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THE ARTI CLE 

W ha l in g  p r o t est er  i n n ear - m iss ha r p oo ni n g  

A harpoon fired by a Japanese whaling ship sailed a m eter above a 

Greenpeace dinghy in the Antarct ic yesterday. The harpoonÕs rope hit  

the sm all boat  and an act ivist  fell into the icy sea. Texas Joe 

Constant ine was unhurt  but  was angry that  the harpoon had gone so 

close to his boat . The whalers were chasing a m inke whale, which they 

eventually k illed. Constant ine said the whalers were taking greater 

r isks because of GreenpeaceÕs success in m aking hunt ing m ore diff icult . 

He said this had increased tensions between the Japanese whalers, 

especially because of the cat  and m ouse tact ics used by Greenpeace.  

The near m iss has led Greenpeace to rethink it s hum an shield-sty le 

protest  against  Japanese whalers. Greenpeace spokesm an Shane 

Rat tenbury believes the whalers are becom ing m ore and m ore angry 

with the protesters. He said:  ÒYesterday took it  to a new level Ð we are 

very concerned about  that .É The harpooners are certainly start ing to 

take shots that  perhaps a week or two weeks ago they would not  have 

taken.Ó The whalers say Greenpeace is taking dangerous risks to get  

m edia at tent ion. Mr. Rat tenbury accused the whale hunt  of being 

Òcom m ercial whaling in disguiseÓ. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . I ÕM A W HAL E:  You are a whale. Talk  to the other ÒwhalesÓ in t he class about  
ocean life. What  do you do all day? Do you have any shark friends? What  are your plans 
for the weekend? Have you heard about  the hum ans k illing whales for scient ific 
research? 

2 . GREENPEACE:  What  protest s by Greenpeace do you support  m ost? I n pairs /  
groups, rank the follow ing in order of im portance to you. Talk about  how st rongly you 
feel about  each issue. 

¥ Banning whaling 
¥ Stopping clim ate change 
¥ Protect ing forests 
¥ Banning genet ic engineer ing 

¥ Ending nuclear weapons 
¥ Encouraging sustainable t rade 
¥ banning tox ic chem icals 
¥ Protect ing EarthÕs oceans 

3 . W HAT  DO YOU KN OW ? Walk around t he class ask other students, ÒWhat  
do you know about  whales?Ó Return to your part ner /  group and share your findings.  
Walk around the class again, t his t im e telling classm ates about  whales:  ÒDid you know 
( that )É ?Ó Repeat  for  ÒWhat  do you know about  Greenpeace?Ó 

4 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Harpoons /  whaling /  dinghies /  icy  seas /  Antarct ica /  hunt ing /  t ensions /  cat s and 
m ice /  near m isses /  d isguises /  r isks /  new levels /  m edia at tent ion 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

5 . TW O- MI NUTE W HAL E DEBATES:  Face your partner and have t he 
follow ing fun 2- m inute debates.  Students A st rongly believe in the first  argum ent ,  
student s B the second. Change pairs often. 

a.  Whales are best .  vs. Sharks are best . 
b.  Whale m eat  is delicious.  vs.  I tÕs wrong to eat  whale m eat . 
c.  I  want  to go whale watching. vs.  How boring. 
d.  Whaling should be banned.  vs.  Whaling for  scient if ic research is OK. 
e.  Whales should not  be eaten. They are int elligent . vs.  So are cows and pigs. 
f.  Whale m eat  is a par t  of m any cultural diets. vs. Those cult ures m ust  change. 
g.  Whaling is cruel.  vs. So are boxing and blood sport s. 
h.  Whaling is the sam e as f ishing. vs. Whales are not  fish. 
i.  Whales talk to each other.  vs.  Birds talk  to each other  t oo. 
j .  Japan should be punished for  whaling.  vs.  No.  Whaling is part  of JapanÕs cult ure. 

6 . W H AL E:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you associate 
with t he word ÒwhaleÓ. Share your words wit h your par tner(s)  and talk about  t hem . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A whaling prot est er fired a harpoon at  anot her whaling ship. T /  F 

b. An ant i-whaling act iv ist  started dr inking because of st ress. T /  F 

c. A m inke whale k illed a Greenpeace act iv ist  in Ant arct ica. T /  F 

d. Greenpeace is playing a cat  and m ouse gam e w it h Japanese whalers. T /  F 

e. Greenpeace is ret hinking it s hum an shield- sty le of protest s. T /  F 

f.  Greenpeace said t he whalers are t ak ing t hings to a new level. T /  F 

g. The whalers said Greenpeace is not  tak ing any ser ious r isks. T /  F 

h Greenpeace said t he hunt ing is com m ercial whaling in disguise.  

