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THE ARTICLE 

Britney Spears admits baby driving mistake 

Pop singer Britney Spears has hit  the headlines for the wrong reasons 

again, this t im e for driv ing her SUV with her four-m onth-old son seated 

on her lap. While she has adm it ted how reckless and dum b her act ions 

were, she has apport ioned a considerable am ount  of blam e on the 

paparazzi.  She said the celebrit y-obsessed photographers hound her  to 

the extent  that  she feels she is constant ly escaping their at tent ions. Ms 

Spears claim ed she inst inct ively put  her son between her and the 

steering wheel in an at tem pt  to avoid a wait ing ÒpackÓ of ÒaggressiveÓ 

cam eram en. The media agency that  took the pics rebut ted her claim s, 

saying:  ÒThese pictures were taken in a very peaceful context , in which 

photographers exhibited no aggressive behavior.Ó 

Spears m ay face prosecut ion for v iolat ing t raff ic safety laws. California 

regulat ions require children to be secured in a child-safety seat  unt il 

they are at  least  6 years old or weigh 27 kg. A police spokesperson 

said Ms. Spears would have been fully aware of the legalit ies and 

repercussions of her recklessness. He said a deputy sheriff had already 

paid a v isit  to SpearsÕ Malibu hom e at  the request  of the Los Angeles 

Departm ent  of Children and Fam ily services, who are apparent ly up in 

arm s at  the irresponsible and Òdownright  dangerousÓ exam ple set  by 

the singer. They said it  is quite rout ine to report  incidents where a child 

has been endangered due to a failure to properly rest rain them  in a 

car. The m at ter is now pending with the LA Police Department . 
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WARM-UPS 

1. CELEBRITIES: Writ e down the nam e of som e celebrit ies who have broken 
the law. Talk about  t hese in pairs /  groups. What  punishm ent  did they receive? Was it  
the sam e as a Ònorm alÓ person would get? Do you th ink fam ous people get  t reated 
different ly  under the law? 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Pop singers /  headlines /  SUVs /  reck lessness /  paparazzi /  st eer ing wheels /  photos 
/  t raff ic safet y  laws /  child car  seat s /  sher if fs /  Los Angeles /  set t ing good exam ples 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3. CAR SAFETY: Which of these points are subject  to t raffic laws in your  
count ry? Would you like to see any of them  t ightened up? 

¥ Child seat s 
¥ Children sit t ing in the front  
¥ Sm oking in a car  and children 
¥ Speed and children 

¥ St ickers to warn other drivers 
¥ The num ber of children in a car 
¥ Seat  belt s 
¥ Other 

4. OPINIONS: Do you agree w it h these opinions on celebrit ies and the law? 

a.  Celebrit ies should be t reated exact ly  t he sam e as everyone else under the law. 

b.  Celebrit ies have a dut y  to set  a good exam ple to others. 

c.  Fam ous people are under different  pressures and should be t reated different ly. 

d.  Too m any celebrit ies get  away w it h crim es because they are r ich and fam ous. 

e.  Celebrity  lawbreakers should get  b igger punishm ents to set  an exam ple. 

f.  Fam ous people should work to encourage us to keep t o the law. 

g.  Brit ney Spears had no excuse t o break the law  by put t ing her son on her lap. 

5. HEADLINES: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w it h t he word ÒheadlinesÓ. Share your words w it h your part ner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6. HOUNDED: You are a fam ous star. Everyone in the st reet  recognizes you. The 
paparazzi constant ly follow you and photograph your every m ove. Talk to the other  
ÒstarsÓ in the class about  being fam ous. What  do you th ink of the paparazzi? I n what  
ways is your  life not  norm al? 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Br it ney Spears allowed her baby son t o steer her car at  80 kph. T /  F 

b. Ms. Spears has adm it t ed her act ions were reck less and dum b. T /  F 

c. Ms. Spears said she was afraid of a hound owned by a phot ographer . T /  F 

d. A phot o agency said it  t ook  pics of  Ms. Spears in a peaceful m anner . T /  F 

e. I n California, children up t o t he age of  six m ust  use child seat s in cars. T /  F 

f.  Los Angeles police v isit ed Ms. Spears at  her  hom e after  t he incident . T /  F 

g. A fam ily group has called Ms. SpearsÕ act ions Òupr ight  dangerousÓ. T /  F 

h. The LA Police Departm ent  said t he m at ter is now fully resolved. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. reckless flout ing 
b. hound repudiated 
c. inst inct ively await ing act ion 
d. rebut ted dem onst rat ed 
e. exhibited thoroughly 
f.  v iolat ing foolhardy 
g. repercussions int uit ively 
h. up in arm s consequences 
i.  downr ight  harry 
j .  pending angry 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. hit  t he headlines  of her recklessness 

b. she has adm it ted how reck less  no aggressive behavior 

c. apport ioned a considerable  of aggressive cam eram en 

d. avoid a wait ing pack  a v isit  t o SpearsÕ Malibu hom e 

e. phot ographers exhibit ed  wit h t he LA Police Departm ent  

f.  Spears m ay face prosecut ion  am ount  of blam e on t he paparazzi 

g. the legalit ies and repercussions for  t he wrong reasons again 

h. a deputy sher iff had already paid  arm s at É  

i.  up in  and dum b her act ions were 

j .  The m at ter  is now pending  for violat ing t raffic safet y laws 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Britney Spears admits baby driving mistake 

