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THE ARTI CLE 

I nd i aÕs l ost  f em ale g ene r at ion  

A survey from  the Universit y of Toronto and I ndiaÕs I nst itute of Medical 

Educat ion suggests that  at  least  ten m illion fem ales have been aborted 

in I ndia over the past  twenty years. Researchers looked at  stat ist ics on 

m ore than one m illion fam ilies. The survey covered the period for 

which ult rasound technology has been available. This technique shows 

the sex of a baby in the early stages of it s life, when it  is a fetus. 

Researchers say m iddle class families abort  fem ale fetuses so that  they 

have m ale heirs. Researcher Prabhat  Jha says:  "WeÉ est im ate 

thatÉ select ive abort ion accounts for 500,000 m issing gir ls yearly.Ó 

Select ive abort ion has been illegal in I ndia since 1994. However, 

stat ist ics reveal that  couples cont inue to base abort ion decisions after 

having the ult rasound. Figures show that  educated m others abort  twice 

as m any fem ale fetuses as illit erate mothers. The num ber of gir ls in 

I ndia has been falling for the past  20 years. For every 1,000 boys up to 

the age of six the num ber of gir ls dropped from  962 in 1981 to 927 in 

2001. Many couples believe a fam ily is unbalanced without  a son. They 

think a m ale is im portant  to cont inue the family nam e and take care of 

his parents in their old age. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . BOYS & GI RLS:  Which are bet ter? Talk about  t his wit h your par tner. Would 
your prefer  to have all boys or all girls? Are brothers bet t er t han sist ers? Are pink baby 
clothes cuter than blue? Are gir ls m ore expensive? Do parent s have to worry m ore about  
boys? 

2 . GENERAT I ON S:  In pairs /  groups, t alk about  t he follow ing generat ions. Try  
to guess about  the ones you are unsure of ( look them  up on the Web for  hom ework) . 

¥ I ndiaÕs ult rasound generat ion 
¥ Generat ion X 
¥ The chem ical generat ion 
¥ Generat ion Y 

¥ Baby boom ers 
¥ The digital generat ion 
¥ The lost  generat ion 
¥ The Òeverything nowÓ generat ion 

3 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these t opics or words are m ost  
int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Surveys /  m edical educat ion /  abort ion /  the past  /  ult rasound /  m ale heirs /  I ndia 
educated m others /  ill it eracy /  pregnancy /  boys /  gir ls /  couples /  b loodline 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked. For  m ore conversat ion, change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

4 . OPI NI ONS:  Do you agree with the following opinions on abort ion? 

a. Abort ion is m urder. 
b. A m other  has the right  to choose whether  or  not  to end her pregnancy. 
c.  The father should be allowed t o stop the m other from  having an abort ion. 
d. A fetus is a hum an being and has the r ight  to life. 
e.  Abort ion is OK in very special cases. 
f.  All abort ions should only  take place aft er court  decisions. 
g. Abort ion is for  weak people who want  an easy life. 
h.  I f  a baby is unwanted,  itÕll have a sad life and add to societ yÕs problem s. 

5 . AB ORTI ON:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w it h t he word Òabort ionÓ. Share your words wit h your part ner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A th ink abort ion is the sam e as m urder. Students 
B think abort ion is not  m urder.  Change part ners oft en. 

7 . ~ I CI DE:  Talk  with your par tner(s)  about  t he follow ing words:  

¥ pat r icide /  m atr icide 
¥ infant icide /  parent icide 
¥ suicide /  pseudocide 
¥ sperm icide 