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. ship def initely 
b. icy furious 
c. angry dem onst rat ion 
d. increased cam paign 
e. tact ics worr ied 
f. near m iss vessel 
g. protest  business 
h. concerned escalated 
i.  certainly close shave 
j .  com m ercial freezing 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. A harpoon f ired  m inke whale 

b. an act iv ist  fell  to get  m edia at t ent ion 

c. The whalers were chasing a shield-sty le protest  

d. the whalers were tak ing  and m ore angry 

e. the cat  and m ouse  by a Japanese whaling ship 

f.  reth ink it s hum an  greater risks 

g. the whalers are becom ing m ore  disguise 

h. we are very concerned  into the icy  sea 

i.  tak ing dangerous r isks  tact ics used by Greenpeace 

j .  com m ercial whaling in  about  that  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

ODD W ORD OUT:  Delete t he incorrect  or least  likely word from  t he groups 
in it alics. 

W h al i n g  p r o t est er  in  n ear - m iss h ar p oon in g  

A harpoon f ired by a Japanese whaling ship /  vessel /  cruise sailed a m et er  

above a Greenpeace dinghy /  dingy  /  boat  in t he Antarct ic yesterday. The 

harpoonÕs rope hit  t he sm all boat  and an act iv ist  fell /  t oppled /  t ram pled int o 

the icy sea. Texas Joe Constant ine was unhurt  but  was angry t hat  t he harpoon 

had gone so close t o his boat . The whalers were purchasing /  follow ing /  chasing 

a m inke whale, which t hey event ually k illed. Constant ine said t he whalers were 

taking sm aller /  gr eat er /  bigger  r isks because of GreenpeaceÕs success in 

m ak ing hunt ing m ore diff icult . He said t his had increased tensions bet ween t he 

Japanese whalers, especially because of the cat  and m ouse pet s /  cam paign /  

tact ics used by  Greenpeace.  

The near  m iss /  close shave /  alm ost  t here has led Greenpeace t o ret hink  it s 

hum an shield- sty le dem onst rat ion /  exam inat ion /  protest  against  Japanese 

whalers. Greenpeace spokesm an Shane Rat tenbury believes t he whalers are 

becom ing m ore and m ore /  less and less /  increasingly  angry  w it h t he 

protest ers. He said:  ÒYest erday  took it  t o a new level Ð we are very cornered /  

worr ied /  concerned about  t hat .É The harpooners are cer tainly /  def initely /  

seldom  st art ing t o take shots t hat  perhaps a week or two weeks ago t hey would 

not  have taken.Ó The whalers say Greenpeace is tak ing dangerous r isks t o get  

m edia at t ent ion. Mr . Rat tenbury accused the whale hunt  of being Òadvert  /  

com m ercial /  business whaling in disguiseÓ. 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

W ha l in g  p r o t est er  i n n ear - m iss ha r p oo ni n g  

A ________ f ired by a Japanese whaling ship sailed a m et er above a 

Greenpeace dinghy in the Ant arct ic yesterday. The harpoonÕs rope hit  t he sm all 

boat  and an __________ fell int o t he icy sea. Texas Joe Const ant ine was unhurt  

but  was angry t hat  the harpoon had gone so close t o his boat . The whalers were 

__________ a m inke whale,  which t hey event ually  k illed.  Const ant ine said t he 

whalers were tak ing __________ risks because of GreenpeaceÕs success in 

m ak ing hunt ing m ore diff icult . He said t his had __________ tensions bet ween 

the Japanese whalers, especially because of the cat  and m ouse __________ 

used by Greenpeace.  

The near m iss has led Greenpeace t o __________ it s hum an shield- st y le protest  

against  Japanese whalers. Greenpeace spokesm an Shane Rat tenbury believes 

the whalers are becom ing m ore and m ore angry  w it h t he ___________. He 

said:  ÒYest erday took it  t o a new level Ð we are very ___________ about  

that .É The harpooners are ___________ st art ing t o take shot s t hat  perhaps a 

week or two weeks ago t hey would not  have taken.Ó The whalers say  

Greenpeace is taking dangerous r isks to get  m edia ___________. Mr .  

Rat tenbury accused the whale hunt  of being Òcom m ercial whaling in 

___________Ó. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEAR CH :  Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôicy Õ 
and ÔseaÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . ODD W ORD OUT:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒW HAL I NGÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  whaling. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ m eter 

¥ icy 

¥ unhurt  

¥ greater 

¥ tensions 

¥ m ouse 

¥ m iss 

¥ m ore and m ore 

¥ new level 

¥ shots 

¥ m edia 

¥ disguise 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
b. What  adject ives describe your feelings about  the art icle? 
c. What  do you know about  whaling? 
d. Do you think itÕs OK to kill whales for scient if ic research? 
e. What  do you think of GreenpeaceÕs act ions? 
f. What  would you be thinking right  now if you were Mr. Constant ine? 
g. Do you think what Greenpeace is doing is illegal? 
h. Would you like to t ry whale m eat? 
i. I s eat ing whale meat  OK if it  is part  of a cultural t radit ion? 
j . Have you ever played any cat  and m ouse gam es? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you think whales are too intelligent  to eat? 
d. I f a whalerÕs harpoon killed a protester, would the whalers be guilt y 

of m urder? 
e. Why do so m any count ries in the world oppose whaling? 
f. Have you ever taken part  in a protest? 
g. Would you ever becom e part  of a hum an shield to protest  against  

som ething? 
h. What  scient ific research do you think is necessary that  requires 

k illing thousands of whales each year? 
i. Should we stop hunt ing and killing all anim als? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ROLE PLAY :  Should all form s of whaling be banned? 
Team  up with classm ates who have the sam e role to develop your roles. Discuss ideas 
and Òst rategiesÓ before t he role play begins.  I nt roduce yourself to the other  role players. 

