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THE ARTICLE 

World’s first spaceport announced 

The age of space tourism  cam e a step closer yesterday with the 

announcem ent  of plans to build the worldÕs first  spaceport . The 

com pany Space Adventures Ltd. announced in a press release it s plans 

to develop a com mercial spaceport  in the United Arab Em irates. This 

will be the first  of m any locat ions. Other possible sites for spaceports 

include Singapore and various secret  locat ions in North Am erica. The 

init ial point  of departure for a holiday in the heavens looks like being 

the cit y of Ras-Al-Khaim ah, an hour by car from  Dubai. The Sheikh 

there has put  his full financial and polit ical backing behind the 

am bit ious project . 

The press report  states that  the Òtotal est im ated cost  of the global 

spaceport  developm ent  project  is at  least  US$265 millionÓ. Space 

Adventures Ltd. and a team of UAE financiers will provide the funds. 

The UAEÕs civ il aviat ion authorit ies have already given their green light  

for spaceflights to operate in their airspace. Crown Prince Sheikh Saud 

Bin Saqr Al Qasim i of Ras Al-Khaim ah expressed pride in his city 

host ing Òthe site where suborbital comm ercial space t ravel will begin 

and flourishÓ. He added:  ÒWe are m ost  excited about  spearheading this 

m ult i-billion dollar indust ry.Ó 

Source:  ht tp: / / www.spaceadventures.com / m edia/ releases/ 2006-02/ 347 
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WARM-UPS 

1. ON THE DOORSTEP: I n pairs /  groups, talk about  what  life would be like 
to have the worldÕs first  spaceport  on your doorstep. Would you welcom e it? Writ e down 
five t hings you would or would not  welcom e. Share these t hings wit h your part ner( s) .  
Change part ners oft en. 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Space t ourism  /  st eps /  plans /  adventures /  t he UAE /  Singapore /  t he heavens /  
Dubai /  funds /  civil aviat ion /  green light s /  pride /  m ult i- b ill ion dollar  indust ries 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3. AT THE SPACEPORT: You are at  the spaceport , wait ing for your t en-day 
holiday in space. Talk to the passenger next  t o you about  your t rip. What  do you want  t o 
do? Do you have to buy m any souvenirs? What  do you want  to take photos of? Ask each 
other the norm al holiday- in- space quest ions. 

4. SPACE HEADLINES: Talk about  these ÒheadlinesÓ of the future. Do you 
think any of them  could com e t rue? Tell each other  the stories behind the headlines. 

¥ The U.K.  m oves into space 
¥ First  space war star ts 
¥ Space overcrowding a problem  
¥ The last  hum an leaves Earth 

¥ Wor ldÕs first  MarsPort  announced 
¥ Tour ists lost  in space 
¥ UAE capit al relocates to the m oon 
¥ Budget- space- rocket  d isaster 

5. TWO-MINUTE DEBATES: Face your part ner and have these fun debates.  
Students A st rongly believe in t he f irst  argum ent ;  Students B, the second. Change 
part ners oft en. 

a. The UAE is a poor choice for the spaceport .  Vs.  The UAE is a great  choice. 
b. Space t ravel is st ill too dangerous.  Vs.  Crossing the road is dangerous. 
c.  Money should be spent  on m edicines.  Vs.  Space t ravel will benefit  m edicine. 
d. Space t ravel m eans m ore pollut ion. Vs. We can put  our waste in space bins. 
e.  People were not  m eant  to go into space.  Vs.  Hum ans are great  t ravelers. 
f.  One day weÕll all have to live in space. Vs. The eart h w ill always support  us. 
g. Space t ravel w ill be a m aj or  indust ry.  Vs.  I t  w ill be a sm all m arket  only . 
h.  All hum ans should go into space once.  Vs.  No hum ans should ever  leave Earth. 

6. TOURISM: Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w it h t he word Òtourism Ó. Share your words with your partner(s)  and talk about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Dubai will be t he worldÕs f irst  port  to accept  goods from  space. T /  F 

b. A cit y in t he UAE has been chosen as t he wor ldÕs first  spaceport . T /  F 

c. Anyone can go t o heaven if t hey book a space t our. T /  F 

d. A Middle-Eastern sheikh has f inancially backed t he am bit ious project . T /  F 

e. The cost  of t he project  is est im at ed t o be US$265 m illion. T /  F 

f.  UAE aut horit ies have given t he green light  for flight s in t heir airspace. T /  F 

g. A UAE sheikh has expressed pride in his cit y  host ing suborbit al t ravel. T /  F 

