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THE ARTICLE 

Workers in microchip implant trial 

An Am erican com pany has started test ing a new program m e aim ed at  

increasing security. Three workers from  CityWatcher.com , a com pany 

that  provides security cam era equipm ent , have volunteered to be 

elect ronically m onitored. They will have a silicon chip put  inside their 

arm s. The t iny device is the size of a grain of r ice and will send out  

radio signals. These will provide inform at ion to a cent ral m onitoring 

system  that  will give the workers access to secure areas of the 

workplace. The chips were originally designed for m edical purposes and 

rescue workers used them  after Hurricane Kat rina. 

Sean Darks, CEO of CityWatcher, said the chips were like ident it y 

cards. He said the only difference is that  they are inserted inside the 

personÕs body. He added they are very different  from  Global Posit ioning 

Satellite technology, which allows peopleÕs locat ion to be m onitored. 

Mr. Darks insisted that  they were not  dangerous and even decided to 

have a chip im planted in his own body. However, m any people are 

worried about  the issue of privacy. Many believe the technology could 

be abused and that  new laws will have to be m ade. Mr. Darks said his 

workers can always choose to have the chips rem oved. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. MICROCHIPS: Talk  about  m icrochips. List  t he t hings you have or own t hat  
contain t hem  Ð What  would life be like without  t hese th ings? List  the everyday things 
you see around you that  contain m icrochips. What  would happen if they all st opped 
working? 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Am erican com panies /  increased secur it y /  cam era equipm ent  /  silicon chips /  r ice /  
rescue workers /  I D cards /  satellit es /  im plant s /  t echnology /  privacy /  new laws 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3. MY STORY: Look at  t he words in the ÒChatÓ sect ion above and create your own 
story. Do t his with your  par tner(s) .  Use t he words t o predict  what  this lessonÕs ar t icle 
will be about . Change partners and com pare your stor ies. Who do you th ink will be 
closest  to t he real story? 

4. TRACKING: Do you t hink im plant ing m icrochips in people to t rack them  is a 
good idea? What  are t he benefits (or otherw ise)  of inser t ing chips in the following 
people? 

¥ Em ployees 
¥ President s and Prim e Ministers 
¥ People w ith crim inal records 
¥ Children  

¥ Grandm others 
¥ Doctors 
¥ Soldiers 
¥ Boyfriends /  Girlfr iends /  Par tnersÉ  

5. OPINIONS: Do you agree w it h these opinions on m icrochips? 

a.  Microchips have m ade the world a nicer p lace. 
b.  Microchips w ill be replaced by a newer and sm aller technology. 
c.  Everyone should have a m icrochip im planted in his/ her  body. 
d.  Microchip im plants will one day m ean we do not  need to carry  cash. 
e.  Microchips w ill one day create a totally  state- cont rolled societ y. 
f.  I  want  a m icrochip in m y loved ones so I  know their  whereabouts. 
g.  Microchip im plants are essent ial to t rack form er cr im inals and keep societ y  safer. 
h.  Crim inal act ivity  would increase if  people were im planted w ith m icrochips. 
i.  Societ y would m ove quicker if we were all f it t ed with m icrochips. 

6. SECURITY: Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with t he word ÒsecurityÓ. Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Workers are in court  for im plant ing m icrochips int o t heir colleagues. T /  F 

b. Staff f rom  a securit y  com pany are test ing a m icrochip t racking device. T /  F 

c. Workers have had m icrochips im planted int o t heir  arm s. T /  F 

d. The sam e chips were used aft er Hurricane Kat r ina. T /  F 

e. The chips are t he sam e size as regular  ident it y cards. T /  F 

f.  The chips work in an ident ical way to GPS t echnology . T /  F 

g. The secur it y com pany CEO agreed t o be im planted w it h a chip. T /  F 

h. Many people are worr ied t he chips m ay be abused. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. aim ed at  concerned 
b. m onit ored I D 
c. send out  whereabouts 
d. access reasons 
e. purposes im planted 
f. ident it y opt  
g. insert ed designed t o 
h. locat ion observed 
i.  worr ied em it  
j .  choose ent ry 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. test ing a new program m e aim ed  elect ronically  m onitored 

b. a com pany t hat  prov ides  the issue of pr ivacy 

c. volunteered to be  designed for  m edical purposes 

d. The t iny dev ice is t he size  secur it y  cam era equipm ent  

e. The chips were originally   peopleÕs locat ion to be m onitored 

f.  they are inser ted  could be abused 

g. technology which allows  at  increasing security 

h. m any people are worr ied about   of a grain of rice 

i.  the technology  to have t he chips rem oved 

j .  his workers can always choose  inside the personÕs body 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Workers in microchip implant trial 