Role A Ð Japanese whaler 

You live in a very sm all coastal v illage. Your com m unity has whaled for 
centuries. Without  whaling the whole com m unity would die an 
econom ic death. You hate Greenpeace. They donÕt  understand the 
oceans and donÕt  respect  your culture. 

Role B Ð Texas Joe Constant ine 

As a Greenpeace act iv ist , you believe whaling is totally wrong. Whales 
are endangered and very intelligent  mam m als. There is no scient if ic 
reason to k ill whales. You think whaling is cruel. You want  to sue the 
whalers for put t ing your life in danger. 

Role C Ð Whale Steak I nc. President  

Your com pany sells whale m eat . You believe whales are an im portant  
source of food. You believe that  when the worldÕs forests have 
disappeared, whales will becom e an im portant  source of food. You 
think JapanÕs scient if ic research is essent ial to ensure the survival of 
whales. You hate Greenpeace. 

Role D Ð Jo the whale 

You are a whale with a fam ily. YouÕre t ry ing to live your life in the 
ocean and avoid the killer hum ans with their deadly harpoons. You hate 
the sounds of pain other whales m ake for m any hours as they die. 
They die very slowly after being harpooned. You think hum ans should 
st ick to beef. 

After  t he role play,  discuss whether you really  believed what  you were saying in your 
role.   
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion on 
Japanese whaling. Share your f indings with your class in the next  lesson. 
Did you all find out  sim ilar things? 

3 . W HAL E POSTER:  Make a poster about  one species of whale. Show 
your poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all write about 
sim ilar things? 

4 . A DAY  I N THE LI FE:  You are a whale. Write an account  of one 
day in your life. Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Did everyone have sim ilar days? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. ship vessel 

b. icy freezing 

c. angry fur ious  

d. increased escalated 

e. tact ics camp aign  

f. near m iss close shave  

g. protest  dem onst rat ion  

h. concerned worr ied  

i. certainly definitely  

j . comm ercial business  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. A harpoon fired  by a Japanese whaling ship 

b. an act iv ist  fell  int o the icy sea  

c. The whalers were chasing a mi nke whale  

d. the whalers were tak ing  greater  r isks  

e. the cat  and m ouse  tact ics used by Greenpeace  

f. rethink it s huma n  shield-style protest   

g. the whalers are becomi ng m ore  and m ore angry   

h. we are very concerned  about  t hat   

i. t aking dangerous r isks  to get  me dia at tent ion  

j . comm ercial whaling in  disguise  

ODD W ORD OUT:  

W h al i n g  p r o t est e r  in  n ear - m i ss h a r p o o n i n g  

A harpoon fired by a Japanese whaling ship /  vessel /  cruise sailed a me ter above a Greenpeace 
dingh y /  dingy  /  boat  in t he Antarct ic yest erday. The harpoonÕs rope hit  t he sma ll boat  and an 
act iv ist  fell /  t oppled /  t ramp led into t he icy  sea. Texas Joe Constant ine was unhurt  but  was angry  
that  the harpoon had gone so close t o his boat . The whalers were purchasing /  following /  chasing 
a mi nke whale, which they event ually killed. Constant ine said the whalers were taking sma ller  /  
gr eater /  bigg er r isks because of GreenpeaceÕs success in ma k ing hunt ing m ore difficult . He said 
this had increased tensions between the Japanese whalers, especially because of t he cat  and 
mo use pets /  camp aign /  t act ics used by  Greenpeace.  

The near  m iss /  close shave /  alm ost  there has led Greenpeace t o ret hink  it s huma n shield-sty le 
dem onst rat ion /  exam inat ion /  prot est  against  Japanese whalers. Greenpeace spokesm an Shane 
Rat tenbury believes the whalers are becomi ng m ore and m ore /  less and less /  increasingl y angry  
with the protest ers. He said:  ÒYesterday t ook  it  t o a new level Ð we are very cornered /  worr ied /  
concerned about  t hat .É The harpooners are certainly  /  definitely  /  seldom   st art ing t o take shots 
that  perhaps a week or two weeks ago they would not  have taken.Ó The whalers say Greenpeace 
is taking dangerous r isks to get  me dia at tent ion. Mr .  Rat tenbury accused the whale hunt  of being 
Òadvert  /  comme rcial /  business whaling in disguiseÓ.  


