture. By con t r as t , sales of m ore t radit ional forma ts such as CDs have halved in m any parts of  
the wor ld. 

The teenage record ma ker, Alex Ost rovsky from Michigan, scor e d  a bag of digital goodies to m ark  
the mi lest one. A represent at ive from Apple p h on e d  Alex in the w ee hours of the m orning to 
congratulate him and tell him he was soon to receive an iMac com puter , 10 iPods and a $10,000 
gift  card for  the iTunes st ore. He init ially p r esu m ed  it  was a prankster and was about  t o give him  
a piece of  his mi nd. Alex said:  "I  was really sk ep t i ca l . I  didn't  even know t here was a 
comp et it ion. But  t he guy knew t he details of  my  m um' s credit  card.Ó Apple CEO Steve Jobs was 
eq u a l l y  happy . He said the bill iont h download represented "a m ajor f o r ce  against  m usic piracy  
and the future of m usic dist r ibut ion as we m o v e from  CDs to the I nternet " . 