h. The project  w ill be a m ult i- t r illion dollar one for t he UAE. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. age several 
b. announcem ent  delight  
c. com m ercial vent ure 
d. var ious support  
e. back ing go-ahead 
f. project  statem ent  
g. f inanciers pioneer ing 
h. green light  era 
i.  pr ide invest ors 
j .  spearheading pr ivat e enterpr ise 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. The age of space tour ism   of m any locat ions 

b. the announcem ent  of plans t o  this m ult i- billion dollar indust ry 

c. the first   back ing behind the am bit ious project  

d. The in it ial point  of departure for  will provide the funds 

e. put  his full financial and polit ical  already given their  green light  

f.  the total  cam e a step closer yesterday 

g. a t eam  of UAE financiers  and flour ish 

h. civil aviat ion authorit ies have  est im ated cost  

i.  com m ercial space t ravel will begin  build t he wor ldÕs first  spaceport  

j .  excit ed about  spearheading  a holiday in t he heavens 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

World’s first spaceport announced 

The _________ of space t our ism  cam e a st ep closer yesterday  

wit h t he announcem ent  of _________ t o build t he wor ldÕs f irst  

spaceport . The com pany  Space Advent ures Ltd. announced in  

a press release it s plans t o _________ a com m ercial 

spaceport  in t he United Arab Em irates.  This w ill be t he 

_________ of m any locat ions. Ot her possible sit es for  

spaceport s include Singapore and _________ secret  locat ions 

in Nort h Am er ica. The init ial _________ of depar t ure for a 

holiday in t he _________ looks like being the cit y of Ras-Al-

Khaim ah, an hour by  car from  Dubai.  The Sheikh t here has 

put  his full f inancial and polit ical _________ behind t he 

am bit ious project . 

 

 var ious 

plans 

heavens 

age 

first  

backing 

point  

develop 

The press repor t  states t hat  t he Òt ot al _________ cost  of  t he 

global spaceport  developm ent  project  is at  _________ 

US$265 m illionÓ. Space Advent ures Ltd. and a team  of UAE 

_________ will prov ide t he funds. The UAEÕs civ il av iat ion 

aut hor it ies have already given t heir green _________ for  

spacef light s t o operat e in t heir _________. Crown Pr ince 

Sheikh Saud Bin Saqr Al Qasim i of Ras Al-Khaim ah _________ 

pr ide in his cit y  host ing Òt he site where suborbit al com m ercial 

space t ravel w ill begin and _________Ó. He added:  ÒWe are 

m ost  excit ed about  spearheading t his _________-billion dollar  

indust ry.Ó 

 flour ish 

financiers 

airspace 

light  

est im ated 

m ult i 

expressed 

least  
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

World’s first spaceport announced 

The _____ of space tourism  cam e a step closer yesterday wit h t he 

_______________ of  plans t o build t he wor ldÕs f irst  spaceport .  The com pany  

Space Advent ures Lt d.  announced in a press release it s plans t o develop a 

____________ spaceport  in t he United Arab Em irat es. This w ill be t he f irst  of  

m any locat ions. Ot her possible sites for  spaceport s include Singapore and 

__________ secret  locat ions in Nort h Am erica. The init ial point  of __________ 

for a holiday in the heavens looks like being the cit y of Ras-Al-Khaim ah, an hour  

by car f rom  Dubai. The Sheikh t here has put  his _____ f inancial and polit ical 

__________ behind t he am bit ious project .  

The press report  stat es t hat  t he Òt otal __________ cost  of t he global spaceport  

developm ent  project  is at  least  US$265 m illionÓ. Space Advent ures Ltd. and a 

team  of UAE __________ w ill prov ide t he _______. The UAEÕs civ il av iat ion 

aut hor it ies have already given t heir green light   for spaceflight s t o operat e in 

their ___________. Crown Pr ince Sheikh Saud Bin Saqr Al Qasim i of Ras Al-

Khaim ah expressed pr ide in his cit y host ing Òt he site where suborbit al 

com m ercial space t ravel will begin and _________Ó. He added:  ÒWe are m ost  

excited about  spearheading t his m ult i-billion dollar indust ry.Ó 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘green’ and ‘light’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “SPACEPORT” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups,  write 
down quest ions about  spaceports and space tourism . 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ age 

