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THE ARTI CLE 

Disne y  in t a l k s t o  b u y  Pi x a r  

There are widespread reports that  Apple boss Steve Jobs is in talks to 

sell the Pixar Anim at ion Studios to Disney. Jobs is also CEO and 

chairm an of Pixar, m akers of classic m ovies such as Toy Story and 

Finding Nemo. The deal could m ean that  Jobs would get  a seat  on the 

Disney board. Disney wants to keep it s relat ionship with Jobs, who has 

raised the level and qualit y of anim at ion. Pixar is one of the indust ryÕs 

m ost  cut t ing edge and successful companies. Disney and Pixar have 

worked together for the past  twelve years. However, Jobs wanted to 

cut  relat ions last  year and search for a new partner. 

Mr. Jobs never saw eye to eye with DisneyÕs form er CEO Michael 

Eisner. The two had a diff icult  working relat ionship. A new CEO, Robert  

I ger, took over as Disney boss last  October and Pixar-Disney relat ions 

are now warm er. I ger has done his best  to keep Mr. Jobs happy. To 

soften Jobs up, I ger allowed Disney TV shows to be m ade available for 

download to AppleÕs video iPods. He has been successful in cont inuing 

the profitable relat ionship between the two com panies. Jobs is the 

largest  shareholder in Pixar. His stake is worth around $3.4 billion, 

which is set  to increase if the latest  deal goes through. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . BUSI NESS SAL E:  You have t o negot iate with a CEO to buy a fam ous 
com pany. Decide what  com pany you are going to buy,  t he reasons you want  to buy it  
and your p lans for it s future. Talk  to t he other business buyers in the class about  your  
plans. Give each other  advice and warnings.   

2 . MA GI C W AN DS:  With your par tner(s) , decide on how a m agic wand could 
be waved to help the following com panies:  

¥ Disney 

¥ Livedoor 

¥ Boeing 

¥ Sony 

¥ McDonalds 

¥ Ford Motor  Com pany 

¥ Merck 

¥ Other  _________________ 

3 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

CEOs / Steve Jobs / Pixar / Disney / “Finding Nemo” / magic wands / seats / cutting 
edge / cutting relations / working relationships / softening people up / iPod 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

4 . ME RGERS:  I n pairs /  groups, talk about  the follow ing m ergers. Do you t hink 
they would be very successful? What  problem s m ight  there be? 

¥ Disney and Pixar 

¥ Boeing and Airbus 

¥ Toyota and Hyundai 

¥ Sony and Nintendo 

¥ McDonalds and Starbucks 

¥ Shell and Yukos 

¥ Chanel and Burberry 

¥ Other  _________________ 

5 . SOFTENI NG PEOPLE UP:  In pairs /  groups, agree on how effect ive each 
of the following are in keeping people happy in business.  Would keep you happy? 

¥ Nice words in public 

¥ Nice words in pr ivate 

¥ Expensive dinners and present s 

¥ A seat  on t he board 

¥ Prom ot ion and a f lashy job t it le 

¥ An under the table cash paym ent  

¥ Being asked to be a consultant  

¥ Other  _________________ 

6 . NEGOTI AT I NG:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words 
you associate with the word Ònegot iat ingÓ. Share your words w ith your par tner(s)  and 
talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Apple CEO Steve Jobs is also t he CEO of Pixar Anim at ion St udios. T /  F 

b. Disney m ade t he now classic m ov ies Toy Story and Finding Nemo. T /  F 

c. Pixar  and Disney have worked t oget her for t welve years. T /  F 

d. DisneyÕs CEO wanted t o cut  relat ions between t he two com panies. T /  F 

e. A new Disney CEO has im proved relat ions w it h Pixar . T /  F 

f.  The new CEO m ade Steve Jobs happy wit h fast  cars and chocolat es. T /  F 

g. DisneyÕs CEO allowed Steve Jobs t o use Disney  TV shows on iPods. T /  F 

h. Steve JobsÕ stake in Pixar is wort h around $340 m illion. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. widespread valued 
b. in talks agreed 
c. deal leading 
d. cut t ing edge fr iendlier 
e. cut  worldwide 
f. saw eye t o eye happens 
g. warm er sale 
h. allowed sever 
i.  wort h negot iat ing 
j .  goes t hrough perm it ted 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. widespread  relat ions last  year 

b. m akers of classic  on the Disney board 

c. Jobs would get  a seat   working relat ionship 

d. one of the indust ryÕs m ost  cut t ing  m ovies 

e. Jobs wanted t o cut   goes through 

f. never saw eye to  are now warm er 

g. The two had a diff icult   edge and successful com panies 

h. Pixar-Disney relat ions  worth around $3.4 billion 

i.  His stake is  report s 

j .  É if t he lat est  deal  eye with DisneyÕs form er CEO 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

W RON G W ORD:  Find the five incorrect  or least  likely words from  the eight  
in bold. Agree on bet ter words wit h your part ner( s) . 

