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THE ARTI CLE 

Pap u an asy lu m  seek er s r each Au st r a l i a  

A boat  carry ing 43 asylum seekers from  I ndonesia has reached an 

Aust ralian beach. The group of 30 m en, six wom en and seven children 

are from  I ndonesiaÕs I r ian Jaya province. The area is known as West  

Papua by m ost  of the people who live there. The group left  I ndonesia 

last  Friday in a t radit ional canoe fit ted with a sm all m otor. I ndonesian 

authorit ies had alerted Aust ralian im migrat ion officials about  the boat  

but  search planes failed to spot  the craft . The boat  contains som e of 

I r ian JayaÕs m ost  popular independence act iv ists. They want  to tell the 

world their story and gain independence for their people.  

The groupÕs requests for asylum will put  the spot light  on Aust ralia. The 

count ry is already under f ire for it s t reatm ent  of polit ical refugees. The 

Papuan asylum  seekers will also test  Aust raliaÕs diff icult  relat ions with 

I ndonesia. There were two banners on the boat . One read:  "Save West  

PapuaÕs people from  genocide, int im idat ion and I ndonesiaÕs m ilitary 

and state terrorism Ó. Another banner said:  ÒThe West  Papuan people 

need freedom , peace, love and just ice in our own hom eland.Ó The 

I ndonesian em bassy said the groupÕs grounds for seeking asylum  were 

ÒbaselessÓ.  
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . ASYLUM SEEKER:  You are an asylum  seeker. You are looking for a new 
hom e in a new count ry because you are afraid of your own count ry. Talk wit h the other  
Òasylum  seekersÓ in your class about  their reasons for seeking asylum . Talk about  your  
journey to your new count ry. 

2 . MY  COUNTRY:  Talk with your par tner( s)  about  t he history of your own 
count ry and how it  becam e independent . Are you happy w ith the polit ical situat ion in 
your count ry? Are there people in your count ry  who would like to break away and form  
an independent  count ry? 

3 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Boats /  asylum  seekers /  I ndonesia /  canoes /  im m igrat ion off icers /  independence /  
spot light s /  f lags /  genocide /  love /  tort ure /  freedom  /  beliefs /  em bassies 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

4 . NEW  COUNTRI ES:  What  would happen if t he follow ing states or regions 
broke away and said t hey were independent? Talk about  each with your par tner(s) .  
Would you support  each new count ry? 

a.  West  Papua from  I ndonesia. 

b.  Palest ine from  I srael. 

c.  Tibet  from  China. 

d.  Texas from  the USA. 

e.  Taiwan from  China. 

f.  The Basque region from  Spain. 

g.  Chechnya from  Russia. 

h.  Northern I reland from  the UK. 

i.  Som aliland from  Som alia 

j .  Quebec from  Canada 

5 . I NDEPENDENCE:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words 
you associate with t he word ÒindependenceÓ. Share your words wit h your part ner( s)  and 
talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . MAP MAK ER:  You are a m apm aker. With your m apm aking part ners, discuss 
the changes you would like to see m ade to the m ap of t he world. Which borders would 
you like to create or erase? Which new count r ies would you like to create? Which people 
deserve independence? Change part ners and share your ideas. 



Papuan asylum seekers reach Aust ralia Ð 19 January , 2006 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
4 

BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Asy lum  seekers f rom  Papua New Guinea flew to Aust ralia. T /  F 

b. The group consist ed of 30 m en, six wom en and seven children. T /  F 

c. I ndonesia alerted Aust ralia t o t he asy lum  seekers. T /  F 

d. Most  of  t he world is aware of West  PapuaÕs st ruggle for independence. T /  F 

e. The asy lum  seekers w ill put  t he spot light  on Aust ralia. T /  F 

f.  The group accused I ndonesia of genocide and int im idat ion. T /  F 

g. The group said West  Papuans need freedom , peace and love. T /  F 

h. The I ndonesian em bassy  said t he group had grounds to claim  asy lum . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. prov ince warned 
b. f it ted see 
c. alerted basis 
d. spot  being crit icized 
e. gain equipped 
f. spot light  m ass m urder 
g. under  fire region 
h. genocide unt rue 
i.  grounds get  
j .  baseless public eye 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. A boat  carry ing 43 asylum   to spot  the craft  

b. The area is known  with a sm all m otor 

c. a t radit ional canoe f it ted  it s t reatm ent  of polit ical refugees 

d. but  search planes failed  for their  people 

e. É and gain independence  seeking asylum  were ÒbaselessÓ 

f. put  the spot light   people from  genocide 

g. under fire for   seekers from  I ndonesia 

h. Save West  PapuaÕs  freedom , peace,  love and just ice 

i.  The West  Papuan people need  as West  Papua 

j .  the groupÕs grounds for   on Aust ralia 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Pap u an  asy lu m  seek er s r each  Au st r a l ia  

A boat  carry ing 43 ________ seekers f rom  I ndonesia has 

reached an Aust ralian beach. The group of 30 m en, six wom en 

and seven children are from  I ndonesiaÕs I r ian Jaya ________. 