An Am erican com pany has started ________ a new 

program m e aim ed at  increasing secur it y . Three workers from  

CityWat cher .com , a com pany t hat  prov ides ________ cam era 

equipm ent , have ________ t o be elect ronically m onit ored. 

They w ill have a silicon chip put  inside t heir  arm s. The t iny  

________ is t he size of a grain of ________ and will send out  

radio signals. These w ill provide inform at ion to a ________ 

m onit or ing system  t hat  w ill give t he workers ________ t o 

secure areas of  t he workplace. The chips were or iginally  

designed for m edical purposes and ________ workers used 

them  after Hurr icane Kat r ina. 

 

 cent ral 

dev ice 

securit y 

rescue 

test ing 

r ice 

access 

volunteered 

Sean Darks, ________ of CityWat cher , said t he chips were 

like ________ cards. He said t he only difference is t hat  t hey  

are ________ inside t he personÕs body . He added t hey are 

very different  f rom  Global Posit ioning Satellite t echnology , 

which allows peopleÕs ________ t o be m onitored. Mr . Dark s 

insisted t hat  t hey were not  dangerous and even decided t o 

have a chip ________ in his own body . However,  m any  people 

are worr ied about  t he issue of  ________. Many believe t he 

technology could be ________ and t hat  new laws will have t o 

be m ade. Mr . Darks said his workers can always ________ t o 

have t he chips rem oved. 

 insert ed 

im planted 

abused 

CEO 

pr ivacy 

choose 

ident it y 

locat ion 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Workers in microchip implant trial 

An Am erican com pany has started ________ a new program m e aim ed at  

increasing securit y . Three workers from  CityWat cher.com , a com pany t hat  

________ securit y cam era equipm ent , have volunteered t o be elect ronically  

m onit ored. They w ill have a ________ chip put  inside t heir arm s. The t iny  

dev ice is t he size of a grain of r ice and w ill ___________ radio signals. These 

will prov ide inform at ion to a ________ m onit or ing system  t hat  w ill give t he 

workers access t o secure areas of the workplace. The chips were originally  

________ for m edical purposes and rescue workers used t hem  after Hurr icane 

Kat r ina. 

Sean Darks, CEO of Cit yWat cher , said t he chips were like ________ cards. He 

said the only difference is that  they are ________ inside t he personÕs body. He 

added t hey  are very  different  from  Global Posit ioning Satellite technology, which 

allows peopleÕs ________ t o be m onitored. Mr . Darks insisted t hat  t hey  were 

not  dangerous and even decided t o have a chip ________ in his own body . 

However , m any people are worried about  t he issue of ________. Many believe 

the technology could be abused and t hat  new laws w ill have to be m ade. Mr . 

Darks said his workers can always choose t o have t he chips ________. 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘silicon’ and ‘chip’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “MICROCHIP” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  m icrochips, securit y and privacy. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ aim ed 

¥ cam era 

¥ m onitored 

¥ grain 

¥ access 

¥ m edical 

¥ ident it y 

¥ body 

¥ locat ion 

¥ decided 

¥ issue 

¥ choose 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  would life be like without m icrochips? 
c. What  are m icrochips? 
d. How m any m icrochips do you think are around you right  now? 
e. Do you think the world is a bet ter place because of m icrochips? 
f. What  do you think of the idea of having m icrochips im planted in 

your body? 
g. What  dangers do you see in put t ing m icrochips in peopleÕs bodies? 
h. What  laws do you think should be m ade to protect  people from  

abuses of m icrochip im plants? 
i. Do you think itÕs a good idea to im plant  children with m icrochips so 