¥ pest icide /  insect icide 
¥ hom icide /  genocide 
¥ linguicide /  cybercide 
¥ verbicide 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Millions of I ndian wom en have said t hey have no aim  in life. T /  F 

b. A survey  looked at  figures cover ing a m illion I ndian fam ilies. T /  F 

c. Ult rasound is a technology used in recording songs t o put  on t he Web. T /  F 

d. A researcher says t here are 500,000 m issing in I ndia every year . T /  F 

e. I t  is legal in I ndia t o have an abor t ion based on t he sex of t he baby. T /  F 

f.  Educated m ot hers abort  m ore baby gir ls t han illit erate m ot hers. T /  F 

g. The num ber of gir ls born in I ndia is going down year by year .  T /  F 

h. I ndian couples prefer boys so t hat  t hey cont inue t he fam ily bloodline. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. at  least  t im efram e 
b. stat ist ics essent ial 
c. per iod against  t he law 
d. sex uneducat ed 
e. est im ate figures 
f. illegal gender 
g. reveal dropping 
h. illit erate show 
i. falling a m inim um  of 
j .  im port ant  guess 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es 
m ore t han one com binat ion is possib le) :  

a. I ndiaÕs I nst itut e of  having the ult rasound 

b. Researchers looked at  stat ist ics  so that  they have m ale heirs 

c. in the ear ly  stages of its life,  been falling for  t he past  20 years 

d. fam ilies abort  fem ale fetuses  in I ndia since 1994 

e. select ive abort ion accounts for  Medical Educat ion 

f.  Select ive abort ion has been illegal  when it  is a fetus 

g. base abort ion decisions aft er   without  a son 

h. educated m others abort  twice  500,000 m issing girls yearly 

i.  The num ber of girls in I ndia has  on m ore than one m illion fam ilies 

j .  a fam ily  is unbalanced  as m any fem ale fetuses 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

W HI CH W ORD? Delet e the incorrect  or least  likely word from  t he pairs in 
bold. 

I n d iaÕs lo st  f em ale  g en er a t io n  

A su r v ey  / su r v ey o r  from  t he Universit y of Toront o and I ndiaÕs I nst it ut e of 

Medical Educat ion suggest s t hat  a t  / in  least  ten m illion fem ales have been 

abor ted in I ndia ov e r  / u n de r  t he past  t wenty years.  Researchers looked at  

st a t i c / st a t ist i cs on m ore t han one m illion fam ilies. The survey covered t he 

per iod for which ult rasound t echnology  has been available. This technique 

sh ad o w s / sh ow s the sex of a baby in t he ear ly stages of it s life, when it  is a 

fetus. Researchers say  m iddle lesso n  / c l ass fam ilies abort  fem ale fet uses so 

that  t hey have m ale h e i r s  /  h a i r s . Researcher Prabhat  Jha says:  "WeÉ est im ate 

thatÉ select ive abort ion account s for 500,000 m issing gir ls year ly.Ó 

Select ive abort ion has been l eg al  / i l leg a l  in I ndia since 1994. However ,  

stat ist ics reveal t hat  cou p les / t r i os cont inue t o base abort ion decisions 

be fo r e / a ft e r  hav ing t he ult rasound. Figures show t hat  educated m ot hers 

abor t  tw ice as m any fem ale fet uses as illit erate fa t h e r s / m o t h e r s. The 

num ber of gir ls in I ndia has been f a l l i n g  / r is i n g  for t he past  20 years. For  

every  1,000 boys up t o t he age of six t he num ber of gir ls d r o p ped  / d r oo p ed  

from  962 in 1981 to 927 in 2001. Many couples believe a fam ily is b a lan ced  / 

u n b a lan ced  wit hout  a son. They think a m ale is im port ant  t o cont inue t he 

fam ily  nam e and g i v e  /  t ak e care of his parent s in t heir old age.  
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

I nd i aÕs l ost  f em ale g ene r at ion  

A ________ from  the Universit y of Toront o and I ndiaÕs I nst it ute of Medical 

Educat ion suggest s t hat  at  least  ten m illion fem ales have been ________ in 

I ndia over t he past  twent y years. Researchers looked at  ________ on m ore t han 

one m illion fam ilies. The survey covered the per iod for which ult rasound 

technology has been ________. This technique shows t he sex of a baby in t he 

ear ly stages of it s life, when it  is a fet us. Researchers say ________ class 

fam ilies abort  fem ale fet uses so t hat  t hey  have m ale heirs. Researcher Prabhat  