The area is ________ as West  Papua by m ost  of t he people 

who live there. The group left  I ndonesia last  Friday in a 

t radit ional canoe ________ w it h a sm all m ot or. I ndonesian 

aut hor it ies had ________ Aust ralian im m igrat ion off icials 

about  t he boat  but  search planes failed to ________ t he craft .  

The boat  contains som e of I r ian JayaÕs m ost  popular  

independence ________. They want  t o t ell t he world t heir  

st ory  and ________ independence for t heir people.  

 

 known 

spot  

asy lum  

fit ted 

ga in 

prov ince 

alerted 

act iv ists 

The groupÕs ________ for asylum  w ill put  the ________ on 

Aust ralia. The count ry is already under fire for it s ________ of  

polit ical refugees. The Papuan asylum  seekers will also test  

Aust raliaÕs diff icult  ________ wit h I ndonesia. There were tw o 

________ on t he boat . One read:  "Save West  PapuaÕs people 

from  genocide, int im idat ion and I ndonesiaÕs m ilit ary and 

________ ter ror ism Ó. Anot her banner said:  ÒThe West  Papuan 

people need freedom , peace, love and j ust ice in our own 

________.Ó The I ndonesian em bassy said t he groupÕs grounds 

for  ________ asy lum  were ÒbaselessÓ.  

 

 state 

t reat m ent  

banners 

seeking 

request s 

relat ions 

hom eland 

spot light  
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Pap u an asy lu m  seek er s r each Au st r a l i a  

A boat  carry ing 43 asylum  _________ from  I ndonesia has reached an Aust ralian 

beach. The group of 30 m en, six wom en and seven children are from  

I ndonesiaÕs I r ian Jaya _________. The area is known as West  Papua by m ost  of  

the people who live t here.  The group left  I ndonesia last  Friday in a t radit ional 

canoe _________ w it h a sm all m ot or . I ndonesian aut hor it ies had _________ 

Aust ralian im m igrat ion off icials about  t he boat  but  search planes failed t o spot  

the _________. The boat  contains som e of I r ian JayaÕs m ost  popular  

independence act iv ist s. They want  t o tell t he wor ld t heir st ory and _________ 

independence for t heir  people.  

The groupÕs request s for asylum  w ill put  the _________ on Aust ralia. The 

count ry is already under _________ for it s t reat m ent  of polit ical refugees. The 

Papuan asylum  seekers will also test  Aust raliaÕs dif ficult  _________ wit h 

I ndonesia. There were t wo banners on t he boat . One read:  "Save West  PapuaÕs 

people from  _________, int im idat ion and I ndonesiaÕs m ilit ary and st ate 

terrorism Ó. Anot her banner said:  ÒThe West  Papuan people need freedom , 

peace, love and _________ in our own hom eland.Ó The I ndonesian em bassy  

said t he groupÕs grounds for seeking asy lum  were Ò_________Ó.  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEAR CH :  Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôseek Õ and Ôasy lu m Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒAS YLUM SEEKERSÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups,  
write down quest ions about  asylum  seekers and people want ing their own 
count ry. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ reached  

¥ known 

¥ f it ted 

¥ failed 

¥ popular 

¥ gain 

¥ spot light  

¥ under fire 

¥ relat ions 

¥ save 

¥ need 

¥ grounds 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a.  Did t he headline m ake you want  t o read t he art icle? 
b.  What  adject ives descr ibe your feelings about  the art icle? 
c.  What  do you know about  West  Papua?  
d.  What  do you know about  t he different  areas and islands of I ndonesia? 
e.  Do you t hink t he asy lum  seekers are brave to sail t o Aust ralia? 
f.  What  do you t hink t he Aust ralian governm ent  should do w it h t he asylum  

seekers? 
g.  How do you t hink I ndonesia would react  if Aust ralia gave t he group 

asylum ? 
h.  Do you t hink t here is a chance West  Papua will gain independence from  

I ndonesia, as West  Tim or did? 
i.  Do you t hink it  m akes sense t hat  half of t he island of New Guinea is 