D isn ey  in  t a lk s t o  b u y  Pix ar  

There are widespread r eso r t s  t hat  Apple boss Steve Jobs is in t alks t o sell t he 

Pixar  Anim at ion St udios to Disney . Jobs is also CEO and chairm an of Pixar , 

m akers of cl ass i c m ov ies such as Toy Story and Finding Nemo. The d ea l  could 

m ean t hat  Jobs would get  a bed  on t he Disney board. Disney want s t o keep it s 

relat ionship w it h Jobs, who has lo w er ed  the level and qualit y of anim at ion. 

Pixar is one of t he indust ryÕs m ost  b lu n t  edge and successful com panies. Disney  

and Pixar have worked t oget her for the n ex t  twelve years. However , Jobs 

wanted t o cu t  relat ions last  year and search for a new part ner. 

Mr . Jobs never saw eye t o ch eek  wit h DisneyÕs form er CEO Michael Eisner . The 

two had a diff icult  working relat ionship. A new CEO, Robert  I ger, took u n de r  as 

Disney boss last  Oct ober  and Pixar-Disney r e la t io n s  are now warm er. I ger has 

done his best  t o keep Mr.  Jobs h ap p y . To h a r d en  Jobs up, I ger allowed Disney  

TV shows t o be m ade available for download to AppleÕs video iPods. He has been 

successful in con t i n u in g  t he prof itable relat ionship bet ween t he two com panies.  

Jobs is t he largest  shareholder  in Pixar.  His st eak  is wort h around $3.4 billion,  

which is set  t o increase if t he ea r l i est  deal goes t hrough. 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

D isne y  in t a l k s t o  b u y  Pi x a r  

There are ___________ report s t hat  Apple boss Steve Jobs is in talks t o sell t he 

Pixar  Anim at ion St udios to Disney . Jobs is also CEO and chairm an of Pixar , 

m akers of ________ m ov ies such as Toy Story and Finding Nemo. The _____ 

could m ean t hat  Jobs would get  a _____ on t he Disney board. Disney want s to 

keep it s relat ionship w it h Jobs, who has raised t he level and qualit y of  

anim at ion. Pixar is one of t he indust ryÕs m ost  cut t ing _____ and successful 

com panies. Disney and Pixar have worked toget her for t he past  twelve years.  

However , Jobs want ed t o _____ relat ions last  year and search for a new 

part ner. 

Mr . Jobs never saw eye to _____ w it h DisneyÕs form er CEO Michael Eisner.  The 

two had a dif f icult  work ing relat ionship. A new CEO, Robert  I ger,  _____ over as 

Disney  boss last  October and Pixar-Disney relat ions are now _______. I ger has 

done his best  to keep Mr. Jobs happy. To _______ Jobs up, I ger allowed Disney  

TV shows t o be m ade available for download to AppleÕs video iPods. He has been 

successful in cont inuing t he ___________ relat ionship between t he two 

com panies. Jobs is t he largest  shareholder  in Pixar. His stake is wort h around 

$3.4 billion, which is _____ t o increase if t he latest  deal goes ____________. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEAR CH :  Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôcu t t in gÕ and Ôed g eÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . W RONG W ORD:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers.  

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒBUSI NESS NEGOTI AT I ONSÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs 
/  groups, write down quest ions about business negot iat ions. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ reports 

¥ classic 

¥ seat  

¥ cut t ing 

¥ twelve 

¥ search 

¥ eye 

¥ working 

¥ best  

¥ soften 

¥ largest  

¥ goes through 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. Do you like to know whatÕs going on with Disney and Pixar? 
c. Which com pany do you like bet ter, Disney or Pixar? 
d. Why do you think Steve Jobs wants to sell part  of his stake in 

Pixar? 
e. What  do you know about  Steve Jobs as a CEO? 
f. What  are the biggest  differences between Pixar and Disney? 
g. Do you think Pixar without  Steve Jobs would be as successful as 

