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THE ARTI CLE 

Map  sh ow s Chi n ese d isco v er ed  Am er ica 

Historians and m apm akers are current ly in deep debate over the 

authent icit y of a m ap that  m ight  prove a Chinese adm iral was the first  

person to discover Am erica. This cont roversial not ion, posited by Brit ish 

am ateur historian Gavin Menzies, has gained credible validat ion after 

the discovery of an ancient  m ap in Shanghai. The m ap dates back to 

1418, seventy years before Colum bus stepped foot  on Am erican 

shores. Mr.  Menzies has writ ten a best  selling book - 1421 — The Year 

China Discovered the World Ð in which he claim s that  Adm iral Zhu Di, a 

Ming Dynasty seafarer, sailed the seven seas and charted new lands in 

a m assive fleet  of 300 vessels. Researchers in New Zealand are 

conduct ing tests on the m ap to authent icate it s age. 

Mr. Menzies m akes further claim s about  Zhu Di that  turn current  

interpretat ions of history upside down. He m aintains that  the Chinese 

sailor circum navigated the globe a century before Magellan, discovered 

Antarct ica and reached Aust ralia three hundred and fifty years before 

Captain Cook. Menzies states the adm iralÕs discoveries were, unt il now, 

to lit t le avail, as China underwent  centuries of self- im posed isolat ion. 

Chinese cartographers and scholars have rubbished Mr. MenziesÕ book 

and cast  skept icism  on a claim  that  Zhu Di went  any farther than South 

East  Asia and I ndia. However, the new m ap clearly shows Am erica, 

Africa and Europe, albeit  with the UK m issing. I t  was snapped up for 

$500 in an ant iques shop by a prom inent  Chinese lawyer. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . H I STORY:  In pairs /  groups, t ell each other  about  the early hist ory  of your  
count ry. Did som eone discover it? Did another count ry invade and conquer it ? How did it  
get  its nam e? Change par tners and share your findings. 

2 . W HAT  DO YOU KNOW ? With paper and pen, walk around the class ask 
other students, ÒWhat  do you know about  the discovery of Am er ica and Christopher 
Colum bus?Ó Return to your par tner /  group and share your f indings. Walk around the 
class again, this t im e t elling classm ates about  t he discovery of Am er ica and Christopher 
Colum bus:  ÒDid you know ( that )É ?Ó ( Alt ernat ively,  do t his for  your own count ry) . 

3 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Historians / mapmakers / debates / maps / Shanghai / the Ming Dynasty / best 
selling books / the globe / discoveries / rubbish / antiques shops / lawyers 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

4 . DI SCOVERY OPI NI ON S:  Talk about  these opinions with your par tner(s) . 

a.  I f  t he m ap is authent ic,  all school history  books will need to change. 

b.  The next  Space Shut t le should be called the Zhu Di. 

c.  The cit y of Colum bus, Ohio should be renam ed Zhu Di, Ohio. 

d.  Am erica should be renam ed the Unit ed States of Zhu. 

e.  Am ericans will be very reluctant  to change nam es to reflect  t he new discovery. 

f.  The m ap m ust  be a fake. 

g.  The m ap will help Am er ica and China com e closer together. 

h.  I tÕs too m uch of a coincidence that  t he book and m ap suddenly  appeared. 

5 . MAP :  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you associate with 
the word Òm apÓ. Share your words w it h your part ner( s)  and talk about  t hem . Together,  
put  the words int o d ifferent  categories. 

6 . MAP MAK ER:  You are a m apm aker. With your m apm aking part ners, discuss 
the changes you would like to see m ade to the m ap of t he world. Which borders would 
you like to create or erase? Which new count ries would you like to create? Which 
count ries would you m ake sm aller or larger? Would you renam e any count r ies? Change 
part ners and share your ideas. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Hist or ians and m apm akers are in deep wat er over  a m ap. T /  F 

b. A professional histor ian claim ed a Chinese sailor discovered Am erica. T /  F 

c. A Chinese m ap showing Am erica is said t o date back t o 70 AD. T /  F 

d. Researchers in New Zealand are aut hent icat ing t he age of t he m ap. T /  F 

e. The hist orianÕs book t urns our knowledge of  history upside down. T /  F 

f.  China underwent  cent ur ies of self - im posed isolat ion. T /  F 

g. Chinese scholars have always said a Chinese sailor found Am erica. T /  F 

h. The m ap was bought  in an ant iques shop for $500. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. m apm akers underst anding 
b. posited doubt  
c. credible confirm  
d. seafarer proposed 
e. aut hent icate t rashed 
f. interpretat ions m ariner 
g. avail purchased 
h. rubbished cart ographers 
i.  skept icism  use 
j .  snapped up aut hent ic 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. in deep debate  and chart ed new lands 

b. This cont roversial not ion,   to authent icate it s age 

c. gained credible validat ion aft er   circum navigated t he globe 

d. sailed t he seven seas  of self- im posed isolat ion 

e. conduct ing tests on the m ap  over the authent icit y of a m ap 

f. turn current  interpretat ions  Mr.  MenziesÕ book 

g. the Chinese sailor   of hist ory  upside down 

h. as China underwent  centur ies  the discovery of an ancient  m ap 

i.  scholars have rubbished  up for $500 

j .  I t  was snapped  posit ed byÉ  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words in t he colum n on t he r ight  int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Ma p  sh ow s Ch in ese d iscov er ed  Am er ica  