Pop singer Br it ney  Spears has hit  t he ________ for  t he wrong 

reasons again, t his t im e for dr iv ing her SUV wit h her four-

m ont h-old son seated on her ________. While she has 

adm it t ed how reck less and ________ her  act ions were, she 

has ________ a considerable am ount  of blam e on t he 

paparazzi. She said t he celebrit y-obsessed phot ographers 

hound her  t o t he ________ t hat  she feels she is constant ly  

escaping t heir ________. Ms. Spears claim ed she inst inct ively  

put  her son bet ween her and t he steer ing wheel in an at tem pt  

to avoid a wait ing Ò________Ó of ÒaggressiveÓ cam eram en. 

The m edia agency  t hat  t ook t he pics rebut ted her claim s, 

saying:  ÒThese pict ures were taken in a very peaceful 

________, in which photographers exhibited no aggressive 

behav ior .Ó 

 

 extent  

dum b 

context  

apport ioned 

headlines 

at tent ions 

lap 

pack 

Spears m ay face prosecut ion for ________ t raff ic safety laws. 

California regulat ions require children t o be ________ in a 

child- safety seat  unt il t hey are at  least  6 years old or weigh 27 

kg. A police spokesperson said Ms. Spears would have been 

fully ________ of t he legalit ies and repercussions of her  

recklessness. He said a deputy sher iff had already ________ a 

v isit  to SpearsÕ Malibu hom e at  t he request  of  t he Los Angeles 

Depart m ent  of Children and Fam ily serv ices, who are 

________ up in arm s at  the ir responsible and Òdownright  

dangerousÓ exam ple set  by t he singer . They said it  is quit e 

________ t o report  incident s where a child has been 

endangered due to a failure t o properly  ________ t hem  in a 

car . The m at ter is now ________ w ith t he LA Police 

Depart m ent . 

 paid 

rout ine 

secured 

pending 

apparent ly 

v iolat ing 

rest rain 

aware 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Britney Spears admits baby driving mistake 

Pop singer  Brit ney Spears has hit  t he headlines for t he wrong reasons again,  

this t im e for  driv ing her SUV w it h her four-m ont h-old son ________ on her lap.  

While she has adm it ted how reckless and _____ her act ions were, she has 

______________ a considerable am ount  of blam e on t he paparazzi. She said 

the celebr it y -obsessed phot ographers _______ her t o t he ex tent  t hat  she feels 

she is constant ly  escaping t heir at tent ions. Ms Spears claim ed she inst inct ively  

put  her son between her and t he st eering wheel in an at tem pt  t o _______ a 

wait ing ÒpackÓ of ÒaggressiveÓ cam eram en. The m edia agency that  took t he pics 

__________ her claim s, say ing:  ÒThese pict ures were taken in a very peaceful 

context , in which phot ographers __________ no aggressive behav ior .Ó 

Spears m ay face prosecut ion for __________ t raff ic safety laws. California 

regulat ions require children t o be __________ in a child- safety seat  unt il t hey  

are at  least  6 years old or weigh 27 kg. A police spokesperson said Ms. Spears 

would have been fully aware of t he __________ and repercussions of her 

recklessness. He said a deput y sher iff had already paid a v isit  t o SpearsÕ Malibu 

hom e at  the request  of t he Los Angeles Depart m ent  of Children and Fam ily  

services, who are __________ up in arm s at  the irresponsible and Ò__________ 

dangerousÓ exam ple set  by t he singer. They said it  is quite rout ine t o report  

incident s where a child has been endangered due t o a failure to proper ly  

_______ t hem  in a car.  The m at ter is now ___________ w it h t he LA Police 

Depart m ent . 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘matter’ and ‘pending’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “CHILD SEAT” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  holidays and sick days. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ hit   

