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THE ARTICLE 

Osama bin Laden calls for a truce 

Osam a bin Laden has recorded his f irst  taped m essage to the United 

States in over a year. The recording quashes rum ors that  the worldÕs 

m ost  wanted m an had died. The US Governm ent  says it  does not  plan 

to raise it s securit y threat  levels because of the new tape, on which bin 

Laden says al-Qaeda is planning im m inent  at tacks on Western targets. 

Counter- terrorism  agents said they have seen no specif ic or credible 

intelligence or Òchat terÓ from  the I nternet  or m obile phones to indicate 

an at tack on the United States is com ing. The tape also contained a 

veiled offer of a long- term  negot iated t ruce with Am erica, which the 

White House firm ly rejected. Vice President  Dick Cheney said:  ÒWe 

don't  negot iate with terrorists. I  think you have to dest roy them .Ó 

The audiotape was released by the Qatari television network Al-

Jazeera. The fact  that  it  was just  bin LadenÕs voice and not  v ideo has 

fuelled speculat ion that  the fugit ive is seriously ill and cannot  allow 

telltale signs from  video footage to confirm  this. CI A analysts have 

verif ied the recording as bin LadenÕs voice. The tape com es just  days 

after a US missile at tack k illed four senior al-Qaeda operat ives in 

Pakistan. Security off icials are surm ising Bin LadenÕs call for a t ruce is 

in response to these killings coupled with the dilut ion in worldwide 

support  for  al-Qaeda. Bin Laden said:  ÒWe do not  m ind offering you a 

t ruce that  is fair and long- term Éso we can build I raq and 

AfghanistanÉ there is no shame in this solut ion because it  prevents 

wast ing billions of dollars.Ó 
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WARM-UPS 

1. WAR ON TERROR: I n pairs /  groups,  talk about  t he war on terror. Recall 
your earliest  recollect ions of it .  Talk about  the right s and wrongs of it .  Where do you 
think it  will go from  here? What  have the biggest  headlines been? Where were you and 
what  were you doing when these headlines were m ade? 

2. MY COUNTRY: Talk wit h your part ner(s)  about  your count ry and it s posit ion 
on t he war on terror. Do you agree with your governm entÕs policy on I raq and 
Afghanistan? What  do you want  your  governm ent  to do in the future? 

3. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Recorded m essages /  rum ors /  m ost  wanted m en /  security t hreats /  Western 
target s /  chat t er /  t ruces /  negot iat ing /  fugit ives /  m issile at tacks /  Afghanistan 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

4. BIN LADEN HEADLINES: Talk  about  the follow ing future ÒheadlinesÓ 
with your part ner( s) . Do you th ink t hey could com e t rue? Would you like them  to com e 
t rue? How would t he wor ld change were these headlines to com e t rue? 

a.  Osam a bin Laden turns him self over  to US Arm y. 
b.  Bush and bin Laden awarded Nobel Peace Prize.  
c.  George W. Bush invites Osam a bin Laden to his ranch for t ruce talks. 
d.  Osam a bin Laden dies. 
e.  Pakistan captures bin Laden. 
f.  Bin Laden t o stand t rial at  the I nternat ional Cr im inal Court . 
g.  Bin Laden becom es new Afghan president . 
h.  George W. Bush declares war on t error over. 

5. FUGITIVE: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with the word Òfugit iveÓ. Share your words wit h your par tner(s)  and talk about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 

6. SENTENCE STARTERS: I n pairs /  groups, agree on endings to the 
follow ing sentence star ters.  Change partners and talk  about  your sentences. 

a.  Osam a bin Laden is ________________________________________________. 

b.  Osam a bin Laden should ____________________________________________. 

c.  Osam a bin Laden prom otes __________________________________________. 

d.  Osam a bin Laden did _______________________________________________. 

e.  Osam a bin Laden m ust  _____________________________________________. 

f.  Osam a bin Laden canÕt  _____________________________________________. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Osam a bin Laden has visited t he White House for talks wit h Mr. Bush. T /  F 

b. Washingt on is raising securit y level t hreat s over a bin Laden m essage. T /  F 

c. The CI A says it  has Òchat terÓ ev idence of im m inent  terror ist  at tacks. T /  F 

d. Dick Cheney said Am er ica doesnÕt  negot iate wit h t er ror ist s. T /  F 

e. Bin Laden looked as f it  as a f iddle in a v ideo m essage sent  to t he US. T /  F 

f.  Analyst s doubt  t he aut hent icit y of t he voice on t he bin Laden tape. T /  F 

g. There is a dilut ion in worldw ide support  for al-Qaeda. T /  F 

h. Bin Laden said calling a t ruce would save wast ing billions of dollars. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. quashes deducing 
b. im m inent  disguised 
c. credible giveaway 
d. veiled out law 
e. t ruce st oked 
f. fuelled knocks on t he head 
g. fugit ive weakening 
h. telltale  arm ist ice 
i.  surm ising im pending 
j .  dilut ion plausible 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. quashes rum ors that  the worldÕs  or  Òchat t erÓ from  the I nternet  

b. al-Qaeda is p lanning  signs from  v ideo footage 

c. no specific or  credible int elligence  long- t erm  negot iated t ruce 

d. a veiled offer of a  wor ldwide support  for  al- Qaeda 

e. We don' t  negot iate  im m inent  at tacks 

f.  fuelled  call for  a t ruce is in response to É  

g. telltale  in th is solut ion 

h. officials are surm ising Bin LadenÕs  m ost  wanted m an had died 

i.  coupled w ith the dilut ion in  speculat ion 

j .  É there is no sham e  with t errorist s 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Osama bin Laden calls for a truce 