Hist or ians and m apm akers are current ly in ________ debat e 

over t he aut hent icit y of  a m ap t hat  m ight  prove a Chinese 

adm iral was the first  person to discover Am erica. This 

cont roversial ________, ________ by  Brit ish am ateur  

historian Gav in Menzies, has gained ________ validat ion after  

the discovery of an ancient  m ap in Shanghai. The m ap dat es 

back to 1418, seventy  years before Colum bus stepped 

________ on Am er ican shores. Mr. Menzies has writ ten a best  

selling book - 1421 — The Year China Discovered the World Ð 

in which he claim s that  Adm iral Zhu Di, a Ming Dynasty  

________, sailed t he ________ seas and charted new lands in 

a m assive f leet  of 300 vessels. Researchers in New Zealand 

are conduct ing test s on t he m ap t o ________ it s age. 

 

 foot 

deep 

seven 

credible 

authenticate 

notion 

seafarer 

posited 

Mr. Menzies m akes furt her  claim s about  Zhu Di t hat  t urn 

current  interpret at ions of hist ory ________ down. He 

m aintains t hat  t he Chinese sailor circum nav igated t he 

________ a cent ury before Magellan, discovered Antarct ica 

and ________ Aust ralia t hree hundred and f ift y years before 

Capt ain Cook . Menzies stat es t he adm iralÕs discover ies were,  

unt il now, to lit t le ________, as China underwent  cent ur ies of  

self - im posed ________. Chinese car tographers and scholars 

have rubbished Mr. MenziesÕ book and ________ skept icism  

on a claim  t hat  Zhu Di went  any fart her than Sout h East  Asia 

and I ndia. However , t he new m ap clearly shows Am er ica,  

Afr ica and Europe, ________ w it h t he UK m issing. I t  was 

________ up for  $500 in an ant iques shop by a prom inent  

Chinese lawyer. 
 

 albeit 

globe 

cast 

avail 

snapped 

upside 

reached 

isolation 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Map  sh ow s Chi n ese d isco v er ed  Am er ica 

Hist or ians and m apm akers are current ly ___ ______ _______ over t he 

aut hent icit y of a m ap t hat  m ight  prove a Chinese adm iral was t he f irst  person t o 

discover Am erica.  This cont roversial not ion,  ________ by  Br it ish am ateur 

historian Gav in Menzies, has gained ________ validat ion after t he discovery of  

an ancient  m ap in Shanghai. The m ap dates back to 1418, seventy years before 

Colum bus stepped foot  on Am erican ________. Mr . Menzies has writ t en a best  

selling book - 1421 — The Year China Discovered the World Ð in which he claim s 

that  Adm iral Zhu Di, a Ming Dynasty ________, sailed t he seven seas and 

charted new lands in a m assive f leet  of  300 vessels. Researchers in New 

Zealand are conduct ing test s on t he m ap t o ____________ it s age. 

Mr . Menzies m akes fur t her  claim s about  Zhu Di t hat  t urn current  int erpretat ions 

of hist ory upside down. He m aint ains t hat  t he Chinese sailor _______________ 

the globe a cent ury  before Magellan, discovered Ant arct ica and _________ 

Aust ralia t hree hundred and fift y years before Captain Cook . Menzies states t he 

adm iralÕs discover ies were, unt il now, t o lit t le _______, as China underwent  

cent uries of self -_________ isolat ion. Chinese cart ographers and scholars have 

rubbished Mr. MenziesÕ book and ______ skept icism  on a claim  that  Zhu Di went  

any fart her than Sout h East  Asia and I ndia. However , t he new m ap clear ly  

shows Am erica, Afr ica and Europe, ______ wit h t he UK m issing. I t  was 

___________ ___ for $500 in an ant iques shop by a prom inent  Chinese lawyer . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEAR CH :  Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôan cien t Õ and Ôm ap Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. Were they 
new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒDI SCOVERYÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  the not ion of a Chinese sailor discovering Am erica. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ deep 