¥ reckless  

¥ am ount  

¥ hound 

¥ pack 

¥ peaceful 

¥ face 

¥ aware 

¥ paid 

¥ arm s 

¥ downright  

¥ pending 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. Do you like Britney Spears? 
c. What  do you think of celebrit ies who break the law? 
d. What  are the laws regarding child safety and cars in your count ry? 
e. Do you think the laws should be st r icter? 
f. What  punishm ent  do you think Britney Spears should receive? 
g. What  punishm ent  should people receive if children are injured or 

k illed because they are not  in child seats in an accident? 
h. What  do you think of the paparazzi? 
i. Do you think the photographers are to blam e in any way in this 

story? 
j . Do you think celebrit ies should show m ore pat ience with the m edia? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Would you like to be very fam ous and be followed by 

photographers? 
d. Do you think child safety seats are essent ial every t im e? 
e. Do you think it  is r ight  for stars and celebrit ies to get  preferent ial 

t reatm ent  under the law? 
f. What  other laws would you like to see passed to protect  children in 

cars? 
g. Do you think cars should be autom at ically f it ted with seats to 

protect  children? 
h. Do you think it  is becoming safer or m ore dangerous to drive a car? 
i. Do you think you would have acted sim ilarly if you were Britney 

Spears? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

CHILD SAFETY: I n pairs /  groups, t hink of new laws to m ake it  safer for children 
to be in cars. Create t he penalt ies for  people breaking t hese laws. 

 LAW PENALTY 

Child seat s   

Children sit t ing in the 
front  

  

Sm oking in a car  and 
children 

  

Speed and children   

St ickers to warn other 
drivers 

  

The num ber of children 
in a car 

  

Seat  belt s   

Change par tners /  groups. Tell each other your laws and penalt ies. Give each other  
feedback on them . 

Return to your  orig inal partner( s)  and share what  you heard from  your ear lier  
part ner( s) . 

Conduct  a class survey to f ind out  what  t he m ost  com m on laws and penalt ies were. 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the Internet  and find inform at ion on previous 
occasions on which Britney Spears has hit  the headlines. Share your 
f indings with your class in the next  lesson. Did you all f ind out  sim ilar 
things? 

3. SURVEY: Conduct  your own Òchild seatÓ survey am ong your fam ily 
and fr iends. Report  your f indings to your partner(s)  in your next  class. 
Did you all write about  sim ilar things? 

4. CAR SAFETY: Write an essay on your thoughts about  car safety 
and children. Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Did everyone write about  sim ilar things? 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. reckless foolhardy 

b. hound harry 

c. inst inct ively int uit ively 

d. rebut ted repudiated  

e. exhibited dem onst rat ed  

f. v iolat ing flout ing  

g. repercussions consequences  

h. up in arm s angry  

i. downright  thoroughly  

j . pending await ing act ion  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. hit  t he headlines  for  t he wrong reasons again 

b. she has admi t ted how reckless  and dum b her act ions were 

c. apport ioned a considerable  am ount  of blame  on t he paparazzi  

d. avoid a wait ing pack   of aggressive cam erame n  

e. photographers exhibited  no aggressive behav ior   

f. Spears m ay face prosecut ion  for  v iolat ing t raffic safety laws 

g. the legalit ies and repercussions  of her reck lessness 

h. a deputy  sher iff had already paid  a visit  t o SpearsÕ Malibu hom e  

i. up in  arm s at É  

j . The ma t ter is now pending  with the LA Police Depart me nt  

GAP FILL: 

Britney Spears admits baby driving mistake 
Pop singer Br itney Spears has hit  the headlines for the wrong reasons again, t his t ime for dr iv ing her  
SUV with her four-m ont h-old son seated on her lap.  While she has adm it ted how  reckless and dumb 
her act ions were, she has apportioned a considerable amount  of blame on the paparazzi.  She said the 
celebrit y-obsessed phot ographers hound her t o the extent that  she feels she is constant ly escaping 
their  attentions.  Ms. Spears claimed she inst inct ively put  her son between her and the steering wheel 
in an at tempt  to avoid a wait ing ÒpackÓ of ÒaggressiveÓ cameramen. The media agency that  took the 
pics rebut ted her claim s, saying:  ÒThese pictures were taken in a very peaceful context,  in which 
photographers exhibited no aggressive behavior.Ó 

Spears may  face prosecut ion for violating t raffic safety  laws. California regulat ions require children t o 
be secured in a child-safety seat  unt il they  are at  least  6 years old or weigh 27 kg. A police 
spokesperson said Ms. Spears would have been fully aware of the legalit ies and repercussions of her  
recklessness. He said a deputy sheri ff had already paid a v isit  to SpearsÕ Malibu home at  the request  of 
the Los Angeles Department  of Children and Fam ily services, who are apparently up in arms at  the 
irresponsible and Òdownright  dangerousÓ example set  by the singer. They said it  is quite routine to 
report  incident s where a child has been endangered due to a failure to properly restrain them in a car.  
The mat ter is now pending with t he LA Police Department . 