Osam a bin Laden has recorded his f irst  taped m essage t o the 

United Stat es in over a year . The recording ________ rum ors 

that  t he wor ldÕs m ost  want ed m an had died. The US 

Governm ent  says it  does not  plan t o raise it s securit y t hreat  

levels because of the new tape, on which bin Laden says al-

Qaeda is planning ________ at t acks on Western targets.  

________ - terrorism  agent s said t hey have seen no specif ic or  

credible intelligence or Ò________Ó from  the I nternet  or  

m obile phones t o ________ an at tack on t he Unit ed States is 

com ing. The tape also cont ained a ________ offer of a long-

term  negot iated t ruce w it h Am er ica, which t he Whit e House 

________ reject ed. Vice President  Dick  Cheney said:  ÒWe 

don't  negot iate w it h ter ror ist s. I  t hink you have t o ________  

them .Ó 

 

 im m inent  

dest roy 

quashes 

chat ter 

veiled 

indicate 

counter 

firm ly 

The audiotape was released by t he Qat ar i television network  

Al- Jazeera. The fact  t hat  it  was ________ bin LadenÕs voice 

and not  v ideo has ________ speculat ion that  t he fugit ive is 

seriously ill and cannot  allow ________ signs from  video 

footage to confirm  t his. CI A analyst s have ________ t he 

recording as bin LadenÕs voice. The t ape com es j ust  days after  

a US m issile at t ack k illed four senior al-Qaeda ________ in 

Pak istan. Secur it y off icials are surm ising Bin LadenÕs call for a 

t ruce is in response to t hese k illings ________ w it h the 

________ in worldw ide suppor t  for al-Qaeda. Bin Laden said:  

ÒWe do not  m ind offering you a t ruce t hat  is fair and long-

term É so we can build I raq and AfghanistanÉ t here is no 

________ in t his solut ion because it  prevent s wast ing billions 

of dollars.Ó 
 

 operat ives 

telltale 

dilut ion 

ver ified 

j ust  

coupled 

sham e 

fuelled 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Osama bin Laden calls for a truce 

Osam a bin Laden has recorded his f irst  taped m essage t o t he Unit ed States in 

over a year . The recording _________ rum ors t hat  t he wor ldÕs m ost  wanted 

m an had died. The US Governm ent  says it  does not  plan t o _________ it s 

securit y t hreat  levels because of t he new tape, on which bin Laden says al-

Qaeda is planning _________ at t acks on West ern t arget s. Count er - terrorism  

agent s said t hey have seen no specific or credible intelligence or Ò_________Ó 

from  t he I nternet  or m obile phones t o indicate an at tack on t he United Stat es is 

com ing. The tape also contained a _________ offer of a long- term  negot iated 

t ruce w it h Am erica, which t he Whit e House _________ rejected. Vice President  

Dick Cheney said:  ÒWe don't  negot iate wit h ter ror ist s.  I  t hink  you have t o 

_________ t hem .Ó 

The audiot ape was released by t he Qat ar i t elev ision network Al-Jazeera. The fact  

that  it  was j ust  bin LadenÕs voice and not  v ideo has _________ speculat ion t hat  

the fugit ive is seriously ill and cannot  allow _________ signs from  video 

_________ t o conf irm  this. CI A analyst s have ver ified t he recording as bin 

LadenÕs voice. The tape com es j ust  days after a US m issile at tack k illed four  

senior al-Qaeda _________ in Pak istan. Secur it y officials are surm ising Bin 

LadenÕs call for a t ruce is in response to these killings _________ wit h t he 

_________ in worldw ide support  for al-Qaeda. Bin Laden said:  ÒWe do not  m ind 

offering you a t ruce t hat  is fair and long- t erm É so we can build I raq and 

Afghanist anÉ t here is no _________ in this solut ion because it  prevent s wast ing 

billions of dollars.Ó 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words ‘tell’ 
and ‘tale’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “OSAMA BIN LADEN” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups,  
write down quest ions about  Osam a bin Laden and the war on terror. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ rum ors 