I ndonesian and t he ot her  half is Papua New Guinea? 
j .  Do you t hink t he asy lum  seekersÕ grounds are baseless? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a.  Did you like reading t his art icle? 
b.  What  do you t hink about  what  you read? 
c.  Do you t hink t he I ndonesian governm ent  is worr ied about  t he asy lum  

seekers t elling t heir st or ies? 
d.  Do you t hink all of t he wor ldÕs indigenous people should be given t heir 

own count ry? 
e.  Are t here any indigenous peoples in your count ry f ight ing for 

independence? 
f.  Why do you t hink m any count r ies refuse t o give independence and r ight s 

to people who clear ly lived on t he land first ? 
g.  What  is your im age of I ndonesiaÕs governm ent  and m ilit ary? 
h.  Would you st and up for your polit ical r ight s even if it  m eant  you m ight  be 

tort ured? 
i.  Do you t hink t here should be a UN body t o sort  out  claim s of  

independence? 
j .  Did you like t his discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a.  What  was t he m ost  interest ing t hing you heard? 
b.  Was t here a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c.  Was t here som et hing you t otally disagreed wit h? 
d.  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e.  Which was t he m ost  diff icult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

I NDEPENDENCE:  You have the power to give independence t o different  groups 
of people. I t  is your j ob to decide who get s independence f irst . Walk around the class 
and ask for inform at ion about  the peoples in the table. I n pairs /  groups, agree on 
reasons why t hese people should or should not  have full independence. Put  them  in 
order of who should get  independence f irst . 

PEOPLE REASONS FOR 
INDEPENDENCE 

REASONS AGAINST 
INDEPENDENCE 

ORDER 

West  Papuans 
   

Taiwanese 
   

Palest in ians 
   

Chechens 
   

Basques 
   

Change partners and talk about  your reasons and order . Advise each other on t he 
wisdom  of your  recom m endat ions. 

Return to your or iginal par tners and discuss what  you found out  from  the other 
Òindependence decidersÓ. 



Papuan asylum seekers reach Aust ralia Ð 19 January , 2006 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
10 

HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion on this 
story. Share your f indings with your class in the next  lesson. Did you all 
f ind out  sim ilar things? 

3 . I NDEPENDENCE:  Write an essay describing a group of people who 
you think deserve independence. Read your essay to your partner(s)  in 
your next  class. Did you all write about  sim ilar things? 

4 . A DAY  I N  THE LI FE:  You are a refugee. You are escaping a 
dangerous situat ion in your count ry. Write an account of one day in your 
life. Write about  the polit ical situat ion in the count ry you have left  and 
your desire for an independent  count ry. Read what you wrote to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did everyone have sim ilar days and 
thoughts? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. T d. F e. T f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. prov ince region 

b. fit t ed equipped  

c. alerted warned  

d. spot  see  

e. gain get   

f. spot light  public eye 

g. under fire being cr it icized  

h. genocide ma ss mu rder  

i. grounds basis  

j . baseless unt rue  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. A boat  carrying 43 asy lum  seekers from I ndonesia 

b. The area is known  as West  Papua  

c. a t radit ional canoe f it t ed  with a sm all m otor   

d. but  search planes failed  to spot  t he craft   

e. É and gain independence  for  t heir  people  

f. put  t he spot light   on Aust ralia  

g. under fire for   it s t reat me nt  of polit ical refugees  

h. Save West  PapuaÕs  people from genocide  

i. The West  Papuan people need  freedom , peace, love and just ice  

j . t he groupÕs grounds for  seek ing asylum were ÒbaselessÓ 

GAP FI LL:  

Pap u an  asy lu m  seek er s r each  Au st r a l i a 

A boat  carrying 43 asy lu m  seekers from  Indonesia has reached an Australian beach. The 
group of 30 m en, six wom en and seven children are from  IndonesiaÕs I r ian Jaya p r o v in ce.  
The area is k n o w n  as West  Papua by m ost  of t he people who live there. The group left  
I ndonesia last  Fr iday in a t radit ional canoe f i t t ed  with a sm all m otor.  I ndonesian author it ies 
had a l er t ed  Australian im m igrat ion officials about  the boat  but  search planes failed to spo t  
the craft . The boat  contains som e of I r ian JayaÕs m ost  popular  independence act i v i st s . They 
want  to tell the wor ld their  story and g ain  independence for  their  people.  

The groupÕs r eq u est s for  asylum  will put  the spo t l i gh t  on Australia. The country is already 
under fire for  its t r eat m en t  of polit ical refugees.  The Papuan asylum  seekers will also test  
AustraliaÕs diff icult  r e l a t i on s with I ndonesia. There were two b an n e r s on the boat . One 
read:  "Save West  PapuaÕs people from  genocide int im idat ion and IndonesiaÕs m ilit ary and 
st at e t error ism Ó. Another  banner said:  ÒThe West  Papuan people need freedom , peace, love 
and just ice in our own h o m elan d .Ó The Indonesian em bassy said the groupÕs grounds for  
seek in g  asylum  were ÒbaselessÓ.  