Jha says:  "WeÉ est im ate t hat É ________ abort ion account s for 500,000 m issing 

gir ls yearly .Ó 

Select ive abort ion has been ________ in I ndia since 1994. However , stat ist ics 

reveal t hat  couples cont inue to base abort ion ________ aft er having the 

ult rasound. Figures show t hat  educat ed m ot hers abor t  twice as m any fem ale 

fetuses as ________ m ot hers. The num ber  of gir ls in I ndia has been falling for  

the past  20 years. For  every 1,000 boys up to t he age of  six  t he num ber of gir ls 

________ from  962 in 1981 t o 927 in 2001. Many  ________ believe a fam ily is 

unbalanced w it hout  a son. They think a m ale is im portant  to cont inue t he fam ily  

________ and t ake care of his parent s in t heir  old age.  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEAR CH :  Look in your  dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôb oy Õ 
and Ôg i r lÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . W HI CH W ORD? I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒAB ORTI ONÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  abort ion. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their answers. 
¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your f indings. 
¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner,  
t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ survey 

¥ twenty years 

¥ period 

¥ technique 

¥ heirs 

¥ yearly 

¥ illegal 

¥ base 

¥ twice 

¥ falling 

¥ dropped 

¥ unbalanced 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a. What  were your init ial thoughts on this headline? 
b. Did the headline m ake you want to read the art icle? 
c. Do you think there are any cases in which abort ion is OK? 
d. How is the law for abort ion in your count ry? 
e. How does your religion look at  abort ion? 
f. Do you think the m orning after pill is the sam e as abort ion? 
g. Som e people think doctors who do abort ions are m urderers. What 

do you think? 
h. I s it  im portant  to have a m ale in the fam ily to cont inue the 

bloodline? 
i. Do you think fewer fem ales will cause social problem s in I ndia? 
j . What  would you want  to tell the unborn child? 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a. Did you like reading this art icle? 
b. What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c. Do you understand the pro- life argument? 
d. Do you sym pathize with the Òright  to chooseÓ argum ent? 
e. I f a wom an wants an abort ion, what  r ights does the father have? 
f. I s having an abort ion a selfish choice? 
g. Do you think abort ions should be encouraged for gir ls of 12, 13 or 

14 years old? 
h. When is the fert ilized egg a hum an being? 
i. What  do you think of back-st reet  abort ionists? 
j . Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  what  
you talked about . 

a. What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b. Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c. Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d. What  did you like talk ing about? 
e. Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ROLE PLAY :  Should all abor t ion be m ade illegal? 
Team  up with classm ates who have the sam e role t o develop your roles and discuss 
ideas and Òst rategiesÓ.  I nt roduce yourself t o the other  role players. 

Role A Ð Pro-abort ionist  
You believe abort ion is a necessary part  of society. There are m any  
sit uat ions in which abort ion w ill result  in a bet ter sit uat ion for everyone. 
For exam ple, in cases of rape, where a m ot her does not  have the capacit y  
to look after t he baby or where t he m ot her  is a young gir l. 

THINK OF MORE REASONS WHY ABORTION IS ACCCEPTABLE. 

Role B Ð Ant i-abort ionist  
You believe abort ion is the sam e as m urder . Hum an life start s at  t he 
m om ent  of concept ion. You believe no one has t he r ight  to end that  life.  
You t hink m ot hers should be m ore responsible and car ing. You also think  
governm ent s should do m ore t o help m ot hers w it h problem s. 

THINK OF MORE REASONS WHY ABORTION IS UNACCCEPTABLE. 

Role C Ð Cit izen 
You are not  sure what  t o t hink.  You can see all sides of t he argum ent  and 
they  all sound good. You want  to know t he answers t o lot s of quest ions.  

THINK OF MANY QUESTI ONS TO ASK THE ÒEXPERTSÓ. 