Pixar with Steve Jobs in the future? 
h. Has anyone ever done their best  to keep you happy? 
i. What  k inds of things would be successful in softening you up? 
j . Have you ever cut  relat ions with anyone, either in your business or 

private life? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. What  are the differences between Apple CEO Steve Jobs and 

Microsoft  CEO Bill Gates? 
d. Which m ovies do you like best , Disney, Pixar or Dream Works? 
e. How do you think Steve Jobs m ight  raise the level of quality at  

Disney? 
f. Do you think Steve Jobs could be a successful CEO in other 

indust ries? 
g. What  do you think the average day of a powerful CEO is like? 
h. What  quest ions would you like to ask Steve Jobs? 
i. What  do you think his answers would be? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

RAI SI N G THE LEVEL:  You have a m agic wand. With your par tner(s) , decide 
how you will wave your wand on the following Disney,  Pixar and Apple related products 
to m ake them  bet t er. Decide what  is m issing with the present  product . Discuss what  
things your m agic wand waving w ill change. Descr ibe the f inished product s. 

PRODUCT MISSING CHANGES END PRODUCT 

Disney 
m ovies 

   

Pixar  m ovies 
   

Disneyland 
   

iPods 
   

Com puters 
   

Change partners and share and com pare your ideas. Give each other feedback on your 
changes.   

Return to your orig inal part ner( s)  and talk about  what  you discussed with your other  
part ner( s) . 

Change part ners again and m ake presentat ions based on your ideas. Vote on the best  
ones. 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion on Steve 
Jobs. Share your f indings with your class in the next  lesson. Did you all 
f ind out  sim ilar things? 

3 . NEGOTI AT I NG:  Write an essay about  the k inds of negot iat ing 
skills you need to be successful in business. Show your essay to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all write about sim ilar things? 

4 . A DAY  I N THE LI FE:  You are Steve Jobs, CEO of Apple 
Com puters and Pixar Anim at ion Studios. Write an account  of one day in 
your life. Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did 
everyone have sim ilar days? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. T d. F e. T f. F g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. widespread wor ldwide 

b. in talks negot iat ing  

c. deal sale 

d. cut t ing edge leading  

e. cut  sever   

f. saw eye to eye agreed  

g. warme r fr iendlier   

h. allowed permi t ted  

i. wort h valued  

j . goes t hrough happens  

3 . PHRA SE MA TCH:  Match the following phrases from the art icle (som et im es m ore t han one 
comb inat ion is possible) :  

a. widespread  report s 

b. ma kers of classic  mo v ies 

c. Jobs would get  a seat   on the Disney board  

d. one of t he indust ryÕs m ost  cut t ing  edge and successful com panies  

e. Jobs wanted t o cut   relat ions last  year  

f. never saw eye to  eye wit h DisneyÕs forme r CEO  

g. The t wo had a diff icult   working relat ionship  

h. Pixar-Disney relat ions  are now warme r   

i. His stake is  wort h around $3.4 billion  

j . É if t he latest  deal  goes t hrough  

W RON G W ORD: 

Di sn ey  i n  t a lk s t o  b u y  Pi x a r  

There are widespread r ep o r t s that  Apple boss Steve Jobs is in talks t o sell t he Pixar Anima t ion 
Studios t o Disney . Jobs is also CEO and chairma n of  Pixar,  m akers of classic m ovies such as Toy 
Story and Finding Nemo.  The deal could m ean t hat  Jobs would get  a seat  on the Disney board.  
Disney want s to keep it s relat ionship wit h Jobs, who has r a i sed  t he level and qualit y  of anim at ion.  
Pixar is one of the indust ryÕs mo st  cu t t i n g  edge and successful comp anies. Disney  and Pixar have 
worked together for  t he p a st  twelve years. However, Jobs wanted t o cut  relat ions last  year  and 
search for a new part ner . 

Mr. Jobs never saw eye t o ey e  wit h DisneyÕs forme r  CEO Michael Eisner . The t wo had a difficult  
working relat ionship. A new CEO, Robert  I ger , took ov e r  as Disney boss last  October and Pixar-
Disney relat ions are now warme r . I ger  has done his best  t o keep Mr . Jobs happy . To so f t en  Jobs 
up, I ger allowed Disney TV shows to be m ade available for download to AppleÕs video iPods. He 
has been successful in cont inuing t he profit able relat ionship bet ween t he t wo comp anies. Jobs is 
the largest  shareholder  in Pixar . His st ak e  is wort h around $3.4 billion, which is set  to increase if  
t he l a t est  deal goes t hrough. 