¥ raise 

¥ targets 

¥ credible 

¥ veiled 

¥ f irm ly 

¥ j ust  

¥ telltale 

¥ verif ied 

¥ coupled 

¥ fair 

¥ solut ion 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  adject ives describe your feelings towards Osam a bin Laden? 
c. What  do you think he has been doing this past  year?  
d. Do you think he will ever be caught? 
e. Where do you think he should be t r ied if he is caught? 
f. What  do you think of his offer of a t ruce? 
g. What  would you say to Osam a bin Laden if you m et  him ? 
h. Do you think the US is r ight  to f lat ly reject  bin LadenÕs offer of a 

t ruce? 
i. How m uch support  or power do you think bin Laden has around the 

world? 
j . How do you think bin Laden would like to rebuild I raq and 

Afghanistan? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you think bin Laden is planning m ore at tacks on Western 

targets? 
d. Do you think the war on terror is being won? 
e. Why do you think Osam a bin Laden waited a year before sending a 

m essage to the US? 
f. Do you think you can and should negot iate with terrorists? 
g. I f bin Laden is serious about  a t ruce, should the US negot iate with 

him ? 
h. Do you think worldwide support  for al-Qaeda is decreasing? 
i. Do you think bin LadenÕs call to stop wast ing billions of dollars is a 

m essage to the Am erican people? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

THOUGHTS: Your job is to guess what  Osam a bin Laden is th inking. You have to 
subm it  a report  to t he chief intelligence officer of your count ry . I n pairs /  groups, agree 
on what  you th ink Osam aÕs thoughts are about  the th ings in the left  hand colum n. Writ e 
down any possible ev idence for  these thoughts in t he right  hand colum n. 

 THOUGHTS POSSI BLE EVI DENCE 

George W. Bush 
  

I raq 
  

The war on t error 
  

Pervez Musharraf 
  

I slam  
  

Change part ners and talk  about  your thoughts and ev idence. Give each other  feedback. 

Return to your or iginal par tners and discuss t he feedback you received from  your earlier  
part ners. 



Osam a bin Laden calls for a t ruce Ð 21 January, 2006 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
10 

HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion on 
Osam a bin Laden. Share your f indings with your class in the next  lesson. 
Did you all find out  sim ilar things? 

3. SOLUTION: Write an essay out lining what  you think the solut ion is 
to the war on terror. Read your essay to your partner(s)  in your next  
class. Did you all write about sim ilar things? 

4. A DAY IN THE LIFE: You are Osam a bin Laden. Write an account 
of one day in your life. What  are your  thoughts on what  is happening in 
the world today? Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Did everyone have sim ilar days and thoughts? 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. quashes knocks on the head 

b. imm inent  imp ending 

c. credible plausible  

d. veiled disguised  

e. t ruce armi st ice  

f. fuelled stoked  

g. fugit ive out law  

h. tellt ale  giveaway 

i. surmi sing deducing  

j . dilut ion weakening  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. quashes rum ors that  the worldÕs  mo st  wanted ma n had died 

b. al-Qaeda is planning  imm inent  at tacks 

c. no specific or credible intell igence  or Òchat terÓ from the I nternet   

d. a veiled offer of a  long- term negot iated t ruce  

e. We don't  negot iate  with terror ist s  

f. fuelled  speculat ion  

g. tellt ale  signs from v ideo footage  

h. officials are surmi sing Bin LadenÕs  call for  a t ruce is in response t o É  

i. coupled with t he dilut ion in  wor ldwide support  for  al-Qaeda  

j . É there is no shame   in t his solut ion  

GAP FILL: 

Osama bin Laden calls for a truce 

Osam a bin Laden has recorded his first  t aped me ssage to the United States in over a year.  The 
recording quashes rumo rs that  the worldÕs m ost  wanted m an had died. The US Governm ent  says 
it  does not  plan t o raise it s secur it y threat  levels because of  the new tape, on which bin Laden 
says al- Qaeda is planning imminent at tacks on Western targets. Counter- terror ism agents said 
they have seen no specific or  credible int elligence or ÒchatterÓ from the I nternet  or mo bile phones 
to indicate an at t ack on t he United States is comi ng. The tape also contained a veiled offer  of a 
long- term negot iated t ruce wit h Ame r ica,  which the White House firmly rejected. Vice President  
Dick Cheney said:  ÒWe don't  negot iate wit h terror ist s.  I  t hink you have to destroy t hem .Ó 

The audiot ape was released by t he Qat ar i t elev ision net work  Al-Jazeera. The fact  that  it  was just 
bin LadenÕs voice and not  v ideo has fuelled speculat ion t hat  t he fugit ive is ser iously il l and cannot  
allow telltale signs from v ideo foot age to confirm  this.  CI A analysts have verified t he recording 
as bin LadenÕs voice. The t ape come s j ust  days after a US mi ssile at tack  kil led four senior al-
Qaeda operatives in Pakistan. Secur it y officials are surmi sing Bin LadenÕs call for  a t ruce is in 
response to these k ill ings coupled wit h the dilution in wor ldwide support  for  al- Qaeda. Bin Laden 
said:  ÒWe do not  mi nd offer ing you a t ruce that  is fair  and long- term É so we can build I raq and 
AfghanistanÉ there is no shame in this solut ion because it  prevent s wast ing billions of  dollars.Ó 