Role D Ð An unborn child 

YouÕre not  really sure about  t he issues on the out side, in t he real world.  
Listen t o what  is being said and agree or disagree. You can get  angry . 

THINK OF REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD SEE THE WORLD. 

Change roles and repeat  t he role play . Com m ent  in groups about  t he differences 
between t he two role plays. 

I n pairs /  groups, discuss whet her you really believe in what  you said while you 
were in your roles. 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  
the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search 
engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion on this 
news. Share your findings with your class in the next  lesson. 

3 . LETTER:  You are an unborn child. Write a let ter to the world. Tell 
your thoughts hopes and concerns regarding the world outside. Tell the 
world what  you think of abort ion. Read your let ters to your classm ates in 
your next  lesson. Did you all write about sim ilar things? 

4 . BOYS ÔNÕ GI RLS:  Make a poster about  the pros and cons of having 
a boy or a gir l. Show your poster to your classm ates in your next  lesson. 
Did you all think of sim ilar ideas? 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. F f. T g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. at  least  a mi nim um of 

b. stat ist ics figures 

c. per iod t ime frame   

d. sex gender  

e. est im ate guess  

f. illegal against  the law  

g. reveal show  

h. illit erate uneducated  

i. fall ing dropping  

j . imp ortant  essent ial  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. I ndiaÕs I nst it ute of  Medical Educat ion 

b. Researchers looked at  stat ist ics  on m ore t han one mi llion fami lies 

c. in t he ear ly st ages of it s life,  when it  is a fet us  

d. fam ilies abort  fema le fetuses  so t hat  t hey  have m ale heirs  

e. select ive abort ion accounts for   500,000 mi ssing gir ls year ly   

f. Select ive abort ion has been illegal  in I ndia since 1994  

g. base abort ion decisions after  hav ing the ult rasound  

h. educat ed mo t hers abort  twice  as ma ny fem ale fet uses  

i. The num ber of gir ls in I ndia has  been fall ing for the past  20 years  

j . a fami ly is unbalanced  without  a son  

W HI CH W ORD? 
I n d i aÕs lo st  f em a le g en er at i o n  
A su r v e y  /  su r v ey o r  from the Universit y of Toronto and I ndiaÕs I nst it ute of Medical Educat ion 
suggests that  a t  /  i n  least  ten mi llion fem ales have been aborted in I ndia ov e r  /  u n d er  t he past  
twenty years. Researchers looked at  st a t i c /  st a t i s t i cs on m ore t han one mi llion fami lies. The 
survey covered t he per iod for which ult rasound technology has been available. This technique 
sh ad o w s /  sh ow s the sex of a baby in the ear ly st ages of it s life, when it  is a fetus. Researchers 
say  mi ddle l esso n  /  c lass  fami lies abort  fem ale fet uses so t hat  they have ma le h e i r s /  h a i r s .  
Researcher Prabhat  Jha says:  "W eÉ est ima te t hat É select ive abort ion account s for 500,000 mi ssing 
gir ls year ly .Ó 

Select ive abort ion has been leg a l  /  i l l eg a l  in I ndia since 1994. However , st at ist ics reveal t hat  
co u p les /  t r i os cont inue t o base abort ion decisions b e f or e  /  a f t e r  having the ult rasound. 
Figures show t hat  educated mo t hers abort  t wice as ma ny fema le fet uses as illit erate f a t h e r s /  
m ot h e r s . The numb er of gir ls in I ndia has been f a l l i n g  /  r i s i n g  for t he past  20 years. For every  
1,000 boys up t o the age of six t he num ber of gir ls d r o p p ed  /  d r o op ed  from  962 in 1981 to 927 
in 2001. Many couples believe a fami ly is b a lan ced  /  u n b a la n ced  wit hout  a son. They think a 
ma le is im port ant  t o cont inue t he fam ily name  and g i v e  /  t ak e  care of his parent s in their  old 
age.  