¥ plans 

¥ various 

¥ heavens 

¥ car 

¥ behind 

¥ est im ated 

¥ team  

¥ green light  

¥ pride 

¥ flourish 

¥ excited 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. Do you think spaceports will be a large part  of peopleÕs lives in the 

future? 
c. What  environm ental problem s do you think will com e with 

spaceports? 
d. Would you like to go up in space? 
e. Do you think the average person will be able to afford space t ravel? 
f. What  do you think of the choice of the UAE as the locat ion for the 

first  spaceport? 
g. How different  do you think a spaceport  will be from  an airport? 
h. What  k ind of t raining do you think people will need to go into 

space? 
i. Do you think space tourism  will be a big indust ry? 
j . Would you like to live near a spaceport? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. What  do you think people can do on a t rip into space? 
d. What  do you think would be the best  and worst  things about  space 

t ravel? 
e. What  k ind of present  would you want  from  som ebody who went up 

into the heavens? 
f. Would you like to work as a flight  at tendant  on space flights? 
g. Do you think space t ravel would change you? 
h. When do you think there will be resorts on the m oon? 
i. Do you think science fict ion always comes t rue? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

SPACEPORT: I n pairs /  groups, talk about  the pros and cons of a spaceport  being 
built  on the edge of your t own.  Use the it em s in the left  hand colum n to help your 
conversat ions. 

 PROS CONS 

Noise   

Jobs   

Being a world- fam ous 
town 

  

Tour ism   

House prices   

Roads and t ransport    

Your idea 

________________ 

 

  

Change part ners /  groups.  Tell each other  what  your  previous par tner( s)  said. 

Decide whether  you would be in favor or  against  a spaceport  in your  town. 



WorldÕs first  spaceport  announced Ð 19 February , 2006 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
10 

HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find inform at ion about  the Ras-
Al-Khaim ah Spaceport . Share your f indings with your class in the next  
lesson. Did you all f ind out  sim ilar things? 

3. MY DOORSTEP: Make a poster  showing the pros and cons of a 
spaceport  being built  on your doorstep. Show your poster to your 
partner(s)  in your next  class. Did you all include sim ilar pros and cons? 

4. NEWS REPORT: You are at  RAKI S (Ras-Al-Khaim ah I ntergalact ic 
Spaceport )  for the very f irst  space flight . Write a news report  of what  you 
witnessed. Which VI Ps were there? What  events were there? Read what 
you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did everyone write 
about  sim ilar things? 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. age era 

b. announceme nt  statem ent  

c. comm ercial pr ivate enterpr ise  

d. var ious several  

e. backing support   

f. project  vent ure  

g. financiers invest ors  

h. green light  go- ahead  

i. pr ide delight   

j . spearheading pioneer ing  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The age of space t our ism  came  a step closer  yesterday 

b. the announceme nt  of  plans t o  build t he worldÕs f irst  spaceport  

c. the fir st   of ma ny locat ions  

d. The init ial point  of depart ure for   a holiday in t he heavens  

e. put  his full financial and polit ical  backing behind t he am bit ious project   

f. t he t otal  est im ated cost   

g. a team of UAE f inanciers  will provide t he funds  

h. civ il av iat ion aut hor it ies have  already given t heir  green light   

i. comm ercial space t ravel will begin  and flour ish  

j . excited about  spearheading  this m ult i-bill ion dollar  indust ry  

GAP FILL: 

World’s first spaceport announced 

The age of space t our ism cam e a step closer yesterday wit h t he announceme nt  of plans t o build 
the wor ldÕs fir st  spaceport . The comp any Space Advent ures Ltd. announced in a press release it s 
plans t o develop a comm ercial spaceport  in the United Arab Emi rates. This w ill be the first of  
ma ny locat ions. Other possible sites for spaceports include Singapore and various secret  locat ions 
in Nort h Am erica. The init ial point of  depart ure for  a holiday in t he heavens looks like being the 
cit y of Ras- Al-Khaima h, an hour by car from Dubai. The Sheikh t here has put  his full financial and 
polit ical backing behind the amb it ious project . 

The press report  states that  the Òtot al estimated cost  of the global spaceport  developm ent  
project  is at  least US$265 mi llionÓ. Space Adventures Ltd. and a team of UAE financiers will 
prov ide t he funds. The UAEÕs civ il aviat ion aut hor it ies have already given t heir  green light  for  
spacef lights t o operate in their  airspace. Crown Pr ince Sheikh Saud Bin Saqr Al Qasimi  of Ras Al-
Khaim ah expressed pr ide in his cit y host ing Òthe site where suborbital com me rcial space t ravel 
will begin and flourishÓ. He added:  ÒWe are mo st  excited about  spearheading this multi-bil lion 
dollar  indust ry .Ó 