¥ not ion 

¥ credible 

¥ foot  

¥ m assive 

¥ New Zealand 

¥ turn 

¥ globe 

¥ avail 

¥ cast  

¥ albeit  

¥ snapped 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  adject ives describe your feelings about  the art icle? 
c. What  do you know about  Christopher Colum bus?  
d. What  do you know about  Chinese m ariners? 
e. What  do you think will change if the m ap is authent icated as being 

real? 
f. How do you think Am ericans would feel at  having to great ly revise 

their history? 
g. How do you think Chinese people would feel knowing a Chinese 

sailor discovered Am erica? 
h. Do you think there m ight  be a Space Shut t le Zhu Di? 
i. Do you think it  is too m uch of a coincidence that  both the book and 

m ap surfaced within three years of one another? 
j . What  have you been in deep debate over recent ly? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you hope the m ap is real or a fake? 
d. Do you think itÕd possible that  a huge fleet  of ships sailed around 

the world 600 years ago? 
e. How do you think the m ap survived for so long? 
f. Do you think Chinese scholars would know m ore about  Zhu Di than 

an am ateur Brit ish historian? 
g. Why is the not ion that  a Chinese sailor m ay have beaten 

Christopher Colum bus a cont roversial one? 
h. Would you like to read the book? 
i. When was the last  t im e you snapped up a bargain? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

MAP MAK ERS:  You are a m apm aker. I t  is your job to rem ap the wor ld -  you m ay 
need an at las or g lobe to help you.  I n pairs /  groups,  agree on the m ost  im portant  
changes that  need to be m ade in the areas below. Writ e down the potent ial problem s of 
your rem apping.  Who will be happy? Who will be angry? How will it  change the region or  
the wor ld? 

AREA HAPPY /  ANGRY CHANGED REGION /  WORLD 

South Am er ica 
  

Europe 
  

Middle East  
  

Africa 
  

Asia 
  

Change par tners and t alk about  your rem apping. Advise each other on the wisdom  of 
your  changes. 

Return to your or iginal par tners and discuss what  you found out  from  the other 
Òrem appersÓ. 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion on this 
story. Share your f indings with your class in the next  lesson. Did you all 
f ind out  sim ilar things? 

3 . PRI ORI TY REMAP :  Write an essay describing the m ost  im portant  
change you think needs to be m ade to the m ap of the world and why. 
Read your essay to your partner(s)  in your next  class. Did you all write 
about  sim ilar things? 

4 . A DAY  I N THE LI FE:  You are an adm iral sailing the seven seas 
looking for new cont inents. Write an account  of one day in your life. Read 
what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did everyone have 
sim ilar days? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. ma pma kers cart ographers 

b. posited proposed  

c. credible aut hent ic  

d. seafarer ma riner   

e. aut hent icate confirm  

f. interpretat ions understanding  

g. avail use  

h. rubbished t rashed  

i. skept icism  doubt   

j . snapped up purchased  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. in deep debate  over t he authent icit y of a ma p 

b. This cont roversial not ion,   posited byÉ  

c. gained credible validat ion after  t he discovery of  an ancient  m ap  

d. sailed the seven seas  and charted new lands  

e. conduct ing tests on the m ap  to authent icate it s age  

f. t urn current  interpretat ions  of history  upside down  

g. the Chinese sailor   circumn avigated the globe  

h. as China underwent  cent ur ies  of self- im posed isolat ion  

i. scholars have rubbished  Mr. MenziesÕ book  

j . I t  was snapped  up for $500  

GAP FI LL:  

Map  sh ow s Ch in ese d i scov er ed  Am er i ca 

Hist or ians and ma pma kers are current ly in d eep  debate over the authent icit y of a ma p that  mi ght  
prove a Chinese admi ral was the first  person to discover Am erica. This cont roversial n o t i on ,  
p osi t ed  by Br it ish am ateur  hist or ian Gav in Menzies, has gained cr ed ib le  validat ion after  the 
discovery of an ancient  m ap in Shanghai. The ma p dates back to 1418, seventy years before 
Colum bus st epped f o o t  on Ame rican shores. Mr. Menzies has writ t en a best  selling book - 1421 — 
The Year China Discovered the World Ð in which he claim s that  Admi ral Zhu Di,  a Ming Dynasty  
seaf ar er , sailed the sev e n  seas and charted new lands in a m assive fleet  of 300 vessels. 
Researchers in New Zealand are conduct ing tests on t he ma p to au t h e n t i ca t e  it s age. 

Mr.  Menzies ma kes further claim s about  Zhu Di t hat  turn current  interpretat ions of history  u p sid e  
down. He ma int ains that  the Chinese sailor  cir cum navigated t he g lob e  a cent ury before Magellan,  
discovered Ant arct ica and r each ed  Aust ralia three hundred and fift y  years before Captain Cook . 
Menzies states the admi ralÕs discover ies were, unt il now, to lit t le av a i l , as China underwent  
centur ies of self- imp osed i so la t i on . Chinese cart ographers and scholars have rubbished Mr . 
MenziesÕ book and cast  skept icism on a claim t hat  Zhu Di went  any farther than Sout h East  Asia 
and I ndia. However, t he new ma p clear ly shows Am erica, Afr ica and Europe, a lb e i t  with the UK 
mi ssing. I t  was sn ap p ed  up for $500 in an ant iques shop by a promi nent  Chinese lawyer . 