parents can keep t rack of them ? 
j . Can you see a future in which everyone m ust  have a m icrochip 

im planted into his/ her body? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you think the CityWatcher.com  schem e is a good one? 
d. Would you volunteer to take part  in such a schem e? 
e. Would you prefer to have a m icrochip im plant  instead of carry ing a 

wallet? 
f. Microchip im plants in the future could create a cashless, cardless, 

keyless society. What do you think of this? 
g. Microchip im plants could be m obile phones and storage for personal 

inform at ion, photos, m ovies and m usic. What  do you think of this? 
h. What  would you think if your governm ent  asked everyone to have a 

m icrochip im planted in his or her body? 
i. Do you think governm ents m ight  m isuse m icrochip im plants? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

IMPLANTS: I n pairs /  groups, talk about  the usefulness of having a m icrochip 
im planted in your body. Do you think there are m ore pros or cons in the following 
cases? 

 PROS CONS 

Tracking peopleÕs 
whereabouts 

  

Societ yÕs safet y   

No need for  keys   

Perm anent  storage for  
digital data ( info,  
photos,  songsÉ )  

  

On- the-spot  
inform at ion for  
m edics in 
em ergencies 

  

Traffic safet y   

Easier  shopping 

 

 

  

Change part ners /  groups.  Tell each other  what  your  previous par tner( s)  said. 

Decide whether  you are in favor or against  im plant ing all m em bers of societ y. 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find inform at ion about 
m icrochip im plants. Share your f indings with your class in the next  
lesson. Did you all f ind out  sim ilar things? 

3. PRIVACY: Write the new United Nat ions Rule on Microchip 
I m plants. Include in it  what can and cannot  be stored on m icrochips 
im planted into peopleÕs bodies and for  what  purposes the chips can be 
used. Show your rules to your  partner(s)  in your next  class. Did you all 
write about sim ilar things? 

4. MY CHIP: Your governm ent has im planted a m icrochip in your body. 
You donÕt  know the real reasons why. Write a let ter to your governm ent 
explaining your thoughts. Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Did everyone write about sim ilar things? 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. T d. T e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. aim ed at  designed t o 

b. mo nit ored observed  

c. send out  emi t   

d. access ent ry  

e. purposes reasons  

f. ident it y I D  

g. inserted imp lanted  

h. locat ion whereabout s  

i. worr ied concerned  

j . choose opt   

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. test ing a new program me  aim ed  at  increasing secur it y 

b. a com pany t hat  provides  secur it y  came ra equipme nt  

c. volunteered t o be  elect ronically mo nit ored  

d. The t iny  dev ice is the size  of a grain of r ice  

e. The chips were or iginally  designed for  me dical purposes  

f. t hey are inserted  inside the personÕs body 

g. technology  which allows  peopleÕs locat ion t o be m onitored  

h. ma ny people are worr ied about   the issue of pr ivacy  

i. t he technology   could be abused  

j . his workers can always choose  to have the chips rem oved  

GAP FILL: 

Workers in microchip implant trial 

An Ame rican com pany has st arted testing a new program me  aime d at  increasing secur it y . Three 
workers from Cit yWatcher .com,  a com pany that  provides security came ra equipme nt , have 
volunteered t o be elect ronically m onit ored. They will have a silicon chip put  inside t heir  arms . 
The t iny device is the size of a grain of rice and will send out  radio signals. These will prov ide 
inform at ion to a central m onitor ing system  that  will give t he workers access t o secure areas of  
the workplace. The chips were or iginally designed for  me dical purposes and rescue workers used 
them after Hurr icane Kat r ina. 

Sean Darks, CEO of Cit yWatcher , said the chips were like identity cards. He said the only  
difference is that  they are inserted inside the personÕs body . He added they are very different  
from  Global Posit ioning Satellit e technology , which allows peopleÕs location t o be m onitored. Mr .  
Darks insisted that  they were not  dangerous and even decided to have a chip implanted in his 
own body. However, ma ny people are worr ied about  the issue of privacy. Many believe the 
technology could be abused and that  new laws will have to be m ade. Mr . Darks said his workers 
can always choose t o have t he chips remo ved. 


